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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

I should like to record here my - gratitude to Noam
Chomsky for reading and commenting upon the manuscript
of this book. The fact that it has been read in advance
by Chomsky (and corrected in a number . of pIaces) encour-
ages me in the belief that it gives a reasonably falr and
reliable account of his views on linguistics and the philo-
sophy of language. There are of course a number of points,
especially in the final chapter, where Chomsky is not in
entire agreement with what I have to say. But these points
of disagreement will be obvious enough either from the
text itself or from the footnotes that 1 have added.

My main purpose in writing the book has been to
provide the reader with enough of the historical and tech-
nical background for him to go on afterward to Chomsky’s
own works. I am aware that certain’ sections of my book
are fairly demanding. But I do not beheve that it s pOs-
sible to understand even Chomsky’s léss technical works
or to appreciate the impact his ideas are having ip. a num-
ber of different disciplines without going into some of
the details of the formal system for the description of lan-
guage that he has comstructed.

J. C. Marshall and-P. H.. Mattht:WS have also been
kind .epough to read. the .book for me in manuscript, and I
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have madé fahy changes in the final version as a result
of their comments. I am deeply indebted to them for their
assistance. Needless to say, I am myself solely responsible
for any errors or imperfections ‘that still remain in the
text. , oo

Edinburgh

October 1969

JL.
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 PREFACE
- TO THE REVISED EDITION

In preparing this revised and enlarged edition I have
left the first seven chapters almost unchanged (except for
the correction of some misprints and minor errors). How-
ever, I have brought the Introduction up to date by adding
a little material and changing a few phrases, and I have
inserted one or two footnotes drawing the reader’s atten-
tion to the appendixes. Chapter viii, on developments that
have been taking place in the field of generative grammar
since the Jate 1960s, is wholly new; and fairly extensive
additions have been made to what are now chapters ix-xi.

Somewhat to my surprise, the book has been widely
used by students (for whom it was not primarily intended).
This being so, I thought that it might be helpful if I in-
cluded, as an appendix, a semiformal account of the for-
malism upon which Chomsky’s system of generative gram-
mar rests and, no less important, some cautionary comments
about the complexity of the relationship between generative
grammars and natural languages: Mathematically minded
readers will forgive me, 1 trust, if I have not gone into
the formalism, even in this appendix, as fully as they might
have liked. If their appetite is whetted but not satisfied,

they will find references to Chomsky’s own more technical -

work in the suggestions for further reading that I have
appended to the expanded and updated Bibliography.

¢
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The second short Appendix is intended to correct
what many have taken to be a certain imbalance, not to say
prejudice, in my presentation of Chomsky as a ‘‘modern
master.”” On the whole, I stand by my own assessment of
the significance of Chomsky’s wark; but I now see, in the
light of what Chomsky himself says in the recently pub-
lished version of The Logical Structure of Linguistic Theory
(to which I draw attention in Appendix 2), that there may
have been less difference than I thought (on the basis of
his published work) between Chomsky’s earlier and .later
views. I have also thought it appropriate that I should re-
spond, in Appendix 2, however briefly, to some of the
criticisms that Dell Hymes made in his gratifyingly lengthy
and careful review of the first edition and that, in doing
s0, 1 should acknowledge my indebtedness to a scholar
whose knowledge of the subject is in many respects greater
than my own and who, for reasons best known to himself,
considered my unambitious little book worthy of detalled
comment. I have learned a great deal from his’ review,
even where I disagree with the points that are made; and
I recommend it to everyone for the background informa-
tion that it contains about American linguistics and Ameri-
can academic life and attitudes in the 1960s, when Chom-
sky emerged as a political thinker and activist. I have,
admittedly and by design, said relatively little abott this
in xiﬁy book. It would have been an impertinence fof a
non-American to have attempted to; and, in my view at
least 1mportant though Chomsky s polmca] ideas are in
any portrayal of him' as a' man, it is' his theory of lan-
guage that makes him a';‘‘master tof modern thought.’:. .
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Avram Noam Chomsky was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on December 7, 1928. He received his early
education at the Oak Lane Country Day School and the
Central High School, Philadelphia, and then went on to
‘the University of Pennsylvania, where he studied linguistics,
mathematics, and philosophy. It was at the University of
Pennsylvania that he took his Ph.D., although most of the
research that led to this degree was carried out as a Ju-
nior Fellow of the Society of Fellows at Harvard University
between 1951 and 1955. Since 1955 he has taught at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he now holds
the Ferrari P. Ward Chair of Modern Languages and Lin-
guistics. He is married, with two daughters and a son.

Chomsky’s work has been widely acclaimed in academic

circles. He has been awarded several honorary doctorates:

by the University of Chicago (1967), the University of Lon-
don(1967), Loyola University (1970), Swarthmore College
(1970), Bard College (1971), the University of Delhi(1972),
the University of Massachusetts (1973). He is a Fellow of
the American Society for the Advancement of Science; a
member of the National Academy of Sciences, the Ameri-
can Academy of Artsand Sciences, and the American Aca-
demy of Political and Social Sciences; and a Correspond-
ing Fellow of the British Academy. He has been a Visiting
Fellow at Columbia University (1957-58), a Fellow of the
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