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UNIT ONE

Part A Text

Warm-up Questions
" 1. Do you like sports?
2. What do you know about the Olympic Games?
3. Do you think the Olympic Games will bring benefits to the host city?

Place Wars and the Olympic Games
S. E. Roulac

Perhaps no other events in contemporary society equals the impact of the Olympic
Games on a region’s economy, sense of self, and perceived role in the world community. The
Olympic spotlight burns intensely on the city playing host to athletes, officials, and spectators
from all continents and nearly 200 countries, gathered before 3 billion television viewers
around the world.

In 1984, Los Angeles gained great stature in the global community through its successful
hosting of an Olympics where good will and financial success contrasted sharply with the
strife and economic burdens of previous Olympics. Having been chosen as the host of the
Centennial 1996 Summer Olympics, Atlanta, Georgia, needs to balance the euphoria of
selection with the reality of long-term pragmatism.

The economic impact of the Los Angeles Olympics was reported to include gross
expenditures of approximately $1.4 billion, and the Games generated approximately 75,000
temporary jobs. Initial estimates of the economic impact of the 1996 Atlanta Olympics are
$3.5 billion in primary and secondary expenditures in the Georgia economy and the creation
of some 83,000 jobs.

The benefits of hosting the Games may not always be immediately apparent. The
Olympics are a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for visibility. The visibility that Barcelona
gained by hosting the 1992 Summer Games has been an important consideration in decisions
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involving business expansion within Spain and by international companies seeking to locate
in Spain. Similarly, Calgary in Alberta, Canada, was not particularly well-known before
hosting the 1988 Winter Olympics but gained extraordinary and lasting visibility that led to
its emergence as a major tourist attraction, especially for the Asian market.

The reality for Atlanta is that an event such as the Olympics raises the city’s profile but
does not guarantee an infusion of corporate relocations. Those decisions ultimately must be
based on business fundamentals.

However, a major event such as the Olympics can instill new confidence in a region,
motivating investors who previously had not considered that region as a target priority to
commit capital. This phenomenon clearly is evident in Atlanta, as investors who previously
would have been disinclined to consider Atlanta hotel investments are now showing new
confidence in the region and actively seeking hotel investment opportunities.

The economic costs of major capital expenditures to enhance the quality of housing
stock and recreation are so great that host cities cannot afford expenditures that will be
inefficient and lack meaningful subsequent uses. Lessons may be gained from the mistakes of
new Orleans, Louisiana, and Knoxville, Tennessee, where, in anticipation of the one-time
World’s Fair demands, the top end of the hotel market was dramatically over built, resulting
in a substantial surplus of rooms that continues to overhang the market. In Atlanta, planners
would be advised to concentrate on new construction of “moderate income” type housing that
can ultimately be converted and used for permanent residences.

On balance, the Los Angeles Olympics turned out to be highly stimulating to the region.
They instilled a sense of pride, motivated people to work together, and encouraged
development of infrastructure improvements in ways that were most positive. The Olympics
ultimately was a turning point for a city that was not understood. Atlanta can achieve a

similar positive result by proper planning and collaborative efforts.

& NEW WORDS

contemporary  /kan'temprari/ a. LR, HEIW
tmpact /impakt / n =AUl

perceive /pa'si:v/ vt e, =ut, BH
spotlight / 'spotlait/ n. BRYEAT

athlete /' '20lizt/ n. BRI
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SEREER, BE—TIH

global / 'glaub(a)l/ a.

strife /straif/ n. Fvb, B, s
centennial /sen'tenial/ a, BHEY; —HREAEL S
euphoria fju'foria/ n. G, &R MEEL
pragmatism /pregmetizem/ n SEHRFEN

gross / gros/ n. HEEH). SH. EH
expenditure /ik'spenditfs / n. S LR

initial finif(a)l/ n. TR/, BRAIHY

apparcnt /o'peerant/ n. HH R

profile /prau'fail/ n. BE, SME, Rk

infusion /infju:z(a)n / n. N

corporate / 'ka:parit/ a. HEHR, 2 AR, RER, £1EH
instill /in'stil/ vt. 1818 Hh vl iy

motivate /' moautiveit/ Vi, Bk

enhance /in‘ha:ns/ vt. R, R

subsequent / 'sabsikwant/ a. faHRM, HEH

surplus / 'sa:plas/ n. R, R

a. TR, FRH

stimulating / 'stimjuleitin/ a. HIBEY, Aty
infrastructure  / 'infrastraktfa/ n. HR&ie

collaborative /ko'lbreitiv/ a. H1ER, UMER, &1ETRI
PHRASE

once-in-a-lifetime TFEHE &R

one-time — R

moderate income PR AR

on balance psNi B i)

turn out to be GERE

turning point i A
£ NOTES B

Atlanta

FF = RCGREER T HETE )
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Georgia
New Orleans
Tennessee
Louisiana
Knoxville
Barcelona
Calgary
Alberta

&5 EXERCISES
|. Reading Comprehension

g LI (F7 F £ E I EF)

MRRE GEEEOHRT)

Mg G )

g BETLZ N (REHR)

W HTHER (SEE PG M R BB 8 )
MBS 9N (PG AF AR AR L4k
F/RIME (2K PRI ERE )
BIR{BEE (MZEXH—HE)

Choose the best answer to each question.
1. In 1984, Los Angeles gained great stature in the global community through

A. the successful hosting of the Olympic Games

B. a serious accident
C. hosting of World Cup
D. the discovery of a cave

2. The benefits of hosting the Games apparent.
A. may not always be immediately B. has never been -

C. is seldom

3. In 1992, the Olympic Games was held in

A. Sydney
C. Barcelona

D. is by no means

B. Atlanta
D. Los Angels

4. According to the passage, “the top end of the hotel market was dramatically over

built” means

£

A. hotels built were not enough B. too many hotels were built
C. hotels are too tall for the market D. hotels were shabbily built
5. On balance, the Los Angeles Olympics turned out to be to the region.

A. insignificant
C. highly stimulating

Ii. Getling Information

B. a depression
D. harmful

Answer the following questions in English.
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1. What event in contemporary society has the biggest impact on a region’s economy,

sense of self, and perceived role in the world community?

2. How did Los Angels gain great stature in the global community in 1984?

3. How did Barcelona benefit from the Olympics?

4. Why were planners in Atlanta advised to concentrate on new construction of “moderate

income” type housing for Olympics?

5. Why was the Los Angeles Olympics highly stimulating to the region?

l. Vocabulary and Structure
A. Choose the correct word/phrase to fill into each sentence, using the proper form.

contemporary  contrast turning point  gross guarantee
subsequent substantial tumouttobe  motivate positive
1. The weight of the cargo is 3,000 tons.
2. Black and white show a striking
3. T am rather that I have given you his address.
4. I prefer classical music to music.
5. That conversation with my teacher was a in my life.
6. Examinations do not a student to seek more knowledge.
7. Many shopkeepers satisfaction to customers.

8. How do you explain the event?
9. Wehad a meal in his new house.
10. Can you imagine that? The murderer an elegant lady!
B. Find the opposites of the following words in the text. The first letter of each word

has been given out.
2. expenditure i

1. gain l
4. positive n

3. major m
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5. similar d 6. gross n
IV. Translation

A, Translate the following into Chinese.,
1. The benefits of hosting the Games may not always be immediately apparent.

2. An important consideration in decisions involving business expansion within Spain

and by international companies seeking to locate in Spain.

3. guarantee an infusion of corporate relocations

4. gained extraordinary and lasting visibility that led to its emergence as a major
tourism attraction, especially for the Asian market

5. achieve a similar positive result by proper planning and collaborative efforts

B. Translate the following into English.

I B~ ELS BRI ZERFERE N L& - (tumn out to be)

2. fAlEIEHCR BB 5 WA - (apparent)

3. IXER/INHTE RERER 2 - (global)

4. BT IREDBEEFRIIEE o (perceive)

5 fREE —EFENRANEE T 41EHE? (spotlight)

V. Writing Task
Beijing attempts to host the 28™ Olympic Games. What is your opinion about it?
Write a passage in some 120 words.

VI. Oral Practice

Some peaple think that sports are positive in improving the unity of different nations
while others think sports worsen the strains between nations. Work in groups to
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discuss the two opinions.

Part B Skill Training

Descriptive Writing (##3£37)

—. HiRAX W=
RANR—FRESE RS, R—EN/AaBBIERNESIE,. XAY.

BY . 8. GTFHTHEN2E . S5 XE2FENNMLEECEEBEN « %

SERMET S EHER, AEFMENETHREEEN. HEEN. BRI

WEVMAEERS . EdNATHHE. EABFEAMESER . EYEEE. £H

HREE - XEHEAHKRNDVERN 25T XNETHNEE -

Z. BRXWMEESE

1. FEIPR

XBHAFENR2EFENF#EWEYRENHE, BPEE-IMFEN. &
WS . R XENTEE -

2. Rk

ERBEBHR Y G, FENZEEMET . TN, XERSSZ2EW. —RBHE,
FEEEREN. NZHALEESRE. PREER.

3. EREE

FESHTFHE, BEHMLHATONT . EHEA B Y2l FEN
FEEEMT, FRSHEt R HTHES . MINERERBHEZRN; WEBE K
WiEEhz; MEBEITHMATEIL; NEBEBMNEELE . MFHER, NEAF—,
TENRET. REXE,. FREEMERRER . TR . A BEHEKRH
RSB, 5 N LLEEA -

1) XtPIHER
A beautiful 4 bedroomed house, built in 1979, on St. Andrews Avenue. The house stands

on its own in the middle of trees and open space, away from the road. There is a large garden
with a beautiful lawn and flower-beds. The house is only about I mile from the center of the
town, which has a large shopping center, cinemas, a theatre and so on. The railway station is

also very close.
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The house is heated by gas central heating. There are four bedrooms and a bathroom.
The higgest bedroom also has a second bathroom suite. Downstairs there is a dining room and
a very large living room. The kitchen is next to the dining room, and there are cupboards and
equipment already fitted. From the front door, the visitor comes into a lobby, with a
cloakroom to the right. Then, on the right of the stairs is the boiler room. The hall heads into
the kitchen. The house is very well-decorated and painted. There is also a garage.

FRI XA G PRI S ZIZRM NI NBINR 7 ZHE ) - SRS B R st (1 8 R A
RHFERILS . BER NCHINEREH R E R - REF 7 Eivid

2) X AHHER

He stood out splendidly above all my uncles because he did not stand out at all. That was
his distinction. He was the most common man ever known. You would never pick him out in

a crowd. He became just another man the minute he was in one. You would never remember
his hair or his chin, or the shape of his ears. If he said something, you would agree with it,
and, an hour later, you would be sure you had said it yourself.

B BRI —BFNARBB I FEREI AR BESIH, RN . £
MHREREER, EAVRZBENRED . BEEIEEER, S 2%
L “BRFHBIAN

3) XTEfRRYRER

The original Olympics took place nearly 3000 years ago, in the year 776 BC. Many
different sports were played, including boxing, running, throwing the discus, though there
were fewer sports involved than the modern Olympics. People came from all over Greece to
watch the Games beneath Mount Olympus, and even cities or states that were fighting wars

stopped them for the duration of the games.

JRE 3000 SFEIMRIZEHFETEEA NS HZ %, HRE SHBEHANTEERK
DCHP LT IE 2T - 1212 5h2 BRI 2 IEEITARATSRFR th ARG VL3R -
REHRMARE, FEANEENEFE - MNERAARN T # .

=, N
1. #EXHENIEAY - BYBERERIMREHE -
2. WEBTERMYRNREDR . A, BHLIHERM .
3. EXEFEBNEGL WEAFENRR EXEEREES.
4. WEEEE—EH - FFEANUE . BHEMERES WP -
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EXERCISE
Write a 120-word composition on one of the following topics.

1. My Classroom

2. A Good Teacher to Remember
3. Sunset

4. A Rainy Day

Part C Supplementary Reading

The Winner Is Sydney
Pamela Hart

Sydney is excited at last. This arrogant, messy city takes a while to wind up but it’s
happened just in time. Now we’re wandering about dazzled by the sight of our own town. We
can’t quite believe it. .

Today this is a town of flowers, barricades, queues, hay fever, helicopters, cheap dollars,
white cruise ships, khaki shorts—don’t they know it’s only September! —empty schools, lost
TV crews, clearways, buses from the bush, buskers coining fortunes, signs warning “Expect
Long Delays”, noisy bars, overpriced art, security tags in every shape and size and—until
tonight -— strangely invisible athletes.

It feels like December without having to buy presents, Christmas with the year’s work
still to be done. Hookey for adults.

The weather helps. Should foreigners be warned it’s not always like this? Should we
take them aside and tell them about March? The big political risk of showing Sydney to the
world in spring is the danger the world will want to move here. There’s no room. Perhaps
Bob Carr should order hotels to screen, 24 hours a day, those shark- and spider-frenzy videos
that Canberra uses to frighten refugees.

That’s another Sydney boast right now: we’re never going to sleep.

Tonight is the show, the biggest on Earth. What could suit this town better? In Sydney

we party before the work is finished. It’s been our way from the start. White settlement began

here with a wild party the night a great storm rolled over the harbor.
“The scene which presented itself at this time and during the greater part of the night
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beggars every description,” wrote Arthur Smyth, a surgeon watching from one of the ships.
“some swearing, others quarrelling, others singing, not in the least regarding the Tempest.”

Spare us the storm tonight. And spare us the narks who worry what the world will think.
Sydney is always happy to lap up the world’s flattery, but it has its prim side that worries
terribly about the verdict of the world.

This isn’t a time for po-faced concern about our sophisticated image. If a blow-up
kangaroo is pedaled across the Olympic stadium, let’s relax. It’s funny. The world will
probably catch the joke. The iaugh won’t be on us—unless, of course, we fix it. That doesn’t
look like happening.

Of course, the mood changes the moment the party is over, when the hope and the dreams hit
the reality of the Games. Everyone is here to be tested. What matters after the last fireworks have
spluttered out is weights and measures: how far, how fast, how high, how heavy. Competition is a
cruel business. We wouldn’t be interested if it weren’t. Gold medals are only won after an awful
lot of fine athletes—even our athletes—lose in front of an audience of billions.

If only we could trust the Games will be—in the words of Monty Python—cruel but fair.
In a world where faimess counts for less and less, the expectation that makes the Games
matter is the hope—despite all the money thrown at them, despite the arrogance of the 10C,
despite the drugs—that they’ll be fair. What point are the Games if they’re not?

Australia has something to offer here: a stubborn, democratic hatred of cheating. At least
out on the sporting field. That our dour Customs officials have done more to bust athletes on
the justice than just about any other agency on Earth, is something of which to be proud. Let’s
hope they stay resolute. Let’s hope our athletes are clean.

This needn’t be $5 billion blown in a fortnight. The unfamiliar sight of Sydney doing
something excellently might convince us, at last, that we can handle other tasks better than
we’ve ever done before. It’s a very expensive lesson, but if we can add this fresh Olympic
determination to the money and brains we’ve always had in this town, we could make Sydney
the city it deserves to be.

That’s for next month, next year. Meanwhile, it’s spring in Sydney and after all these
years we are basking in the unexpected pleasure of hosting the 2000 Olympic Games.

/7 NEW WORDS -
arrogant /'®ragant/ a. HB. B AW



