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I . Information Related to the Text

The Open University was founded in England in 1971, and its
first name is “the University of the Air”. With a network of cen-
ters, the Open University can provide information, advice and train-
ing that’s local to you, whether you are in England, Europe or
around the world. Its idea is to teach “in the air”, in other words,

on radio and television.
I . Learning Focus

1. Focal Skills

Be able to write an application form.

2. Key Words and Phrases

-traditional, education, allow, develop, expect, make good use
of, be responsible for, get used to, different from, instead of, have
to do with, worry about

3. Important Patterns and Expressions

(1)1 heard you’ ve been accepted at Zhejiang University. Con-
gratulations.

(2)Have you been working on your term paper?

(3)What are you majoring in?

(4)I’m majoring in computer science.
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Il. Language Points

1. They expect the students to be responsible for the things

that they do.

IR EEE N B MBI R E,

(1)expect sb. to do sth. FiARERNEEEEIE

ALUHEAERERIEF REM AR B R E, F X A

¥EE want, allow, tell %,

e.g. The teacher told the students not to be late again.
EIMERFEAEREFHEE,
BELHRFHRERXPRIBERAE® o, XAKFHiTE
let, see, hear, watch, make %,

e.g. The teacher lets them decide what to study.
ZIMEAATRE ZEH 4 ,

18 make, see, hear AR E XM B IBEFEBBIES PEM
E too

e.g. The workers were made to work twelve hours every day.
TAMBEa XTI 12 /pet,

(2)be responsible for Hg-++-- i}y

e.g. The driver is responsible for the passengers’ safety.

AP Z A RE R L RH

2. The teacher lets them decide what to do and how much to

do.

B2 EREE ATEE D,

what to do 1 how much to do BEFRE XA T — 4 5]

o
e.g. He doesn’t know what to do next.

A REE T RZMA 4.



Unit I FEducation in the Air -3 -

I asked him where to go, but he didn’t answer me.
o] fh 5 GRE (B iR A EE R,
3. There are some rules made by the teacher that the students
must follow, even if the students see no reason for the rules.
H — L2 TS R 2 A AT b 0TS, B 22 A A D X
MM ZETNE
{1)made by the teacher i3 & HA/EE1E , B rules
(2)even if /even though B f§
e.g. We’ll support you even if you don’t succeed.
BEEAR A B, AT & SR o
(3)see no reason for AN+ BELNHE
4. The students are allowed to discover subjects in the open
classroom, instead of being made to study them.
(1)be allowed to do sth. & allow sb. to do sth. B EIES
e.g. He was allowed to go home early.
B ARIF R E K,
(2)instead of B4 M IE, /5 H B & 1K &7 EE
e.g. He has been playing all the afternoon instead of studying.
BT F—HAER, MAREET,
5. They will not make good use of open education.
IR &4 FIAFRRET .
make use of F|
e.g. You should make full use of your spare time.
YR BL2 38 53 R AR 92 PR R]
6. Because open education is so different from traditional educa-
tion, these students may have a problem getting used to making so

many choices.

HAFBABESEREETRNEHAR , X4 RATME
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R B X 4 2%
(1) be different from -+ NG
e.g. China is different from what it used to be.
FEBRNEER—FET
The two brothers are so different from each other.
XL R AR
(2)have a problem (in) doing sth. /have difficulty (in) doing
sth.
e.g. They have a problem in finding out the truth.
AATHE T R EARRTRE] T EXE,
(3) get/be used to doing sth. T+
He is used to getting up early. 3315 FFig,
B & used to do sth. B EHHEBFESE,
e.g. He used to climb the hill when he was a child.
Bt/ NI 2RI,
7. So far some of the good points and bad points of open educa-
tion have been explained . »
&4 N 1k, ELmB T BAEE R AR
so far/up to now &4 4 1k

e.g. They have so far failed to reach an agreement.

@/7"\%’_”: ’ 'ﬂﬁﬂ\]ﬁ&mﬁ_‘ﬁ o
V. Supplementary Exercises

[ Reading Comprehension ]

Directions: In this part there are four passages. Each passage is
followed by a number of comprehension tasks. Read the passage and
do the tasks. Where you are given a choice of four possible answers,

you should choose the best answer among A, B, C or D.
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Passage One

Some students at the Open University left school 20 years ago.
Others are younger but all must be at least 21 years old. This is one
example of how the Open University is different from all other uni-
versities. Its students must either work full-time or be at home all
day. For instance, mothers of families do not have to pass any ex-
aminations before they are accepted as students. This is why the
university is called “open”. The university was started in order to
help a known group — people who missed having a university educa-
tion when they were young.

The first name for the Open University was “the University of
the Air”. The idea was to teach “in the air”, in other words, on ra-
dio and television. Most of the teaching is done like this. Radio and
television have brought the classroom into people’s homes. But this,
on its own, is not enough for a university education. The Open Uni-
versity student also receives advice at one of 283 centers in the coun-
try. 36 weeks of the year he or she has to send written work to a
“tutor”, the person who guides his or her studies. The student must
also spend 3 weeks every summer as a full-time student. Tutors and
students meet and study together, as in other universities. At the
end of the Open University’ s first year, the results were good, 3
out of every 4 students passed their examinations. If they do this ev-
ery year, they will finish their studies in 4 or 5 years.

1. The purpose of the Open University is to

A. help the young to go to school
B. help those who had missed the chance to study when
they were young.
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C. help those who want to study in the university
D. help those who do housework
2. “In the air” means .
A. on radio and TV B. on the flight
C. on the show D. on the board
3. The students of the Open University have their education

. both at home and at some study centers
with their written work only

. through many kinds of examinations

oW >

. with the help of their family friends
4. “Tutor” in the second paragraph means
A. the person who checks the students’ work at home
B. the person who is in charge of the various kinds of exam
C. the person who is to help the students to pass the exams
D. the person who inspects the students’ studies
5. Which of the following is implied but not stated?
A. The Open University has become popular all over the
world.
B. Every country needs such a university.
C. Everyone wants to go to such a university.
D. The Open University really benefits a lot who once lost

the chance to have university education.
Passage Two

When John and Victoria Church arrived in New York from
London for a one-year stay, they brought no furiture with them.
They had planned either to live in a furnished apartment or to buy
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used furniture. But they soon learned about a new way of furnishing
an apartment or a house that more and more people are using. The
renting of home furnishings (furniture, dishes and so on) has be-
come one of America’s fastest growing businesses.

Why do people rent their home furnishings instead of buying
them? Many kinds of people: international businessmen, govern-
ment officials, airline workers, young married couples—the people
whose job or business may force them tc move frequently from one
city or country to another—find they can rent better quality furni-
ture than they could afford to buy. Young people with little money
do not want to buy cheap furniture that they soon grow to dislike.
They prefer to wait until they have enough money to buy furniture
they really like. Meanwhile, they rent. And people whose work
takes them from place to place are saved the trouble of moving their
furniture each time. They simply rent new furniture when they
reach their new home.

One family, now settled in a large, beautiful home, liked their
rented furniture so much that they decided to keep renting it instead
of buying new things. But they don’t like to tell people about it.
The idea of renting home furnishings is still quite new, and they are
not sure what their neighbors might think.

6. Renting furnishings is a business growing fast now, because

A. it benefits both sellers and buyers
B. it is popular
C. it makes people rich
D. it is worth doing
7. The people who need rented furnishings are
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A. those who always want something new

those who like to follow the fashion

=

C. those who can hardly live in a certain place for a long
time
D. those who are very poor

8. The reason why some people like renting furnishings is that

A. it really makes their lives more convenient
B. they like cheap furnishings
C. they want something new
D. they want their homes to be comfortable
9. One family doesn’t want to tell anyone else that they keep
using the rented furniture instead of buying new ones, be-
cause
A. they are afraid others would look down upon them
B. no one can understand them
C. they are not sure if others might accept such a new idea
D. they know they have little in common with others
10. Which of the following is closer to the main idea of the pas-
sage? .
A. The cheaper, the better.
B. The more convenient, the more welcome.
C. The more comfortable, the more helpful.

D. The more expensive, the more useful.
Passage Three

Marriage is still a popular institution in the United States, but

divorce is becoming as most as “popular”. Most American people get



