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Professor Wang Peilie, born in Shandong Province in 1927, graduated from Shandong
University in 1950. Professor Wang has been working in Marine Fisheries Research Institute
of Liaoning Province and has done the rescarch about the marine mammals and whale over 40
years. These profound researches dealt with the fauna of marine mammal in China, the re-
sources biology and ecology of largha seal in Bohai Sea, the resources and ecology of whale,
the resources and taxonomy of finless porpoise in China and so on, Professor Wang has pub-
lished 40 articles about marine mammals including :  Studies on the baleen whales in the
Yellow Sea”. “Studies on the breeding habits of the Minke whale in the Yellow Sea”. "Distribution
of the Gray whale off the coast of China”. " On the taxonomy of the Finless porpeise in
China” and * Fauna of marine mammals in China™, 6 treatises such as co-written = Largha
Seal . The representative monographs are ~ Guide to Marine Mammals of China” 'and " Chinese
Cetaceans . Professor Wang has taken charge of many research projects of the marine mam-
mals and obtained many scientific advances awards from the ministry and province. Professor

Wang enjoy the allowance subsided by the State Council.
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Foreword

Professor Wang Peilie is the authority in Chinese Marine Mammals for over 40 years. Professor
Wang is a very dedicated oceanologist and has great experience in field research even at 70’s he
still goes on board fishing boats to study Chinese dolphins and dugongs. I have the privilege to
work with such a well-respected scholar in China during my research in Chinese white dolphin and
dugongs, through his wide contacts in China I was able to carry out my research. Professor Wang
helps to identify many strainded marine mammals in all along Chinese coast. With his experience
in fishery and whaling and later help the central and local government in the Conservation of Marine
Mammals, such as his contribution to set up Protection Area in Dalian for Spotted Seals and taught
younger researches in Mainland China, exchange information with experts cetacean visit in Taiwan

and Japan. He has published many papers on these subjects and is pioneers in many such topics for

these and won many awards.

I am very honor to be able to write the Foreword for this book. This book is the work of Professor
Wang’s 40 years experience containing many valuable pictures and first hand data from Wang’s
collection. He described in detail 36 species of whales found in China. Each species described in
detail morphological data and distribution illustrated with many valuable maps, charts, tables and
photographs, such as Minke whale, Gray whale, Finless porpoise and Sousa chinensis. He identifies
a new species of dolphin Sousa Auangi. He identify different types of Finless porpoise in Southern
and other chinese waters. He also study the distribution, migration and reproductive behaviour of
Minke whale, Gray whale and Humpback whales, making considerable contribute to cetacean research
in Chinese waters. His historical data cover also Korea and Japan in addition to China. At early 20™
Century, China was affected by Japan whaling. It gave a detail historical record of whales along
China coast. This book will be regard as an important reference book for those who are interested
in the Chinese cetaceans as well as West Pacific whales. With the valuable information of Professor

Wang’s book. I hope China can start cetacean research and ecotourism on cetaceans in the near

future.

Hong Kong Marine Conservation Society

Chairman K I/\J% f
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Preface

Worldwide, cetaceans especially many of the great whales which once populated the oceans now have dwindled
to edge of extinction, due to long-term, over-hatnting and utilization of this precious natural resource by the whaling
nations.

For protection of these marine mammals, the International Whaling Commission (IWC) have made many
international agreements to establish catch limits of commercial whaling or to prohibit hunting some important cetacean
species. The Chinese government also has made effective efforts to protect whale resource. The Baiji and Chinese
white dolphin (Sousa chinensis) have been listed among the national protected wild animals of the first order, the
other cetacean species among the second order, The whaling is banned in China.

There were no commercial whaling activities in China until the fifties of the twentieth century, and the whale
resource in the coastal waters of China were mainly used by Japanese. After new China was established in 1949, some
small-scale whaling team were formed to hunt the whales in coastal areas, but the productions was very low. In
September of 1980, China became a member of IWC and ended up whaling the same time.

The research about cetaceans in China started late. In 1955, Fisheries Company of LiuDa began to catch small
whalcs. 1 was in charge of the techniques and made my investigation of resource and ecology of whales in China. In
1978, the scientists from the Institute of hydrobiology of Chinese Academy of Sciences and other institutes worked
together to study Baiji living in Yangtze River. After 20 year's work, fruitful achievements have been obtained and
significant progress have been made since then. But only a few researches about whales, dolphins and porpoises in
marine were made in China. Since transterred to Marine Fisheries Research Institute of Liaoning in 1961, I have been
working in this field and several governmental projects were finished: "The investigation of dolphins”; "The investigation
of marine mammals in China"(1980-1990); "The survey of cetacean resource in China"(1991-1997). I had been
Taiwan three times for undertaking investigation of cetaceans in that area. In 1994, I joined the Chinese and Japanese
cooperative whale sighting cruise in Yellow Sea and East China Sea. All of these works enrich the contents of
Chinese cetacean researches.

This book is written on the basis of my nearly forty year investigations and researches of cetacean resource in
China, consulting a great deal of references. I hope it could be a complete Chinese cetacean writing and a supplementary
for the absence of Chinese cetacean resource in "China Fauna". Until now, it is found that there were thirty-six
cetacean species in China, including a new species, which can be divided into two suborder-Mysticeti and Odontoceti.
There are eight species belonging to four families in Mysticeti, twenty-eight species belonging to seven families in
Odontoceti.

This book consists of two parts. Part one deals with the general introductions about cetacean research, the
coastal whaling history, the taxonomy and synopsis, the fauna, the economic status and conservation in China. Part
two consists of thirty-six chapters. Each chapter describes one species, including its morphology, geographical
distribution, migration, ecological and biological characteristic, species population variation, present utilization of
resource, etc. The external appearance, skeleton illustrations and distribution map are attached for each species. The
ecological pictures of main cetacean species are assembled in color plates as well.

For my researches, [ received many support and help from many museums and universities such as: Natural
Muscum of Shanghai, Natural Museum of Zhejiang, Museum of Fujian, Aquarium of Beihai City and other natural
museums in coastal areas of China, Department of Biology, Fudan University, Department of Zoology, Taiwan
University, Department of Fisheries, Taiwan Oceanography University, Taiwan Fisheries Research Institute. I am
grateful to them for their contribution.

I'would like to give my sincere thanks to Academician of the Chinese Academy of Science prof. Zeng Chengkui
(C.K.Tseng), who carefully read the manuscript of this book and made the foreword. 1 would like to express my
sincere gratitude to Mr. John M. K. Wong, Chairman of Hong Kong Marine Conservation Society, for his funding the

publication of this book.

Wang Peilie
Dalian, China, February, 1997
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