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Text A

What is in a nhame?

When 1 gave my name to the woman at the
reception desk and told her why I had come, she
seemed a bit surprised.

“Oh, uh... well, just take a seat. Mr,
Lambert will be here soon,” she said, and
pointed to some chairs at the other end of the
room. Three young women all about my age
were sitting there. They gave me a strange lock,

as if 1 shouldn’t have been there at all. T sat

down near the door and had another look at the
advertisement. I had come across it in the local paper.

I had written a short letter about myself and had got back a brief note, asking me to come
for an interview. What had surprised me was the fact that they hadn’t sent me a proper
application form to fill out or even asked me for a photograph. And so, as I sat there, waiting
for Mr. Lambert, I couldn’t help wondering if they realized I was a man. I had signed the
letter “ Chris Neale”. Did they think that “Chris” was short for “Christine” and not
“Christopher”? I had done clerical work before, knew something about computers, and spoke
Spanish fluently. But perhaps this was one of those jobs open only to women, even though
they didn’t say so.

After a while, a man in his early thirties came in. He had a sports jacket and jeans on,
and no tie. He didn’t seem to notice me and introduced himself as Jack Lambert to the three
women,

“I’d like to tell you a bit about the company first, and then 1’1l interview each of you
separately. But where is the other girl... uh, what’s her name?” he said, and looked at his
list,

“Chris Neale?” 1 asked hesitantly.

“Yes,” he said as he turned round. When he saw me, he let out a surprised “Oh”. Then

he added, “That isn’t you, is it?” I began to feel very embarrassed.




local /'lsukal/ a. MHEH; 1+
interview /'intavju:/ n e, &R v Bid; &R
brief /bri:f/ a. EE;AER
embarrass /im'beeras/ v BEEFHRERE

1. They gave me a strange look, as if I shouldn’t have been there at all. {1 {i] A &2 &9 B
NER FREAXFXERMUN . 45 as if 5IFHR—TBEESAG.,

2. a proper application form: —{} I H H &,

3. clerical work . fTB{ T1E.

/\/\T P VQCabulaf Moo A T O NS R R S AR IR
1 . Write the correct word on the line.
reception advertisement local brief interview
application sign fluent hesitant embarrass
1. The firm ___ on fifty more workers last week,
2.In order to be a ___ speaker, we have to spend more time practicing reading and
speaking.
3. The ambassador refused to give an __ to journalist or TV men.
4. He fell into the river and, because he was __ by his heavy overcoat, only just
managed to swim tc the bank.
5. time changes by one hour for every 15° longitude(£2BE£).
6. There wasa ___ after the wedding ceremony.
7. A lot of new books maybe had an _____ to the publishers.
8. In order to make the new product known to the public, we put on _____ in news-
papers and on TV,
9. First of all, I’d like to makea ___ introduction about myself.
10. He seems __ over whether to join the expedition(#R&)or not.

Il . Find the best way to complete the following sentences with special expressions, Write the
letter of your answer on the line.
come across = happen to meet , occur to
1. I came across

2. The thought came across my mind




7
8
9

——

. When you come across new words,

a. 1t’s not necessary for you to refer to the dictionary often
b. this old brooch in a curio shop

c. that we could climb over the wall into the garden

let cut = allow to go (flow) out
. He is getting so fat that his trousers .a. I'm sure someone must have let it out
. My guinea let out a terrible shriek . b.need 10 be let out round the waist
. Everybody knows the plan, . c. when she saw a large cat sneaking into
the room
can’t help doing = can’t prevent /avoid/re frain doing
. She can’t help . a. having so many dull relations
Jcan’t help | b. laughing when she saw his haircut
. I can’t help my husband . c. thinking he’s sull alive

d .
)= Gomprehension.

I . Tick (/) the sentence that has the same meaning as the sentence in the text,

1

. The receptionist pointed to some chairs at the other end of the room,
a. The receptionist showed me where I could sit to wait for Mr. LLambert.
b. The receptionist meant that I could sit and have a good rest.
. They gave me a strange look, as if I shouldn’t have been there at all.
a. The three young women must feel it strange to see me come for the interview,

b. The three young women must feel it surprising to see me waiting alone.

. After a while, a man in his early thirties came in.

a. Chris didn’t know exactly how old LLambert was. He guessed he was at most 30 years
old.
b. Chris didn’t know exactly how old Lambert was. He guessed that he was a little over

30 years old.

. Mr. Lambert was shocked when he saw Chris, He let out a surprised “Oh”,

a. Mr, LLambert was shocked when he saw Chris, He uttered a cry.

b, Mr. Lambert was shocked when he saw Chris. He burst into laughter.

. Perhaps this was one of those jobs open only to women.

a. It finally dawned on Chris that the position was offered to women.

b. Chris felt that he could get the job if he tried his best.

I . Find information. Read the questions and write down the answer from the text.

1

. Why was the receptionist surprised when she saw Chris?

2. When did he get the news about the job?

3

. Why did Mr. LLambert let out a surprised *Oh”?




4, Why did Chris feel embarrassed?

5. Was the company fair to Chris? Why or why not?

NCE

)5~ Discussion. or. writing

LN

1. Suppose you are Chris and your‘partner is your friend who thought you fully qualified
for the position advertised in the local newspaper. Tell him why you didn’t get the job
and how fhe interview went. Then discuss which jobs are thought of as more suitable
for men and which more suitable for women,and why.

2. Suppose you read a job advertisement in the newspaper. You would like to apply for the
position. Write a letter of application, saying who you are, what education you’ve had,

how many foreign languages you know and how well you know each of them.

Pro-perly‘speaking. .o

So you’re going to give a speech. Feeling nervous?
Well, you’ re normal. But by learning a few basics
about public speaking, you can take the platform with
confidence.

Any good speech begins with planning. The main
part, the body, should contain two to five main ideas.
Support these ideas with examples, statistics or
personal stories that add life and  warmth. But be
careful not to wander too far from the main ideas.

With the body organized, you can think of an
introduction. This should grab the listeners’ attention.

So you want it catchy-—but not corny..It’s wise not to

try a joke that might fall flat, But a story. with a little

humor is usually safe. A more serious talk can begin
with a question or a thoughtful question,
To the end of your speech, summarize the main ideas, and tie your conclusion to the

introduction. That will give unity to the whele speech.

i 'R
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Audiences warm to speakers who talk and act naturally. On the platform, stand straight,
vet relaxed. Use gestures when appropriate to help you communicate. Moving a bit will help
you look and fecl at case.

Speak in a {riendly, conversational tone. Rather than reading, use brief notes to help you
remember key points. And don’t rush! Give the audience time to absorb your ideas,

But can you “act naturally” in front of an audience? Believe it or not. the best cure for
nervousness is preparation, Rehearsing will help you from getting tongue-tied. Practice your
speech several times. Check your posture and tone, too. When you finally take the platform.
make cye contact with your audience. Seeing their interest will encourage you.

So. it’s all organized, you’ve prepared. they’re on the edge of their seats, Now go for it!

platform /'plactfom/ n. i H. HfE. TH

contain “kon'tein v E. B, KH

support /sa'pait” vo KA BRI MBS e FE, FEF
organize /'oigonaiz vo HEL BT AL

conclusion /kan'kluizsn/ no G5, g

audience /'aidions/ o WA B AR, R L

gesture /'d3estfo n F#HLBE o EFE

edge /edz/ no i B, LD o (R S5 sh

1. vou can take the platform with confidence : 8K B At i (50 7% (&
2. But be carelul not to wander too far from the main ideas.

(P S0 E Al 0 B R
3. 50 you want it catchy- but not corny,

PR AR 1 3 U8 AT AR A M 73] ) < 0 MRS AR BRI
1. 1t7s wise not to try a joke that might fall flat.

ASUF DT BE IR A 51 f HH S HE A ST R E
. Rehearsing will help you from getting tongue-tied,

CHESC) HE &5l B B 0 50 (TEE JFRb 25 2 L e,
6. public speaking: The act. art. or process of making eflfective specches before an

audience. 23 JF L  FE0T ARTATAT 23 & RO RE W I8 . & Rk il #E
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[ . Write the correct word on the line.

. When you are on the platform, stand straight, get

. Speak in a friendly, tone, and use brief notes to help you remember key points.

contain conversational normal contact unity
planning tongue-tied quotation attention relaxed
1.1t’s perfectly  for you to feel nervous when you are going to give a speech.
2. Any good speech begins with
3. The body of a speech should __ two to five main ideas.
4, The introduction should be attractive and grab the __ of listeners,
5. A more serious talk can begin witha __ or a thoughtful question.
6. A summary will give __ to the whole speech,
7
8
9

. Rehearsing will keep you from getting
10. When you finally take the platform, make eye ___ with the audience.
I . Find the best way to complete the following sentences with special expressions. Write the
letter of your answer on the line,
to fall flat=to fail to interest or amuse people; to have no ef fect that you wanted
1. It’s wise not to try a joke
2. Far from being received with enthusiasm ___ that he had expected.
3. We must try our best,
a, his speech fell flat
b. I don’t want our plan to fall flat
c. that might fall {lat
to warm to sb. or sth. =to begin to like a person or sth. you just met; to become more
eager or excited about sth,
4.,  who talk and act naturally.
5. He seemed honest from the way he was talking, so
6. His speech was full of inspiration, so everybody
a, warmed to what he had said
b. Audiences warm to speakers
c. we began to warm to him
to go for (it)=to try one’s best to get sth.; aim at sth.
7. Now everything is ready.
8.1 have prepared for it for weeks. But

9. —I don’t know where your friend is. —But I do. ?

a. Shall I go for him




¥ 7 Comprehension

///\\ |

v

b.I’1l go for it

c. It’s time for you to go for it

[ . Tick(./) the sentence that has the same meaning as the sentence in the text.

1

5.

.But by learning a few basics about public speaking, you can take the platform with

confidence.
a. But by learning some basic knowledge of your subject you can step onto the platform

with confidence.

b. But by learning some tips of making a speech, you can confidently take the platform,

. But be careful not to wander too far from the main idea.

a. But be careful not to get off your central idea too far.

b. But be careful not to go too far from the platform.

. So you want it catchy—but not corny.

a. So you want your speech interesting and easy to remember—but not old and dull.

b. So you want your talk serious—but not hard to understand.

. Rehearsing will help you from getting tongue-tied.

a. Rehearsing will help you speak in a friendly way.

b. Rehearsing will help you speak smoothly and fluently.
...they’re on the edge of their seats.

a....they’re sitting on their seats to listen to you attentively.

b. ... they’re sitting at the front side of their seats.

I . Understand the main idea. Choose the best answer,

1

. This text mainly tells about

a. how to talk with people b. how to make a proper speech

¢. how to overcome nervousness d. how to make a conclusion

. A serious talk can begin with

a, some examples b, personal stories c. a thoughtful question d. a joke

. What kind of speakers do listeners like?

a, Those who talk and act naturally,

b. Those who move about among the listeners.
c. Those who stand straight with a tied tongue.
d. Those who rush with a ready tongue.

. How can a speaker talk naturally?

a. Just read through the lecture notes. b. Practise the speech several times.

¢. Rehearse before he takes the platform. d. Both b and c.

. On the platform, how do you know whether the listeners like your speech or not?

a. I have never thought of such a question. b. Check my posture and tone.

NI |
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¢. Make eye contact with the audience, d. Ask the audience about it

@ b X IE K E T

(@

)

,:mT

~ Discussion or writing

1. Have you ever made a public speech? If yes, tell your feelings when you were on the

platform.
2. Tell your teacher or your classmates about how to prepare a public specch.

Lo

3. Make a short speech of what you are interested in
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Special food

In 1870, Prussia fought France in the Franco-
Prussian War. During the winter of 1870 to 1871,
Prussia’s army surrounded the city of Paris and did not
let anyone in or out of the city. This blockade stopped
all food shipments from reaching Paris, and the people
of Paris quickly began to run out of meat. To keep
themselves from starving, the people of Paris began to
look for other sources of meat. Horses, which the
French sometimes ate anyway, were the first animals
chosen to supplement their food supplies. During the
winter blockade, 65,000 horses were taken from the

streets of Paris and killed for food. When horse meat

began to sell out, people began to look toward dogs
and cats for meat, but soon these were also hard to find. The search for new sources of meat
gave birth to the rat market. Meat sellers hung rats on hooks and sold them to hungry custom-
ers. Even goldfish were taken from the park ponds around Paris and served as dinner.

The people of Paris used quite a bit of imagination in coming up with new ways to prepare
dogs, cats, and rats, People could be found standing near the meat stalls of the rat market
arguing over the best to cook rats. New recipes had to be dreamed up in order to hide the taste
of these strange meats. These new recipes included dog-liver kebabs, cat stewed with mush-
rooms, and dog leg with small rats.

The blockade continued throughout the winter, and the Paris Zoo finally ran out of
money. Because the zoo could not afford to feed the animals and the people of Paris were
starving, the zoo decided to sell some of its animals. Lions and tigers were not sold because it
would be too dangerous to catch and kill these animals. Monkeys were also spared because
they appeared closely related to humans. However, the zoo offered zebras, buffalo, and yaks
to the meat market. One meat seller made quite a lot of money selling elephant steaks during
the winter. The elephant trunk was also a valuable cut of meat. The zoo also put a

hippopotamus up for sale at a high price, but no one bought it. No one was willing to pay a lot



for an animal when they were not sure it could even be eaten. At the end of January 1871, the

French surrendered, and the blockade was broken. The people of Paris were finally able to

return to more normal types of food.

blockade /blo'keid/ n. 481, BHE
supplement /'saplimant/ v. ¥h 75

stew /stju:/ v, SRS s 310 #
spare/spea/ v REZHE VA
steak/steik/ n. WA 4 HE
surrender /sa'rends/ v, B R

the Franco-Prussian War:1870—1871 £ EMEBR L2 RIMKRE, UBERK Y, FiT“E
LHBHAER., REEBLE—-THEERX.
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I . Write the correct word on the line,

8.
9.

reaching served afford spared surrendered
surround supplement imagination  dangerous selling
. During the winter of 1870 to 1871, Prussia’sarmy _____ the city of Paris and did not
let anyone in or out of the city.
. This blockade stopped all food shipments from  Paris, and the people of Paris
quickly began to run out of meat,
. Horses were the first animals chosen to ____ their food supplies.
. Even goldfish were taken from the park ponds around Paris and _ as dinner.
. The people of Paris used quite a bit of ___ in coming up with new ways to prepare
dogs, cats, and rats.
. The Paris Zoo could not _ to feed the animals and decided to sell some of its
animals.
. Lions and tigers were not sold because it would be too __ to catch and kill these
animals.
Monkeys were also _ because they appeared closely related to humans.
A meat seller made quite a lot of money _ elephant steaks during the winter.




