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In old times the scene in front of the Soul’s Retreat

Temple was different from what we have seen today. At
that time there was a village with several hundrads of

households.Neither hills nor rocks were to be found there.
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There lived a monk named Power Monk in the
Soul’s Retreat Temple. With a pair of slippers on his
feet and a fan in his hand, he used to loiter about in the
village, talking arnd laughing merrily with every one whom
he met on the way. He did not abstain from wine and
meat. The villagers regarded him as a very funny sort of

person.
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He got along quite well with the villagers. One day
someone was making fun of him by saying: “Oh, you,
what a Power Monk! You muddle along all day long
without knowing what to do. How could you have super-
human ' power’! I think you'd better change your name by
calling yourself ‘crazy monk’. ” The monk laughed heartily
and replied:“ What a wonderful idea! From now on I am

to be called ‘crazy monk’.”
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How could the villagers know that such a supposed
insane monk could have a marvellous prediction toforetell
the future? One day just before dawn he foresaw that some
misfortune would befall the village. Shocked by this
premonition, he rolled down abruptly from his bed with

an exclamation of surprise.
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It is said that many years ago there was a moun-
tain in Emei Range in Sichuan Province that could fly.
The flying mountain did great damage to the place where.
on it landed. At this time the mountain was flying toward

Lingyin (the site of Soul’'s Retreat Temple ).
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The monk got up before dawn and ran into the
village. He met an old man who was collecting animal
marare on the way. Immediately he told him about the

flying mountain:* Hurry up and move quickly away;” Far
from believing his warning, the old man said: “None of

your nonsense!” and went away.
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