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INTRODUCTION

In order to meet the needs of students who wish to improve their
understanding of today’s China we have decided to provide a compre-
hensive Chinese language text which also introduces these students to

contemporary dynamic social changes.

Reviewing the currently available Chinese texts for 3rd year stu-
dents we found that no ready texts have systematically prepared the stu-
dents for an understanding of the present changes in ways of thinlging of
modern China. Of those texts partially introducing the present day Chi-
nese social condition the level of difficulty is so high that the texts might
prevent students reading for meaning, forcing them, rather, to focus
upon puzzling out individual words or syntactical components. Many of
these texts simply use original material without much consideration for
the adaptation to a language text. Some other texts use comparatively
simple sections of long passages. However,this kind of extracted mate-
rial might also prove ‘to be difficult to comprehend because it is removed

from its original context.

For the reasons above we have decided to produce a text which,
while introducing these new and ongoing changes without passing judg-
ment on them, will be iﬁteresting to and suitable for those who have
had only 2 years of college level language training or equivalent prepa-

ration.



We have decided at the very beginning of our project to design a
curriculum, rather than just a text, for a third year course. In this cur-
riculum, the content of the course focuses on modern Chinese culture
and society, while the pedagogical foundation is to place emphasis on
the communicative function of the language , where advanced reading,
grammar and conversation are stressed. The criteria to guide our selec-
tion and use of materials include both attention to the format and the
content of the text and the language acquisition process of the students.
That is, the curriculum aims at creating materials which generate
students’ language process competency in all 4 skills. In practice, this
results in the integration of classroom activities, in that one activity
leads naturally on to another related one. The student uses the informa-
tion obtained from one activity to perform another. In concrete terms
this means that each lesson should be learned in a series of pre-, mid-,
and post- reading activities. For the pre- reading activities, photographs
are employed in order to create a “mindset of readiness. ” Through dis-
cussing the photographs during this period,students are urged to specu-
late about the issue raised in the lesson. These activities orient the stu-
dents to the cultural background relevant to the reading. The middle ac-
tivity consists of the actual reading of the text. The post-reading activi-
ties are designed to ensure students’ comprehension of the lessons they
have studied. In oral discussion and in written exercises at the end of
each lesson, students are required to demonstrate their understanding of

the content by explicitly commenting on the story.

The book, therefore, has two equally important purposes. One is
to introduce the student to contemporary Chinese values and attitudes as
these aspects undergo rapid change. The other is to use authentic mate-
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rials printed in China to teach the student essential elements of the writ-
ten language which s/he will need to master in order to read diffiucult
modern texts. The text of the lessons are of two types which include
both original written material and material taken from actual Chinese
publications. The former, in expository style, are written by the au-
thors. These lessons are for extensive reading and aim to provide back-
ground information to appreciate the social changes that have taken
place in China since 1980. Following each original written lesson are
three articles from either newspapers or magazines as illustrations of the
existing conditions in present-day society. These lessons are for inten-
sive reading. Finally, at the end of each lesson we also include a short

essay for supplementary reading which aims at practice reading for gen-

eral information.

The choice of the lessons in the text was based on 3 criteria; 1)
their contemporary yet enduring value; 2)their level of difficulty,one
that should not be far beyond the grasp of the intended users but suffi-
ciently challenging to develop theri linguistic abilities; 3)providing the
students with examples of the journalistic style of writing. The lessons
are arranged around issues or topics, whose materials include language
of varying degrees of difficulty. This order does not take the place of
the more common structural arrangement and is justifiable on several
grounds: 1. Third-year students do not require strictly graded degrees of
difficulty; 2. the intrinsic interest of coherent texts helps té hold the
students’ attention; 3. the texts are actually drawn from Chinese sources
and thus present realistic challenges to the students. Moreover mahy of

them are writtem in 2 humorous style to stimulate students’ interest.



As a means to build up students’ linguistic competence the text also
puts stress on the learning of set phrases. Included in each lesson is a list
of items of commonly-used set phrases suitable for the advanced level.
The purpose of learning set phrases is to equip the students with lan-
guage that occurs repeatedly in actual Chinese texts and knowledge of
which will improve speed and competence. The grammatical component
of this text serves to solidify, expand, and refine the fundamental
knowledge of Chinese structure and syntax of which the students have
already been exposed on elementary and intermediate levels. The pho-
netic system is that of the pinyin system. Hopefully,the text may be

printed in both regular and simplified characters.

This book took two years to write. During that time, Beijing Uni-
versity Chinese Language Center graduate students Wang Wei and Wu
Yanbing assisted with part of the work. We especially want to express
our thanks here. We also wish to acknowledge the assistance of The
Consortium for Language Teaching and Learning which provided funds
in partial support of the project.

The text consists of
A. b5 units, containing 3 lessons each.
Each unit, in addition, has a short introduction of cultural
background information which will enhance understanding of
the issues raised in the unit.
Each unit is accompanied with photographs.
Each lesson will include
a. text,

b. gloss,



c. set phrases - constructed from the lexical items in the
same lesson,
d. short. dialogues for listening comprehension,
e. grammar notes and illustrative sentences,
f. short essay for supplementary reading,
g. exercise.
The set phrases, grammar notes and their illustrative sen-
tences will be accompanied by the English equivalents.
B. Text of the listening comprehension for all the lessons in the
texbook - beginning on page 171.
C. Recorded lessons, drills and short dialogues are done in 2 voices

~ one male voice and one female voice, recorded in Beijing.
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H: 17 NEW WORDS

1. A0 rénkdu N. population
2.4EF zhUfdng N. house

3. thin  bira for example

4. ATiH jiaotong  N. traffic

5. 42\ shiye VO. to lose one’s job
6. ¥j#fr wujia M. price

7. B fubai  Swv. corrupt

8.Z< bén PN . this

9. 5T danyudn N. unit
10. 5% pian M. for report
11. 3 baocdao N. (news)report
12.4Z yi  Nu. a hundred million
13.25 wéi V. is/was
14. ¥ zéngzhang V. increase
15. #85f chaogud V. exceed
16. £+ 2K 70 nidndai mo TW. the end of the 70's
17. %) pingjon V. average
18. 7K shuiping N. level
19. AWt  biuduande Adv. uninterruptedly ; continuously
20. Wt A\ shéura  N. income
21. R jomin N, resident
22. A mianji N. area
23. -} ¥ pingfangmi N. square metre
24.% gai V. build
25.F tao M. a suite of rooms"
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26. 4588 jichtn V. to get married

27. % &3] guanxidao V. affects/related to

28. F2Z ' qianjia wanhi M. thousands and thousands of families
29. [t fanying V. reflects ‘
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