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People Agonized by

Criminal Act

5 A9 B, BMERSRREMHE, ik
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BIHINERD,

VICE-PRESIDENT Hu Jintao made a tele-
vised specch on China Central Television -
(CCTV)yesterday condemning the US -led Na-  (DUS-led Naws: b1
to¥ attack on the Chinese Embassy in Bel- E A EAeLy
@ Belgrade: N /R 1§

(Dreiterare; say or do

grade®.
He reiterated” the Chinese Government’ s

i . )
stance® on the bombing and voiced®™ the govern- ; i
again ~everal times

ment’ s supporl for the anti-Nato protests sweep- i
ing the country. @ stance: 315, W
But he also promised to protect foreign &

o

diplomatic missions in China.

Tu said the hroad masses should conduct all | Dvoice:put into

activities according to law and ensure social sta- r words

bility. .
Early Saturday morning (Beijing time ) [ . u

y ) Y @ . ’ | 'LtDwemtonly:I]fﬂrffm.

US-led Nato aireraft wantonly™ uscd missiles to : o5 4

atlack 1the Chincse Embassy in Yugoslavia@'. !ET)Yugoslavia- i

causing at least three Chinesce casualties® andli EEN

devastating embassy buildings. - Bewuatios: T
“The criminal act, which ts in violation of |

international laws and norms of international re-

lations, has arcused the utmost indignation of.J

the Chincse people,” said Hu, who is also a |



, . . ) T .
member of the Standing Commitiee™ of the Po- 1 @ Standing Commu

litical Burcan of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Commitiee.

The Chinese Government, in the same
morning, issued a solemn statement asserting
that Nato must bear all responsibility for events
arising {rom the bombing.

o H LM

The Foroign Ministry urgently summoned® | T urgently sumrmon;

US Ambassador to China James Sasser and is-
sued its sirongest protest. Also, China called on
the UN Security Council® to convene? an emer-
gency meeting to discuss and condemn the bar-
barous™ act of the US-led Nato.

“We have taken ull possihle measures to res-
cue the wounded and have sent a special plane 1o
Belgrade to retum all our relevant staff,” sad
Hu.

Hu said the Chinese Government reserves
the right to take further action.

“All these measures demonstrate the com-
mon aspirations of the entire Chinese people to
safeguard State sovereigm_\'@, uphcld justice and
oppose aggression, . he noted.

“1, on hehalf of % CPC Central Committee,
the Chinese Government, and the Chinese peo-
ple, would like to express sincere regard for all
staffors in our embassy in Yugoslavia, to extend
our most profound condolences on the deaths of
the mart yrsGii , and to convey our cordial? BVIN-
pathy 1o their relatives and to the wounded per-
sonnel, " said Hu, whe was seen on television

wearing & black suit and tie.
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Through vesterdav, people across the coun-
o i]% . - !
try held forum™ and gatherings and issued letters '

or telegrams of protest tu voice their support for

the solemn statement of the Chinese Government

condemuning the barbaric acts of US-led Nato.

Students and other citizens in  Beljing,

Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chengdu and Shenying
have also held demonstrations near US diplomat-
ic missions in China, according to Hu.

“All these activities have reflected their
strong indignation at US-led Nato's attack on
the Chinese Embassy in Yugostavia and the keen
patriotism™ of the Chinese people, " said Hu.

“The Chinese Crovernment firmly supports
and protects, in accordance with® the law, all
legal protest activities. ”

"We believe the broad masses will, proceed-
ing [rom the fundamental interests of the nation
and taking the owverall situation into account,
carry out the activities in good order and in ac-
cordance with lew, ” he added.

Hu urged people ¢ refrain from overreact-
ing@, :nd urged them to ensure social stability
by guarding against some people who might

make use of the current protests to disrupt nor-

mal public order.

(Xinhua) |
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China s Outraged!

EHRERBEEEN[THETLEA
R XBEOENNBEAE. ERURE
MK EE BAEZEFLHEREHENE
FIEEERPRERGERD.

Yugoslavia® s state-run™ Tanjug® news a-
gency reported four people were killed when
NATO missiles struck the Chinese Embassy in
Belgrace on Saturday, but Yugoslav media re-
ports later lowered the death toll to three.

More than 20 were injured and one person
was missing, China’s state-run Xinhua News A-
geney said. A Xinhua reporter and two reporters
for a national newspaper, Guangming Dailv,
were killed. it said.

The students in Beijing were brought to the
U.S. Embassy in Saturday on buses, including
one with signs that said “NATO Nazis. O” Many
carried banners and handwritten signs condemn-
ing the bombing of the Chinese Embassy. They
shouted “Down with® the Yankecs” and “Pro-
tect sovercignty and peace.”

Students said they were outraged because
thev believed NATO intentionally targeted the

Belgrade structure.

NATO spokesman Jamie Shea said NATO
forces mistakenly hit the embassy with “preci-
sion guided munitions? . He said NATO offered
“sincere regrets” to Chinese authorities.

On Saturday, a U. 5. official walked out of |

4
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. . o
the embassy in Beifjing several times to receive

protest statements® from the demonstrators.

After the students dispersed® at dusk?,
hundreds of people gathered at night including
waorkers in hard hats, lamilies with children,
voung couples znd groups of men.

Police stood in cordons™ al least six people
deep in front of the main embassy building to
keep crowds back. Demonstrators broke through
at least once.

Protests also were held Saturday in Shang-
hai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong. In Guang-
zhou, the higgest city in southern China, in-
volved tens of thousands of students from more
than 10 universities who convergcd® on the
U.S., British, French, [talian and Dutch® con-
sulates®, the state-run Xinhua News Agency re-
ported.

In Beijing early Sunday, another wave of
buses apparentl_v'ﬁ' arranged by universities ar-
rived with more students. Several thousand
merched down a main street of the embassy dis-
trict and shouted anti-American and anti- NATQ)
slogans™® when they passed the British compound®

Thousands of police in the embassy area
made the demonstrators move to a nearby street
about a block from the two embassies, where
they continued to protest after daylight Sunday.

U. 8. officials in Beijing advised staff and
other Americans in the Chinese capital “to raise their
security awareness,  said spokesman Bill Paltper.
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Security Council
Expresses Shock, Concern

LLFHETEFBHHERRTRSE, |
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UNITED NATIONS—The Security Coun-
il expressed shock and concern Saturday over
the damage and casualties¥ caused by a NATO
missile strike on China’s embassy in Belgrade.

China, Russia, Yugoslaviza and their allies
condemned the incident as a “ barbaric®” attack
that violated international law and the Geneva
Conventions® protecting diplomats. China called
an emergency late night meeting that continued
until 4 a.m. ET®.

While apologizing for the loss of life, the
United States and its NATO allies countered®
that Yugoslav President Siobodan Milosevic bore
the blame for any casualties from the NATO
raids because he had refused to comply with in-
ternational demands for a peaceful settlement in
Kosovo.

China’s state-run news agency Xinhua said
three people were killed.

® came during nearly five

The sparring
hours of tough closed-door negotiations and
sometimes acrimonious? public debate. The ses-

sion indicated that the incident was certain to
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complicate efforts to reach a peace agrecment in
Yugoslavia.

China is a2 permanent member of the U. N.
Security Council, where the United States and
Russia are seeking approval of a Kosove peace
plan.

NATO spokesman(g' Jamie Shea admitted
the alliance had hit the wrong building. “This is

an accident. We offered our sinccre regrets, ”
Shea told a morning briefing at NAT() headquar-
ters in Brussels”, Belgium.

NATO bombs were targeting® a weapons
warchouse that wordinates Yugoslavia®™ s weapons
imports and exports, close 1o the Chinese Em-
bassy during the heaviest mght of bombing in
Belgrade.

Shea could not explain how the embassy
was mistaken for the Yugoslav government
building .

Chinese Ambassador Qin Huoasun said NA-
TO) should be punished for the “indiscriminate™
attack, " and should also stop its air campaign
immediately and unconditicnally.

Yugoslaia® s U, N, representative, Viadislav
Jovanovic, said the hombing was not an acci-

dent. “This is one accepted crime by those who

have decided to stage a total war against Yu-
goslaviz, against a part of Europe, against Euo- |
rope as a whole, " Jovanovie said. “NAT( would J
never target civilians and NAT() would never
target an embassy, T Deputy UL S, Ambassador

Peter Burleigh sold the council.
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An  exasperated® Russian  Ambassador
Sergey Lavrov rejected his claim, saying the “hig
picture” was that NATO was exploiting a hu-
manilarian™ crisis in Yugoslavia to “destroy the
present world order, "which that is based on -
ternational .aw and the charter of the United Na-
tons.

China called the emcrgency meeting hoping
to condemn what it called a “barbaric” NATO
missile attack on its embassy as 2 “serious viola-
tion of international law.”

Instead, a consensus®statement reached af-
ter negoliations expressed the council’ s “shock
and concern” over casualties and damage.

The statement, which carries no legal
weight®™ and is merely a reflection of the council’ s
thinking, expressed the council’ s sympathy and
condolences to the Chinese gavernment and the
{families of the victims.

U. S officiels said they were pleased with
the final statement. But they then had (o sit
through®™ an opent council debate in which not
only Yugoslavia’ s allies in the Kosovo conflict
condemned Washington but [raq and Cuba as
well.

Iragi Ambassador Saeed Hasan said the atr-
tack on the embassy was similar 1o the “aggres-
sion”. Iraq was suffering at the hands of Wash-
ington—a “ pattern of the American behavior
which flouts® international law and the rights of
nations and peoples.”
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Embassy Bombing Condemned

EHERASEREPEEEINEREHY
B H#tRE SEERHHRMIX—&F1T,
#. B HE BEEERSALTERT BN
B, REZRFXFHARE, BEFET HiX
—E#HHHRR .

LONDON ( AP® )—Many non-NATO
countries Saturday condemned the alliance’ s2
bombing of the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade and
called for a quick end to hostilities. The United
States and other NATO countries apologized but
said blame ultimately lies with® Yugoslav Presi-
dent Slobodan Milvsevic because he has refused

h® their demands for a peaceful

to comply wit
settlement in Kosovo.

Yugoslav media said the attack on the em-
hassy kitled four Chinese.

Some expressed fears the bombing might
further complicate® efforts to reach a diplomatic
solution.

“The bombing of the Chinese Embassy in
Belgrade is, to say the least, unfortunate, and
one musl unfortunately expect that it will make
wark more difficult, ” Carl Bildt, a new U. N.
cnvoy™ for Kosovo, said Saturday in Sweden.

Japan’ s prime minister, one of Washing-
ton’ s staunchest™ non-NATO allies, reportedly
called the attack “ dcplorable® " and said his

country would work to find a peaceful end to the
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crisis as soon as possible.

“It is truly regrettable. It is deplorable that
a diplomatic establishment that is suppesed to
have extraterritorial® bheen mistakenly hit,”
Keizo Obuchi was quoted™ as saving by K_vodorf_B
News Agency.

Japan has supported NAT() in its airstrikes
against Yugoslavia over the conflict in Kosovo.
Obuchi arged China to be careful in not letting
the incident lead w a serious deterioration™ of
relations because” China has an important pres-
ence’ in world politics, Kyodo reported.

Russia, which has opposed the airstrikes,
was sharply critical of the attack.

President Boris Yeltsin called 11”4 barbarous

and inhuman®

act, " and Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Igor Ivanov canceled a trip to Britain for talks
on the crisis.

Indian Foreign Minister Jawant Singh called
the bombing proof that NAT(Q was mistaken in
trying to use force to bend Yugoslavia to its will.

Viemam®, which has had cool relations with

“profound condolences® 1o the Chinese government
and the families of the victims.”

NAT( nations calied the attack regrettable
but vowed to press on until they had reached a
sertlement that ended the Yugoslav crackdown®™
against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo, the Balkan

. 1 -
nation s southern Province.
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Clinton: Embassy Bombing
‘Tragic Mistake’

BEHT—BEARZE, LHXTHFE
EEHEEHRS, ANRERETABIIRM
MR, HEGE . R ERANZFATE
&

TINKER AIR FORCE BASEY, Okla™.
( AP?}—President Clinton called the hombing of
the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade a “tragic mis-
take” but said NATO has worked to minimize
such damage in its campaign against the forces of
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic.

“Tt is clear that we arc doing everything we
can to avoid innocent, civilian casualties,” the
president  said Saturday before hoarding Air
Force One for the flight home to Washington af-
ter a day viewing tornade! damage in Okla-
homa.

Clinton noted NATQ aircraft have made
mare than 10, 000 bombing runs with relatively
few casualties since airstrikes™ began March 24.
“We need some sense of proportion here,” he
said.

Nevertheless, Clinton sent”my regrets and
my profound condolences” to the leaders and the
people of China for the bombing that reportedly
killed four people in the embassy and injured 20.
“It was a tragic mistake, " he said.

In Washington, U. IN. Secretary-General

(DTINKER AR
FORCE BASE:
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Kofi Annan®, who was in the capital o give a
commencement * speech at Howard Universi-
t_v"“é\’, met [or about an hour with national securi-
ty adviser Sandy Berger, according to White
Mike The

spokesman said Berger cxpressed to Annan his

Touse  spokesman Hammer.
“deep regrets about the unfortunate incident”
with the embassy. Hammer said t(he iwo alwo
talked in general terms #bout “where we are 10-
day on Kosovo” and spent time for the UN.”

The president dismissed critics who sug-
gested the attack was an act of barbarism® |

Clinton would not answer a question about
how the accident would affect the Chinese position
on the U. N. Security Council toward a ( 8% reso-
lution setting the paramercrs® for an internation-
al vivilian and security mission afier the conflict
ends in Kosovo. Asked if the bombing was a set-
back®, he said: “I’' m convinced that NATO
should continue its mission.”

At the same time, Clinton expressed per-
sonal discomfort with the use of military foree
and its sttendant® collatcral® damage.

Clinton said the bombings could stop if
Milosevic would accept NAT(O’ s demands to
leave Kosovo and accept the return of ethnic Al-
banians to the province under the protection of
an international peacekeeping force™ .

“I think it’s important to remember why
these airstrikes have been necessary, ” he said.
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Was the Nato

Intervention a Mistake?

AL g E R, R R KR
FEE FERRAMREREL, LANTHEER
=—EIR? ik, XEEZR %25 (BBC)
HIT T REENEEAE,

It has been more than a month since the
Nato airstrikes began, and despite a considerable
display of Wesicrn fircpower'™, all indications
are that the Yugoslav leadership refuses to
vield? .

Yet many in the West believed that Slobo-
dan Miosevic would cave in™ rapidly once the
bombs started raining on Serbia® .

Since the start of the war, the scale of the
refugee excdus®—hundreds of thousands dis-
both

T .
threatened 1o destzbilize® neighbouring  coun-

placed, internally  and  externallv—has
trics.

And the plightt') of the refugees, the very
people Nato’s intervention was supposed to pro-
tect, has appalled@ the Western public.

So, from a Western European perspectlive—
was the Nato intervention a mistake? Do you a-
gree with the views of our contributors®?

Dan Ludlow, UK:

Remember what happened after the end of
WW1%? The allics erippled Germany and left
it with nothing but hate against the allies. The

. Dircpower: & 7
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Germans rebuilt their country with the hate a- |
gainst the people who gave them their pain and
destruction and thus we have WW2 because of
that. Look at the war i the Balkans, isn™t NA-
TGO crippling Yuogoslavia? The hate against NA- @

TO) by the Yugoslavians would be unforgettable.
The hate for NATO by the Russians is also dan-
gerously increasing. Please stop the strikes NA-

TO if you believe in peace then help the refugees
that have fled Kosove, all the Albanians have
fled from Kosove. Accept defeat and help those
i need. .,

Chris Marki, Canadian resident of
Switzerland; ‘

NATO hoped to break down Yugoslav mili-
tary in a couple of days. When they realized (hey

couldn’t do it, they are now locking for a justifi- '
cation® using pictutes of refugees and trying 10
persuade their nations that thetr air campaign is
to prevent humenitarian™ catastrophe,  Obvious-
ly they are having problems with media presenta-

¥ and large civilian casuahies?. NATO]

tions
would like to stop now. But how? They have to
admit defcat and threaten even the existence of
the organization. They would be very glad 1o
work out a compromise® where they would ap-
pear as winners and let the Yugoslavs have
their own way in Kosovo. TAKE IT OR
LEAVE IT!

Mikica Vulovic, Serbia:

All the WW2 evidernce is that bombing itself

does not crush enemy morale? . Not even city |
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