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PA : The Korean modern architecture has about 50-year-old history. You personally spent 7 years for study and
training of architecture and you were devoted to the architecture work for 40 years, which shows that you are a
living witness of the Korean modern architecture history. Therefore it would be very meaningful to make an
architecture book of you at this moment. This book will be a precious material to study the Korean modern
architecture history. In this context we prepared several questions to you. The first question is about your private
life. What was your motive to become architect?

Song - I was interested in medicine rather than architecture when I was young. Therefore I used to read books for biology and medicine as a middle school
student. I suffered from the Korea War and I lost my father during the war. Since I was the firstborn son out of five siblings, I had to support my family.
Accordingly I decided to study architecture to earn money because it relatively took short time to study architecture compared to medicine.

I had a unforgettable memory under the rule of Japanese imperialism when I was young. There was a chemical factory in Sorae inlet in Inchun. The Japanese
built this factory, and a handsome construction engineer was in charge of the construction. He married a beautiful woman, who was the daughter of director

of the Monopoly Bureau in our town. Probably it was a motive for me to become architect because I yearned for the life of architect through him.

PA : You worked for a general architecture office for 5 or 6 years after studying architecture at university. Can
you explain about your training days compared to that of today's workers of the architecture company.

Song - It was true that the Korean architecture education system was very poor right after recovery of our country. Since we had a hard time economically,
the university professors had to work on site to solve the difficult economic problems. As a result, we received a poor education spending time half on site
and half in the campus. It was a chaotic society and the curriculum of architecture was not systematic. Therefore it was difficult to study in school and work
in society like today.

I started to work for the well-known architecture offices since I was sophomore. After graduating from the university, I was employed by a general
architecture company. [ already had a 8-year training experience before starting my career. I experienced many projects with various size. I worked very
hard with the motto to work hard twice than others. In fact, I could learn more in the company than in the campus. At that time, I slept only two hours for
several months and was very tired from hard works. I rarely remember that I slept at home at that time. R

That is why I always say to our workers that one should give up the common life to become a winner in the competition. There is an exception, of course, for

a gifted person. However it is more precious thing for the youth to work hard and prepare the necessary ability for the bright future.

PA : You have worked for about 40 years. Can you explain about your basic concern in architecture or your
architecture concept?

Song . A good architecture can not be done in the bad economic conditions. If you run a company, you can do good architecture or support architects only
when the business state of your company is sound. If a company has economic difficulties, it can not produce art or masterpiece. When I worked on site,
there were lots of people who ignored the economic value regarding architecture as a romantic work. I had another opinion at that time. In my opinion,
business is business and the economic support should be accompanied to improve the artistic performance of work. As for the common architecture
companies, they have different working cycle according to the competition. But we were different. From the beginning, we kept the working hour very
strictly. Today, it is common to run an architecture company systematically, but it was different at that time. They used to run a company without certain
business principles. However we kept the working hour very strictly, which was a help to make the Korean architecture companies systematically and
scientifically in my opinion. There are lots of succeeded persons from our company because they are probably influenced by the principles of our company.

I think it is the worth of architect to make masterpiece and implement it. It is very nice to have a wonderful result than expected after working hard. But if
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you have no expected result, you would be shameful to yourself.

PA : You are engaged in architecture for a long time. What kind of architect or architecture exerts influence on
you?

Song : When I was in school, Frank Lloyd Wright and Mies van der Rohe led the American architecture society and the stream of modernism. These two
architects have exerted directly influence on the Korean architecture. My favorite architecture are the works of Mies, who mostly influenced on my works.

When I participated in the planning for auditorium of Ewha Womans University, I worked together with Cha Kyeong Seon. At that time the main stream
was not the modern architecture but the classical one in Korea. There was no concept of masterpiece for the Korean architecture in these days. That is why I

don't have any favorite works of these days. Unam Center and Hwashin Department Store can be accounted for the masterpieces if any.

PA : You have run your architecture office for last 40 years without any serious economic difficulties. Do you
have any special business principles for your company?

Song . First of all, T want to say that a masterpiece comes from a company with a good management and CEO with progressive mind. An architect who
works hard and does his best wins confidence from the client even though he lacks ability more or less. Only when the architect is recognized by the client,
he is entrusted with the project. No client wants to entrust a lazy architect with the project even though he is a very famous architect. The sincere attitude of
architect is the most important management principle to give trust to the client.

In addition, an architect should have the mind basically to offer service to the client through architecture. The architect should reflect the knowledge and
experience of the client to the planning. Since the architect can not be an expert for all categories, he should be helped by the client who has accumulated his
own know-how for the special division for a long time.

As an example for it, I want to mention about the planning of a noodle factory, which was conducted many years ago. We planned to construct the noodle
manufacturing factory for Samyang Company near to Mt. Dobong that was the leading company in the noodle industry. The cost of a pack of noodle was 12
won at that time. I looked around the manufacturing process in the factory of Samyang to design the production line scientifically. During the research
process, I decided to design the manufacturing process so as to reduce the cost and reflected it to the planning. We had a very successful result. Owing to the
scientific manufacturing process, the production cost was reduced by 3 or 4 won. It was a great sum because they produced 2 or 3 hundred thousand packs of
noodle a day.

After that, a person from Nongshim Company came to my company. At that time the market share of Samyang was bigger than that of Nongshim. They
appeared in a ratio of seven to three. Since Samyang had great profits from the scientific factory, the person from Nongshim visited our company to see me.
When I looked around the factory of Nongshim, I found that the factory was designed very inconveniently. Therefore I suggested the design that was totally
different from that of the existing Nongshim factory considering the future. The new factory design led to construct the factory for Shrimp Snack. As you
know, the Shrimp Snack is the main product of Nongshim. Owing to the success of the Shrimp Snack, Nongshim became the leading company in the noodle
industry. After that, we have conducted all constructions for Nongshim until now. An architecture company should conduct such professional planning for
any field to gain trust of the client.

I have another example. The persons of Korea Mint Corporation visited our company to build a factory in 1968. They planned to build a mint factory in
Kyeongsan, but nobody had experience in it in these days. Therefore I went abroad to inspect the foreign mint factories. However nobody was willing to
teach his know-how to foreigners. I travelled the developed countries such as the United States and France for 45 days and then I planned the mint factory by
myself without borrowing the know-how of foreign companies. The building of Korea Mint Corporation in Kyeongsan is still regarded as a good example

for the specific manufacturing facility. The architect should become an expert to propose the advanced design after studying it hard.
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PA : When did you find worth in your architecture? You have had a relatively uneventful and stable way but you
had certainly hard days. When were your hardest days?

Song : When I mostly found worth in my architecture working was the beginning of my career, that was, early in the 1960's. In these days, carpenters built
houses by stretching out an inking line and there was no concept for planning expense. At that time, a chairman of sewing machine manufacturing company
asked me to build a house in Sindang-dong. After a long consideration, I constructed a squared and practical house using core system, which was not
common for house at that time. The client was very satisfied with it. Later he sold his house at a high price to a foreigner. In return for it, he presented a
sewing machine to me. I was proud of being architect at that time.

The hardest days were the beginning of my independent business. When I established my own company, the skilled structure engineers who worked with me
moved to my company. I intended to pay a low wage to my workers but it was very difficult to pay them much who had excellent ability and experience.
Since it took time from the acceptance of an order to the payment, it was difficult to pay the wage for about one year. Except this period, there were no

special difficulties to run my company.
PA : You are deeply attached to your all works as architect. What is your favorite architecture out of your works?

Song : T worked for a general architecture design office, even though it paid less than other architecture design offices. But I thought I could learn about
planning more quickly in the general office than any other offices.

After establishing my own company, I had a chance to design the auditorium of Seoul Foreign School because my project won the competition shortly after
opening my company. All companies who participated in the competition were major architecture companies except our company. Owing to the reasonable
and creative planning using the geographical features of school, our project won the competition. When I was asked about the facility planning by the client,
I answered to his questions without difficulties based on my technical knowledge. It made him conclude the contract with me. They entrusted us with all
kinds of planning from the small-sized building to the large-sized construction such as swimming pool and sports center.

The building of Korea Mint Corporation in Kyeongsan is another my favorite work because it is a huge-sized project of 180,000 pyungs.

The planning of Daeil Building next to the headquarters of Cho Hung Bank is an impressive project too. Like the project of Seoul Foreign School, the major
companies participated in the competition for this project. However our company won the competition owing to our solid technology, even though the size
of our company was relatively small. Its basic construction would be the best in Korea. I still remember that it is the building with a perfect basic
construction. The client who spent a long time overseas trusted the foreign technicians, in particular, Japanese technicians. That's why I had conflict with the
client because of technical problems. He ignored my words and only listened what the Japanese technicians said. Therefore there was happening to remove
our planning team in the project process, but he finally recognized my technical proposal to complete the design. Such a recognition of the client makes me
happy.

The hardest work is Yonsei Severance Building in front of Seoul Station. It was originally planned as a 33-story building, but the plan was changed to a 24-
story building in order to protect the sight of Namdaemun, our cultural asset. Finally it was decided to have 18 stories, but we decided to wait until it
changed again. In the long run it was decided to build the same stories as Daewoo Building with the approval of the president. It was the building with the

hardest planning process.

PA : People say that your are a rational architect focusing on function. How do you evaluate yourself as
architect? And | want to know if you don't have greed for fame as architect.

Song : I think an architect should design a reasonable architecture to satisfy the users. If the architect only pursues idealism, he designs a unrealistic work.
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can not find any meaning in such architecture with a big issue. The architecture view of Mies van der Rohe is similar to mine, and he became an
internationally famous architect with the reasonable architecture style instead of formative one. I have greed to be a good architect, but it is more important

to consider the client.

PA : Questions about your company. Your company name is Jung Il Engineering & Architects. What does Jung I
mean? And why do you emphasize engineering in your company name?

Song : When my company was established, its name was Jung Il Architecture Research Institute. In the middle of the 1980's, only the companies with
engineering in its name could obtain construction orders in the Middle East. At that time, we changed our name to Jung 11 Engineering. After that we
changed our name again to Jung Il Engineering & Architects according to the revision of related regulations.

I took the name of Jung Il after looking around Chéngdeok Palace and Deoksu Palace. The name of 'Jung II' indicates the highest government position except
the king. I thought I wanted to have the second highest position in the world even if I could not be a king. Since our company used to be the biggest

architecture company in Korea, you can say that it deserves 1o its name.

PA : As for the works of your company, it is difficult to find a consistent and clear characteristic in your works. Do
you think you have any unique architecture style? Or do you have any reasons not to insist upon the unique
architecture style?

Song : We have mainly worked with projects for factory, office building, and hotel. It was before the leisure facilities were popular in Korea when I was
entrusted with the planning of such facilities. Therefore I went to Japan to benchmark the design of hotels and leisure facilities. As a result, I created the
leisure facilities of new style that was not shown even in Japan. Fortunately, the project was successful to bring enormous profits to the client. It was not
necessary to have the special architecture style of our own company. Since we worked with projects of different style, we planned to design according to

situations for the advanced direction.

PA : If you insist on the classical concept of architecture saying 'Style follows function’, you probably have
conflict with young workers in the modernism era in which people prefer the form or formative theory. How do
you deal with such workers?

Song . In my opinion, it is the duty of architect to do formative works and satisfy with the needs of client at the same time. As for a commercial building,
for example, in a market, the architect should design the building so that the client has the greatest profits from it considering connection with surroundings
and situation of the site. It is the duty of architect to design the building o as to have a successful business. It is a natural thing to consider the formative
beauty and style in the beginning of design, but it is more important to design a reasonable building. Our workers know about it from experiences and they

keep the company's principles well,

PA : You extended your business to abroad rather early. What is your motive and results to extend business to
abroad?

Song . 1 had many opportunities to see the construction of facilities for the US Army during the Korea War. At that time, I often witnessed that the users

complained of the unpractical building of the famous architects. As a result it became my motto to pursue the harmony of rationality and art of architecture.
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I had opportunities to work with foreign architects for 10 months in 1962. I could experience several elements of architecture works such as their working
style, technology and speed of work. In the early period of my independency, I used to give advice for projects of foreign architects and participated in the
turnkey project of foreign companies as a planning partner. After that, I was entrusted with the planning of the US Army project in 1975. At that time the US
Army did not acknowledge the Korean architects or architecture companies. However our company was recognized by them. It was a difficult project, but
we worked hard to prepare for the foreign orders in future. We could accumulate our know-how for foreign design in these days.

As for Saudi Arabia, the building operation or maintenance was in a very poor situation compared to the building size. We could extend our business to
Saudi Arabia, if we could compensate for the weak point of Saudi Arabian construction. Therefore we proposed the construction bureau several times to give
the opportunity to participate in the bidding for foreign construction as a small-sized company. However it was unfortunately impossible to enter the market
due to the ignorance and easygoing administration of civil servants. We could have good results in the Middle East, Southeast Asia and Guam owing to our

experiences in overseas planning.

PA : The architecture is a reflection of several social phenomena. Can you explain about the 50-year-old history
of Korean modern architecture and its meaning?

Song . I evaded military service because our family was very poor due to the Korea War. So I was recruited for the leading project as a draft evader. The
planning of Hotel Walker Hill took the place of my military service. I participated in the planning after the masterplan was already decided. Other architects
such as Kim Su Gun, Lim Hee Chun, Na Sang Jin, and Eom Deok Mun participated in the masterplan of the project, but it was pity that the hotel
management was not mainly considered because each architect pursued their own profits.

There were only a couple of bank buildings in these days. From this period, the modern architecture started to be established, which can be described as the
quickening period of the Korean modern architecture.

Before 1938, there were simple stone buildings in general. After that, people started to have interest in architecture and invest in facilities owing to the
economic development in the 1970's. At this time, the architecture of new style was introduced in Korea. However it was nearly 1990's when the concept of

modern architecture was settled in Korea. We recorded very successful development in a short period.
PA : If you give advice to the students for architecture or young architects?

Song . An architect should study and experience a lot to be internationalized. As for me, I had experience in practical works on site instead of the
systematical architecture education because of the social situation of my college days. However I made effort to be the best architect. Lots of architects seem
to pursue the form or formative beauty and it has its own valtue, but I don't think it is meaningful to design a building that is not suitable for the motive of

architecture.
PA : Could you explain about your future plan?

Song . I have already worked for 40 years. So it is my hope to do something meaningful for the Korean architecture industry rather than the direct

architecture activities.

PA : Thank your for your interview.
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