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UNIT ONE

L

1. Uncle Jim’s Wink at Life

Information Related to the Text

. DeSoto Firedome

DeSoto Firedome is a registered trademark of Daimler Chrysler. It embodied the virtues of com-
fort, style, innovation and value during its three decades of production from 1920s to 1950s. It is
a symbol of the American automobile at its height. Nowadays, it has become an important item in
antique car collections.

. Coleman stove

A stove bearing the Coleman trademark. Coleman stoves include ones for both household and
outdoor usages.

St. Lawrence River

The St. Lawrence River is one of the most important rivers in North America. It takes its source
in the Great Lakes, leading to a vast estuary and the gulf of St. Lawrence to finally empty itself
into the Atlantic. It is approximately 1,000 kilometers long. The river is the frontier between
Canada and the USA for about 200 kilometers.

II. Suggestions for Teaching

Part | Developing Reading Skills

How to Spot a Thesis Statement

Before you require your students to spot a thesis statement, you have to introduce them to
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the idea that the thesis statement in a story or an essay will indicate its topic, provide an overview,
and present an attitude or opinion of the events mentioned in it. Generally speaking, it is a com-
ment or remark in one or two sentences. In this sense, you must understand how the author

comes to his conclusion and what comment he will give.

The following questions may help your students spot the thesis statement in this story.

1) The author begins this story with a childhood experience. When Uncle Jim knew about his lie,
what did he say?
“Telling the truth is always easier, so it’s perfect for a lazybones like you and me.”

2) What did the boy do when he found Mrs. Jameson’s gloves?
First he took them away and then he returned them to Mrs. Jameson.

3) What did he get for his honesty in returning the gloves to the right owner?
Mers. Jameson gave him the gloves as a gift.

4) What did Uncle Jim tell him about his bald head?
He humorously told the child that he had his hair transplanted onto his chest free of charge
during the war.

5) How did Uncle Jim treat his friends?
He was always friendly to them and eager to show that he missed them.

6) What lesson did the boy learn from the bet?
He learnt to make a decision without hesitation, and to “jump in — even when you don’t know
how cold the water is.”

7) Can you try to tell what lessons the boy learned from Uncle Jim and in what way Uncle Jim
taught him the lessons?
He learned that it pays to be honest, that you have to treat difficulties in a humorous way, that
you have to be kind to your friends, and that you must be brave in your actions. Uncle Jim
didn't blame him or teach him any moral lessons directly; instead, he tried to give the lessons
in a friendly and relaxed manner. Besides, he gave the child the chance of realizing these
lessons through his own experiences.

8) Can you find a sentence in our text to indicate what the boy learned from Uncle Jim?
“Be honest, be brave, be kind, look around — the words were never uttered, but the message
always got through.”

At this stage, you can say that they have successfully found the thesis statement, which

actually means that Uncle Jim tried to teach moral lessons in a relaxed and friendly way.
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2. How to Determine the Point of View of the Text

In a narrative, the storyteller is called narrator; the narrator’s position to see and interpret
things is referred to as point of view. A first-person narrator is involved in the action and talks
directly to the reader using words like 7, me, my, we, us, and our. A third-person narrator is an
observer of the events and tells the reader about them using words like ke, she, his, her, they, and
their. In this sense, you can ask your students to find out what pronouns the author uses in the
story to refer to his relationship with his uncle. Since the author tells his own experiences and

uses such pronouns as I, me, my, and our, the story is written in the first-person point of view.

3. How to Detect the Meanings of the Following with the Help of the Context Clues

1) spotted saw
(As a verb, this word bears the same meaning as see or discover.)
2) getit learn how to do it

(Get here means the same as learn because in the context there is a sentence saying I
listened and watched, and once in a while, I even learned.”)

3) made it succeeded in reaching his house
(In the previous context, the author talked about “rhythm drive”, which was what Uncle Jim
was proud of.)

4) clung to it stuck to the idea
(Until implies that he kept wondering what it was before he got the driver’s license.)

5) driver’s license a certificate that permits the holder to drive a motor vehicle
(After the boy got his driver’s license, he was permitted to drive a car, and then he could
experience “rhythm drive”.)

6) self-assurance self-confidence
(In the context, we know that Uncle Jim tried to help the child to assure himself that he had
the ability to win the bet, so it must mean self-confidence. Only when a person gains self-
confidence can he assure himself that he is able to win.)

7) adare achallenge
(As a noun, it refers to the action which should be done with bravery, so it’s a challenge to
Uncle Jim because he might have lost the game.)

8) confidence game get money by cheating
(It is an American expression.)

9) wasn’t taking chances was making certain
(Uncle Jim wanted to make sure he did not develop a dislike for books and gardening.)
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10) worth making time for worthy of time spent on
(As “a voracious reader and a good gardener”, his father must have spent plenty of time on
reading and gardening.)

i1) having drawn so short a straw having been so unlucky, i.e., having lived so short a life
(The death of his father when the boy was 12 shows that his father didn’t live long.)

12) a battered 12-footer powered by a small outboard a boat worn by hard use which was

enabled to move by a motor outside the boat itself

(The key word in this is powered. As a verb, it means to supply a vehicle with energy. The
following sentence tells all about the poor condition of the boat.)

13) putt-putting moving slowly with difficulty
(Since the boat was in poor condition and had a small motor, it couldn’t move quickly.)

14) becalmed unable to move about any longer
(Uncle Jim’s failing heart confined him to bed so he was unable to move around.)
15) signposts guide
(He learned from Uncle Jim how to treat his own nephew because of these “signposts” or

guide mentioned above.)

Part Il General Comprehension of the Text

When analyzing the thesis statement, you have already sensed Uncle Jim’s way of teaching a

lesson. Now let’s look into some details to get to know Uncle Jim better.

1) How did Uncle Jim teach the boy to see through tears?

“He stayed in, providing a steady hand and a calm presence” when the boy’s father died.
2) Did Uncle Jim have a way with rush-hour traffic?

“Rhythm drive”.

Teacher's comment: From these, together with his humorous answer about his bald head, we can
see that Uncle Jim was not beaten down by the difficulties in his life. Instead, he adopted an
optimistic and humorous way of overcoming them.

3) What was Uncle Jim’s attitude to friendship?
He felt thar “friendship is a currency that never devalues.”

Teacher’s comment: Uncle Jim tries to tell the boy that friendship will keep its value forever, i.e.,
a true friend will never forget your friendship, so you can still share intimate feelings with him
even when you are having a hard time.

4) In order to strengthen the boy’s self-assurance, Uncle Jim proposed a bet. Why didn’t Uncle



