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PREFACE

Population aging is becoming one of the critical issues in China'ssocial and economic develop-
ment. According to the Population Census of 1990 the aged population over 60 years old was 96.
97 million, approximately accounting for one fifth of the world’s total 480 million aged popula-
tion. Therefore, how to effectively deal with the support problems for the elderly has become the
focus of worldwide attention in the context of such a large number of aged population.

With assistance of UNFPA, the China Research Center on Aging(CRCA), a special organi-
zation engaged in research on China’s aging issues,began to undertake research on China's sup-
port problems of the elderly since 1991 to provide policy —making evidence and scientific basis for
establishing a China support system for elderly which includes the elderly, family, community
and the state in the context of the reform and opening to the outside world.

This research project is based on the data related to the aged support, collected from all
provinces and cities throughout the country during 1980— —1990. The survey on support system
for elderly was decided to conduct in selected areas in China according to the project reguire-
ments. With the help of international experts, the researchers from CRCA worked out survey
scheme and designed the questionnaire and conducted the pre —test survey in the 10 selected units
drawn out from the 10 provinces, in either rural or urban areas in 1992. According to the tabu-
latad data obtained from the pre —test the expert meetings were internationally or internally orga-
nized to further evaluate, discuss and modify the questionnaires. January, 1992 we begun the
training program for the core enumerators at provincial level and shortly after that,the formal na-
tional survey was conducted in 12 provinces autonomous regions and municipalities including Bei-
jing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Zhejiang, Jiansu, Heilongjiang, Shanxi, Shaanxi, Sichuan, Guangxi,
Guizhou and Hubei, with a total sample size of 20083 persons.

Generally speaking, such large scale survey on the support system for the elderly was quite
few in China for the needs of research on China support system for elderly. It was well organized
and operated scientifically throughout the whole process from the formulation of survey scheme to
field operations. The final results have showed that the data has a high reliability. The survey
covers five major topics of the basic characteristics of the elderly, income, social activities, sycho-
logical status and interview impressions, primarily reflecting the support situation of the elderly in
rural and urban China. Here we present the first hand information reflecting the basic situation
ofthe elderly to the academic circles and governments departments andagencies concerned so as to
provide scientific recommmendations in their study and policy —making in respect with the estab-
lishment of China support system for the elderly.

This data compilation merely offers the resulis of preliminary tabulation. these data need to
be developed and utilized 56 that research findings can be turned out. It is the fruit of the collabo-
ration between CRCA and practical departments on aging.

The research on China’s aging issue and its countermeasures is of social concern. We
earnestly hope that the data obtained from the survey can get attention from academic circles such
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as demography,sociology and economics and decision —making agencies on the aged. Meanwhile,
considering that the international experts can have easy access to the data, we have translated it
into English to meet the research needs of foreign experts and specialists who is concerned about
China’s aging issues. Further more, we extensively provide the survey data for all researchers
who concern about the aging issues in China so that they can be fully developed and used to make
contributions to the society.

There, however, may also exist short comings and deficiencies with the data due to our lim-
ited experiences and technical skills in organizing such a large scale survey. We welcome users’

criticism, comments and suggestions for improvements so as to do a better job in future survey.
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