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Introduction

Introduction to Academic Life

The time to prepare for college is now. It’s never too soon. You’re already taking a big step. You're
improving your English. Students who plan to go to college in the United States or Canada also need
to know something about the system of higher education in those countries. What can you expect? What
do you need to do?

Practice 1. () Read along as you listen to the speaker explain some of the basics of college life.
You’ll hear the passage a second time, but don’t read along that time.

10

15

20

College in the United States and Canada: Part One

Many students begin at a four-year college or university. Many others begin
their first year (the freshman year) at a two-year community college.
After their second year (the sophomore year), students get a certificate from the
community college. Many students transfer to a four-year school for their third (jun-
ior) and fourth (senior) years.

In the first four years of college, students are undergraduates. When they
graduate, they receive a degree—probably a B. A. (Bachelor of Arts) or B. S. (Bach-
elor of Science).

Students who continue their studies after graduation are in graduate school.
For short, we call this “grad school.” They are “grad students.” They are in a
master’s program. After two more years, they may receive a master’s degree—
perhaps an M. A. (Master of Arts), M. S. (Master of Science), M. B. A. (Master of
Business Administration), or M. F. A. (Master of Fine Art). Some students continue
to get a doctor of philosophy degree (Ph.D.). This is the highest university degree.

Most colleges are two-year community colleges. Some are four-year schools. Per-
haps it’s important to note the difference between college and university. Both are
kinds of higher education. Both are after high school. But a university is never a
two-year school (such as a community college). Also, a university has a graduate
school. In Canada, students say “I'm in college” or “I'm in university.” But in the
United States, undergraduate students usually just say “I'm in college.” This might
really mean “college,” or it might mean “university.” The meaning is not clear.
Graduate students usually say “I'm in grad school.”
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(.. listening Strategy
Taking Lecture Noles

It’s important for college students to take good notes during a lecture—a professor’s speech or talk.
A lot of the material on an exam probably comes from the lectures in a class. Information in class
lectures is often different from information in the textbook for a class. You’ll practice taking lecture
notes in every chapter of this book. Here are some suggestions.

« Take notes. Don’t “just listen.” You won’t remember the information later.

« Don'’t try to write everything. Note taking is not dictation. If you try to write every word, you
might not catch important points in the lecture.

 Write all important information. How do you know that it’s important? Your profcssor might
do the following:

v Tell you that it’s important
v Emphasize it (say it loudly and clearly)
v Say it more than one time
v/ Write it on the board
v Give a definition
Definitions of new words are usually important. A definition is the meaning of :: word. Some-
times your professor will say “X means Y.” But more often the professor will say *“\ is Y™ or “Xs

are Ys.” Very often the professor gives a synonym (a word with the same meaning) or a definition
right after the new word.

Examples: University basically means ggp_lggg_mgj_mgg_s_a_mg_qm

A university is a

A university, Mmgm_@mgm@g_, is one form of higher education.
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Practice 2. Here is an example of one student’s lecture notes. Look back at Part One of the passage
“College in the United States and Canada,” on page 2. Compare the lecture and the notes. What is in
the notes? What isn 't in the notes?

College in the U.S. and Canada

l. Undergraduate Students _
A. Years
1. Freshman (15t year) { 2-year community college}
2. Sophomore (2nd) or 4-year school
3. Junior (3rd)
4. Senior (4th)
B. Graduatelreceive a Degree
1. B.A.
2. B.S.
ll. Graduate School (= grad school)
A. Grad students—in a master’s program or Ph.D. program
B. Receive a master's degree (after 2 years)
1. MA.
2. M.S.
3. M.B.A.
4. M.FA.
C. Receive a Ph.D.
ill. Definitions: College and University
A. Both after high school
B. University
1. Never just 2 years
2. Has a grad school
C. Canada: “'m in college.”/“'m in university.”

D. U.S.:"I'm in college” = college or university (1)
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Practice 3. (@) Listen to Part Two of the lecture. This time take notes: fill in the blanks on the
outline. This will be the important information. Pay special attention to definitions. If necessary, listen
to the lecture more than one time.

College in the United States and Canada: Part Two

l. General Education Requirements (U.S. only)
A. Definition:

B. Examples:

[l. Electives
A. Definition:

B. Good idea to:

lll. Major
A. Definition:

B. Freshman and sophomore yeare:

C. Junior and senior years:
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5N speaking Strategy
Talking about Your Major

The word major can be a noun.

Examples: This is Evan. Her name is Chrissy.

His major is broadcast journalism. Her major is going to be ps: chology.

Major is also a verb. You can major in a subject.

Examples: His name is Brandon. This is Tanya.

He’s majoring in* computer science. She’s going to major in business.

* Notice the preposition in.

To ask about majors, you can say To answer, you can say

e What’s your major? My major is . . .

= What are you going to major in? * I’m going to major in . . .
= What do you think you’ll major in? ¢ I think I’ll major in. ..

¢ I’m planning to major in . . .
* I might major in . . .

* I’'m not sure yet.

» I’'m undecided.
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Practice 4. Walk around the classroom with your book and a pencil. Ask ten students about their
majors and fill in the chart.

Note: This is a good time to learn your classmates’ first names. After they tell you their name, be
sure to ask about spelling.

Example: A: Hi. What’s your name?

: Klarissa.

: K-L-A-R-I-S-S-A.

B
A: How do you spell that?
B
A: Klarissa. OK, thanks.

Name Major Name Major
1 6.
2. 7
3 8.
4 9.
5 10.

Introduction to Listening and Speaking

In the listening activities in this book, you’ll hear three types of English in each chapter:
+ Conversations
» Radio broadcasts

¢ College (or university) lectures

You’ll alse practice speaking in different situations:
« Talking with a partner and in small groups

* Collecting information from many students

+ Giving presentations

This is a lot of practice in listening and speaking, dut it isn 't enough. To learn English fast—and well-—
you need to practice outside of class.
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‘ :"""quchne Opportunities T HEATEN S R

e can you practice listening to English? Here are }USt a few suggestions

Every day listen to five minutes of the news (in Enghsh) on the radlo If pussalble tape this.
Listen to it over and over.. ‘il ;

ﬁhoose a few TV programs in English. Watch these same programs imry week

bo  you have a VCR? Tape your favorite Enghsh-l;mgmge program Dnﬂe: a’ week Watch part
it over and over.-

enrmvies in Enghsh

Cafe <http I IWWW, eslcafe com> and Randaﬂ s ESli ,{ber L:mtcnmgg Tsl‘lab com>. 3

\.rv

2o . -
*} @\ speaking Str. alegy

nngliee nppmunmes
ere can you pracnce speakmg Enghsh" Hete are j

ﬁer class, go for coffee with a classmate who ;

d an. Enghsh-speakmg student Whu is st g yau
30 minutes in your language and 30 minutes in Edglish.

“h’elunteer at a hospital or homeless shelter , , -
Make .,sman,talk with strangers in pubhc pl;g,tces.: Bt :

Practice 1. (@) With two or three other students, discuss this question: What are other places
where you can practice English outside of class? Make a list. After you finish, each group will report
at least one place to the class. (Your teacher might put your suggestions on a list on the bulletin board.)
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speaking Strategy |
Making Small Talk | -

Small talk is a very short conversation about things that are not very important. Often twostmnﬁers
make-small talk. They have short conversations of two sentences. In the first sentence, one peréon
usually talks about the immediate situation (what’s happening around you). This sentence often epds
with a tag question. In the second sentence, the other person gives a reply——-an answer

Example: A: It’s cold today, isn’t it?
B: Yes, it is. '

b
7
i

Small talk is never about very important subjects. It can be about the weaithﬂr sport&, the
a product in the market, and so on. It is a way to be friendly. (And it is one way to praetmg ane
language!) ' _ :

England), there is usually a lot of small talk in a cnsxs. A “cnms sxtuatlon” mtght be a exy.
or a train that breaks down. \

Of course, it’s necessary to be a little careful. Choose “safe” people to speak to. Fwex
it's not a good idea to make small talk late at night w1th strangers ovn a dark street! SR

Practice 2. Q) Discuss the answers to these questions. Then report your answers to the class.
1. In your country, do people sometimes make small talk with strangers?

2. If so, what do they talk about?

3. If not, why?

4. What are good situations for small talk? What are bad situations for small talk?

5. What do you think about making small talk with strangers?



10 Introduetion

PR ey
Sl e \ y
’ o 'Z: . e . -
N speaking Stralegy

i4sing Tag Questions

'%In :a tag question, a “tag” at the end of a statement makes it into a question.
Affirmative Statement Negative Tag
It’s cold today, isn’t it?
She’s the foreign student advisor, isn’t she?
These are expensive, aren’t they?
We had Chapter Three for homework,  didn’t we?
The oranges look good, don’t they?
The professor speaks fast, doesn’t she?

; Negative Statement Affirmative Tag

. This isn’t ready, is it?
He hasn’t done it yet, has he?
You don’t have one, .do you? :
You didn’t take Business 101, did you?
There aren’t any lab fees, are there?

- The students weren’t in the lab, ‘were lhes'? ~

As you see, for an affirmative statement, the tag is negatzve For a negatzve statement, the tag 1s
aﬁ“ rmative.

Practice 3. Write the correct tag to complete each sentence.

They’re busy, ?

This bus goes to Brand Street, ?

It was a great movie, ?

This bus doesn’t go to Riverside, ?

The biology books are over there, ?

The history department isn’t offering History 207 this term, ?

The test wasn’t very hard, ?

The homework was intcresting, ?

NS R WN=

We didn’t have to do Chapter Five, ?

v
e

The food at this party is fabulous, ?
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Understanding the Intonation of Tag Questions QI

If you really need information (and if you really aren’t sure about the answer), your voice goes up
on a tag question. It’s a real question.

~—
Example: They’re busy, aren’t they?

(= 'm not sure: Are they busy?)

If you know the answer (and are just making small talk), your voice goes down.

N
Example: They’re busy, aren’t they?
(= 1 know that they are busy.)

Practice 4. Q@) Now listen to the ten sentences from Practice 3. Are they “real” questions? (Does
the speaker really need information?) Check (v') ves or no. When you finish, listen again. Repeat each
sentence after the speaker. ‘

Yes No Yes No

6
7
8.
9

AR

10.

Practice 5. Listen to these five examples. Is the first person really asking for informa-
tion? Or is this just small talk? Check (v) Real Question or Small Talk. If necessary, listen several
times.

Real Question Small Talk

LU T



