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THE VERB “BE”

7 BE

In the present, the verb BE has three forms:

3iE) BE A= —BAAERE A

wf‘?f,ﬁ;—
- be, she, it

we, you,m ‘

SINGULAR
LR

first person | am young.
B— A
second person You are strong.
LI

third person

EEUN

PLURAL
¥

first person
F— A&
second person

LN o

He is clever.
She is pretty.
it is cheap.

We are happy.

You are kind.




THE VERB “BE”

third person They are rich.

EZAWK

EXERCISE 1 A

Write the missing sentences .

BEHARBMAT.

| am happy. | am clever. I am careful.
You are happy.

He is happy.

She is happy.

We are happy. We are clever.

You are happy.

They are happy. They are careful.

EXERCISE 1 B
Make sentences , combining the words from each column .

R=EAREEKRRARETF.

here
! there
you out
he am back
she is at home
we are at work
you asleep
they awake
upstairs
downstairs

EXERCISE 1 C

Change the sentences, replacing the names with the pronouns he,
she or they.



THE VERB “BE”

FAFRIRIE he, she 5 they B AIPERIA L .
Lucy is clever.—She is clever.
Bill and Ken are there.—They are there.

1. Mary is pretty. 2. Tom is young. 3. Tom and Ben are glad. 4. Mr Webb is
late. 5. Roger and Mark are here. 6. Wendy is a student. 7. Peter is a teacher.

8. Bill is a businessman. 9. Ron and Ben are tall. 10. Liz is a nurse.

EXERCISE 1 D
Use the right form of BE.

%A BE M EHEAES

1. My name Gregory Hill. 2.1 a doctor. 3. |
thirty-five. 4. My wife thirty. 5. Her name
Jessie. 6. Our home in Oxford. 7. We
very happy here. 8. Bill Douglas my friend. 9. He
a doctor too. 10. His brother Jack a student.

11. Bill and Jack in London now. 12. | in Oxford.

EXERCISE 1 E
Use the word (s) in brackets to make new sentences. Add too at
the end of each sentence .
RG-S B A 1R E s ), 3 F) K I “too”
| am late. (You)—You are late too.
Sally is at home. (1)—1 am at home too.

1. Mary is pretty. (Susan and Helen)

2. She is a good typist. (Youw

3. Jane is late. (Paul and Fred)
4. This dress is cheap. (The coat)

5. Tom is a good swimmer. M

6. Maggie is very kind. (Yow

7. Jack.is a bright student. (Jackie)

8. Peter and Fred are absent. (David)



THE VERB “BE”

9. He is busy. [
10. Mr White is in Boston. (My mother and father)

E] In conversational language. short forms of BE are preferable:.
A&+ AMTEER AR BE WE SR

lam=Im . weare=we're
he is=he’s you are=you're
she is=she’s they are=they’'re .
it is=it's B

EXERCISE 2 A
Read the sentences , using short forms of BE.

AizhiA BE M B ERiEX LA F .

1. It is very dark. 7. She is in New York.
2. 1 am fine. 8. He is away.

3. We are busy today. 9. 1 am angry with you.
4. They are late. 10. They are old.

5. He is lucky. 11. We are here.

6. You are very kind. 12. It is difficult.

B INTERROGATIVES are formed by changing the word order
4 A 3 1T 4 A 1) )

“He ig " lazy.

Usually, the reply to this question is in the short form. Because of
that, this type of question is called a yes/no question;
A8 RIAS T 58 (90 6 IR, BB ek ) ) B yess/mo ) 41

Is he young? = Yes, he is. /No, he is not.



THE VERB “BE”

Interrogative Affirmative Negative
- 108 HEEE sEEE®
Am | happy? Yes, | am.’ No, | amnot.
Are you strong? Yes, you are. No, you are not.
Is he clever? Yes, he is. No, he is'not. -
Is she pretty? Yes, she is: No, she is not.
Is it cheap? Yes, it is. No, it is not.
Are we famous? Yes, we are. No, we are not. -
Are you kind? Yes, you are No, you are not.
Are they rich? Yes, they are. No, they are not.
EXERCISE 3 A
Write the missing questions .
HHARKE A,
Am | sure? Am | late? Am | ready?
Are you sure? -
Is he sure? o
Is she late?

Are we sure?

Are they sure?

EXERCISE 3 B

Complete the answers .

IR R

1. Are you sure?

. Are they here?

. Is Mary at home?
. Are we late?

. Is he honest?

DT s W N

. Are you hungry*

No. | am not.

Yes. they

Yes. she

Are you ready?



THE VERB “BE”

»

. is Tom fat?

8. Is your house large?

9.
10.
1.
12.

Is the bag heavy?
Are they tired?

Is Jane tall?

Is the weather cold?

EXERCISE 3 C

Ask (an) other student(s) .

fol £ A 42 1) «

Is she present?

. Are you English?

. Is the door shut?

. Is it winter now?

. Is the room small?
. Are you tired?

. Is this exercise easy?

EXERCISE 3 D

Make questions. Ask others to reply .

"

1.

N v AW N

i 15, T A

It is important.

- The lesson is over.

.t am afraid.

- The situation is hopeless.
. This letter is for me.

. They are absent.

. The water is hot.

Yes,
Yes,
No.
Yes,
Yes,
No,

8. Is your house near here?
9. Am ! right?

10. Are you sure?

11. Is the floor clean?

12. Is Chicago in Europe?
13. Are you twenty?

14. Are we good at English?

8. Mr Hill is in Leeds.

9. Mother is tired.

10. You are ready.

11. 1 am late.

12. They are here.

13. This book is interesting.

14. Their house is near the park.

THE NEGATIVES are formed by using not after the verb .

2R 5 I\ not M B E 4]



THE VERB “BE”

In the conversational language, short forms are preferable:

AEF AMTEERAEEEX.

is oot

EXERCISE 4 A

Make negative sentences .

BETER,

| am not right. | am not hungry. 1 am not lazy.
You are not right.

He

We

You
They

EXERCISE 4 B

Make the sentences negative .

ETHEFEABRER,

1. You are ill. 8. The cake is good.

2. Kate is a secretary. 9. They are back.

3. This book is interesting. 10. Wendy is at home.

4. | am hungry. 11. He is a bright student.

5. It is cold. 12. Ken is strong.

6. The door is open. 13. We are pleased with you.
7. Alice is English. 14. She is abroad.



THE VERB “BE"

5 . The PAST SIMPLE of the verb BE is was for the singular and were
—-- for the plural:
#inl BE 0934 X X P HCH was, HEH were:

1, he, she, it was

we, you, they were

Affirmative Interrogative Negative
V) g EEH

| was there. Was | there? | was not there.
You were there. Were you there? You were not there.
He was there. Was he there? He was not there.
She was there. Was she there? She was not there.
It was there. Was it there? It was not there.
We were there. “ Were we there? We were not there.
You were there. Were you there? You were not there.
They were there.  Were they there? They were not there:

In the conversational language, short forms of the negative are pref-
erable:

RisF . ANEERNFE G R EE .

was not = wasn’t
were not = weren't

EXERCISE 5 A
Make sentences . using the past simple .

Hi-- it 2 i,

{ was at home. } was not at home. Was | at home?
You

He o
She



THE VERB “BE”

EXERCISE 5 B

Put the sentences into the past simple .

B FVA] 7R - o F i

1. 1 am very hungry. 8. He is wrong.

2. Are you hungry too? 9. They are very quiet.

3. The room isn't dark. 10. 1 am not angry with you.

4. They are in a hurry. 11. Is the water deep?

5. Are your neighbours noisy? 12. We are not sure.

6. | am ashamed. 13. Is it cold outside?

7. Are you afraid of ghosts? 14. He isn’t a sailor, he is a soldier

EXERCISE5 C

Make sentences. Give negative answers. Use the present tense.

M—B A & R A B mE,
Are you a postman? —No, | am not. ’'m a student.

V.o twenty? . twenty-three.
2. a taxi-driver? a barber.

3. lazy? _____ hard-working.
4. happy? unhappy.
5. busy? o idle.

6. married? single.

7. American? Chinese.

8. blue-eyed? _black-eyed.

EXERCISE 5 D

Make questions in the past tense. Give affirmative answers. Re-

place nouns with pronouns and add quite or very.



THE VERB “BE”

A — Mt i SE s F R A, G B E . 25 TR A
B AT, HFE T BRI L quite =X very,

Were they happy? — Yes, they were very happy.

Was Tim angry? — Yes, he was quite angry.

—_

__you sure?

. __ Bob hungry?
_ mother pleased?
_ the box heavy?
_ they kind?
__the hat pretty?
__the boy young?
__the soup good?

. __his flat large?

O @ O N OO s W N

__the room dark?
1. __they famous?
12. __itcold?

10



PLURAL FORMS OF THE NOUN

BRI EHEN

in English, NOUNS are divided into common nouns (bird, tree, air, E:]
love) and proper nouns (Mary, Jack, New York, the Mississippi).
There are countable (bird, tree) and uncountable nouns (air, love).

Pl AL Db Wi S AT Z P AL BIX b s Lk e AT LI ENEIE € 4T B

In the singular, they may be used with the indefinite article a/an,
they also have the plural form and they can be counted when used
with numerals or the words many, some, several, few and a few.

Generally, most nouns form their plqral by adding -s.
TERBOERT, A ULRAE i a/an —BER . LiAEHEHR
¥R, BBEE 5 many, some, several, few Ml a few —&F [, @&

W R Z R A E A R AN -s WA UL R O

Singular Plural " 7
TRy e S | g e

one boy *fhree boys -
_agir - ‘many gitls

a tree _ Some trees -

a guest - several guests. -

a mistake few mistakes

a day a few days

11
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