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A Woman Dedicated to

Preschool Education’

It is a great event in the educational circles that Professor Zhao
Jishi’s manuscripts on preschool education are coming out at the
turn of both the new millennium and the new century. These
manuscripts are not only the fruits of her nearly twenty years of
probing, researching and innovating in the field of preschool edu-
cation, but also her reflections on and contributions to the theories
of preschool education and their applications. So, these
manuscripts show her academic achievements and her 20 years of
new life, the publication of which will surely bring new invaluable
wealth to the treasury of preschool education.

China’ s preschool education was developing rapidly during the
last 20 years, with dimensions expanded greatly and the qualities
improved remarkably. But the path of this development was not
smooth. In fact, it was tortuous and often confused. In this
period, Professor Zhao’s ideas and teaching experiences played a
guiding role in reforming and developing China’s preschool educa-
tion. In the 1980s, the movement of ‘setting wrong things right’
in China brought lots of opportunities to the development of
preschool education. The movement of educational reform
throughout the country also pushed the development of preschool
education, and brought theoretical and practical problems to
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A Woman Dedicated to Preschool Education

preschool educators. In this field, scholars and practitioners were
facing many great challenges including how to adapt to the
changed and changing society, how to solve the contradictions be-
tween the new ideas and the old ones, and between the reality of
China and the advanced experiences of the Western World.
Therefore, it was a period of debating, puzzling and confusing.
During that period, however, Professor Zhao put forward the idea
of comprehensive education, which was based on the
developmental theories of young children, the pedagogical princi-
ples of kindergartens, the past experiences and lessons about
preschool education, and also her own theory and her critical sum-
maries of others’ theories and practices. Meanwhile, Professor
Zhao herself applied the idea of comprehensive education into
practice. Since her idea and practice touched upon the key prob-
lems concerning the reform of preschool education, they attracted
great attentions and triggered people’s reflections, theoretical or
practical, on such problems as the aims of kindergartens, the
qualifications of teachers, and so on. Thus, preschool educators at
that time were directed to think about more realistic questions
such as why to reform, what to reform and how. Consequently,
the formalistic working style, which was still prevailing at that
time, was limited by Zhao's efforts to a great extent. Therefore,
Professor Zhao’s theory of comprehensive education and its appli-
cations played an influential role in guiding the reform of China’s
preschools to a healthy direction.

At the early time of China’s reform and opening to the outside
world, to visit foreign countries was a serious challenge to the
scholars of preschool education. Because of language barrier or be-
cause of age, we lost many opportunities to go abroad to observe
and study. In the early 1980s, a project was sponsored by UN-
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ESCO to help China to train preschool teachers. Since Nanjing
Normal University was well staffed, it was selected as the under-
taker for the first round cooperation programs. When the first in-
vestigation team was organized to visit abroad, Zhao was a mem-
ber of that team. With a good command of English, Zhao took
every opportunity to communicate widely with the countries visit-
ed. She made great effort to collect information and to observe the
practice of preschool education in the concerned countries, the
mission increased the communications between China and the out-
side World and also paved the way for further communications.
On the other hand, this kind of communications was a theoretical
preparation for reforming our country’ s preschool education.
Since then, Professor Zhao played an important role in a series of
activities concerning cooperation and academic communication be-
tween China and the other countries. Thus, she contributed a lot
to the academic communications between Chinese scholars of
preschool education and their foreign colleagues.

Professor Zhao' s knowledge base is very wide. She gives her
attention not only to preschool education, but also to the develop-
ment and reform of the whole educational system. Her interest
covers many areas that have connections with education, including
psychology, sociology, ecology, and Marxist theory on human
development. In particular, she critically adopted the rational ele-
ments of Piaget’ s developmental theory and Brown’s ecological
theory of human development, and based on them, she construct-
ed her own theory of preschool education to guide everyday activi-
ties in the field. From here, we can see her unique academic in-
sight and her great talent in putting theories into practices.

In the research of preschool education, Professor Zhao does not

limit herself to a narrow scope. On the contrary, her research ar-
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eas are extended from ‘3—6’ to ‘0—6", from normal to special
children, from cities to rural areas, from preschool institutions to
families, from education of children to training of preschool teach-
ers, and from macro theoretical problems to micro practical opera-
tions. In all these areas and with a step-by-step plan, she is al-
ways engaged in probing theories and in examining the theories by
practices.

Professor Zhao advocates that university teachers should com-
bine their teaching with research. Thus, those specialized in
preschool education should collaborate with the practitioners at
kindergartens and nurseries, both sides should work together to
explore the ways to unite theories with practices. In this way,
both scholars and practitioners, or both theories and experiences
will be benefited from each other. As a result, a theory of
preschool education based on China’s realities and thus with Chi-
nese characteristics will be developed step by step. I believe that
the present book by Professor Zhao will bring some edification and
reflections to those working in the field of preschool education.

Professor Zhao is a scholar with a strong sense of social respon-
sibilities. She is also a modest and easy-going friend who is always
willing to offer instructions to others. To be with her, you can
feel that she is really a woman dedicated to loving and caring the
others. It is a pleasure for Professor Zhao to guide and help the
young people. In fact, she pays great attention to cultivate a
caring, responsible and dedicated young generation. Her idea that
young teachers at normal universities should work in kinder-
gartens for a period of time is very valuable, and it has been put
into practice.

Though now at her 70s, Professor Zhao still keeps close touch
with the grassroots. She never stops probing, never stops study-
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ing, and never stops writing. This might be the main reason why
she has achieved so much. During the last 20 years, she has made
great contributions to the development of our country’s preschool
education, which have impressed us so deeply. She loves her job
deeply, always working creatively and with very high commit-
ment, this kind of spirit is what we should learn from her.
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