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The certificate of the World Heritage Committee of the UNESCO

inscribing the Mount Taishan on the world heritage list as cultural
and natural heritage
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FOREWORD

Li Zhengming

China 1s famous for its many scenic spots and historical sites, and over its
vast land 1s spread well-known mountains and great rivers. cach of which 1s
typical of its own apart from the common features to show the beauty of the
Chinese mountains and rivers. Among the Five Celebrated Mounts. Mount
Taishan 1s less higher than Mt. Heng (in Shanxi). less beautiful than Mt. Heng
(in Hunan) and far less precipitous than Mt. Hua (in Shanxi). Nevertheless Mt
Taishan is rated as the "Number I among the Five Mounts”, "The Mount that
dominates China”, "No.1 among the famous mountains in the world” and ranks
among the "World Cultural and Natural Heritage.” How is it that Mt. Taishan
has come into its own? Its implications and profundities have been constantly
inquired for long.

We, the administrative personnel who have worked on and served Mt
Taishan have the desire and duty to compile an illustrated book containing
great value in both natural science and humane studies to publicize Mt
Taishan. There has been no lack of such people studying Mt. Taishan ever since
ancient times. But most of them have eulogized Mt. Taishan from the angle of
history and culture and few of them have paid attention to the study of the
value of natural science. In addition, the administration and construction of
Mt. Taishan takes time. Feudal kings and emperors failed to conduct an
effective management and construction of Mt. Taishan despite the fact that
they worshipped Mt. Taishan and regarded it as the "Divine Mount” and the
"Sacred Mount”, and constantly offered sacrifices to worship the heavenly and
earthly gods on Mt. Taishan. In those days of chaose and disasters caused by
war, misery and suffering greeted the eyes everywhere on Mt. Taishan because
of then destruction and devastation. It was not until the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China that the appearance of Mt. Taishan began to change. It

is worth nothing that since the start of the reform and opening to the outside,




the people of Mt. Taishan have effected a consolidation, administration and
construction of Mt. Taishan, making Mt. Taishan filled with vigor. In 1978, the
State Council determined Tai’an (Taishan) to be officially open to the public.
From then on Mt. Taishan began to receive with its brand-new looks tourists
from all corners of the world. In 1982, the State Council promulgated Mt.
Taishan on the list of the National Key Famous Scenic Spots and Historical
Sites. In December 1985, the Municipal Committee of CPC and the Municipal
Government of Tai’'an set up a Managing Commission of Mt. Tai Scenic Spot
with a view to strengthening the protection, administration and exploitation as
well as utilization of Mt. Taishan. The Managing Commission takes charge of
the scenery, cultural relics and forestry of Mt. Taishan and. under the
leadership and with the help of the State departments in charge, organizes
experts of every field to make a multi-scientific overall survey and study of Mt.
Taishan in geology, paleontological stratum, landform. climate. hydrology,
plant ecology, history, literature, aesthetics, art of stone sculpture, architecture,
religion, gardening, tourism and management. Thus. the recognition of Mt.
Taishan has made such a leap forward that an overall plan of Mt. Taishan
Scenic Spot has been made so far. In 1986, an analysis and proof of every item
of the materials obtained from the survey and study in the light of the relevant
regulations prescribed in the UNESCO Convention concerning the Protection
of the "World Cultural and Natural Heritage”, hold: now that Mt. Taishan
possesses outstanding general value of natural science and unique value of
aesthetics and historical culture, it is entitled to a celebrated mount, a blend of
natural science, aesthetics and historical culture. In 1987, the UNESCO
admitted Mt. Taishan to be among the "World Cultural and Natural Heritage”.
Therefore, Mt. Taishan is not only a locally famous mount for its status and
influence have gone beyond the limits of region and space. haveing stepped into
the world from the East.

The change of Mt. Tai's status calls for an immediate task of good
administration and research. In accordance with the UNESCO Convention
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, China’s
Provisional Regulations Governing the Administration of Scenic Spots, Law

concerning the Protection of Cultural Relics and Historical Monuments and the




