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the full-scale of the bronze four-horse chariot
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@ H%EELE
the full-scale of the bronze chariot
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detail of the head of
the bronze horse
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the side horse of the bronze chariot
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the bronze kneeling driver
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Patterns on the ceiling of the
canopy of the bronze chariot
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inside view of the front window interior view of the back window
of the bronze chariot of the bronze chariot
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INTRODUCTION

The Mausoleum of The Emperor Qin Shi Hu-
ang' is §ituated ‘at the southern foot of Mt, Lishan,
35 km east of Xian, Shaanxi- Province, Bordering
the 'Hu'éqhig Hot* Spring in the west, with the: Wei.
River tolling ‘along on its' north, it is well-knowa.
for its scemic beauty. i<

The discbvery of pottery  warriors and horses,
éast“of Emperor Qin Shi Huang's tomb fifteen years
agb;f‘h‘as ‘well known both at homé and abroad and
has produced wide repercussion among archaeolog-
ists “of thé”v?rbx"ld.The two lifelike bronze .chariots,
each with four ‘horses, unearthed.west of Qin -Em-~
peror's ‘tomb in December, 1980 are more precious
among 'thé cultural relics in the world,

The two- chariots, each with four horses and a
drivet; ‘werelaid ahead and ‘behind -when  discove~
red, With single shaft-and two wheels, this kind of
chariot ‘is- thé ‘réal reprodiction ‘of the -shape of

chinese ancient chariots,In ancient times chariot with
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an umbrella-like canopy Was called gao che(it was
called yao che in the Han Dynasty), and the cha-

riot with a square cabin and its thin roof was ca~

lled an che (literally “safe and comfortable -chari- .,

Ot” ) .
Now an che has already been restored and on

display in the Museum of The Terracota Warriors
and Horses,

The an che with a team of four horses is 8,17m
in length and 1,06m, in height, It's & carriage with
a single shaft, two wheels and a raised coach body
divided into front and back chambers, There is a
coach door on the left side of the front chamber
and-ioside it there is a bronze Xneeling driver, Its
image is true to life and its expression is. vivid, ln
the bottom of-the back chamber there é.re railings
on the four sides,

-The-railings extend beyond the chamber and a
fixed elliptic coach roof rests on them, At the back
is a siagle coach door, which can be opened or
closed freely, There is a coach. window on each of
the front, the left and the right Sides, On the wi-
ndow are holes of decorative patterns ingeniously
constructed, The windows also open and close eas~
ily, la froamt ol the chariot stand four horses with

accurate shapes and powerful physiques, The ch-

2

B



ariot, horses and bronze figure were completely pa-
inted, and exquisitely and beautifully decorated,

Patterns of one-legged chinese dragons and geome—
tric figures decorate the coach body both inside
and outside, The coloured drawings are simple but
elegant and with gold and silver ornaments to ma-
tch, they look luxurious and solemn,

The chariot, the horses and the bronze figure
of charioteer were moulded by casting, Then they
were fled smooth, polished, punched and mortised,
The techniques of inlay casting, welding, riveting,
jroining with hinges, fixing with pegs and nails and
so on were applied, Thus many parts were put to-
gether to form the whole chariot, the joining being
masterly,

The discovery of this chariot has provided a
material object as a valuable example for the study
of the society of the Qin dynasty and the system
of chariots and dresses of the ancient chinese em-
perors, The high skill in the making of this char-
iot displays the outstanding creative power of the

labouring people in ancient china 2000 years ago,
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