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Lesson One

At the Editorial Department

Having graduated from the Journalism Depar tment of
Shanghai Foreign Lanaguges Institute, Wang Yong has been as-
signed as a repbrter to Vanguard Daily. After a 20-hour journey
by train, he is now at the Editorial Department Office , where he

sees Old Zhang, the office director.
‘(A) In the Office of the Editorial Department

W: Excuse me®, sir. I've been sent here to work as a reporter.
(He shows Zhang a letter of introduction and his diploma. )

Z (examining the credentials): Welcome! Welcome! I give you
my warmest welcome. Please sit down and have a cup of tea.
(Zhang pours Wang a cup of tea. )

W (smiling): Thank you very much. (Wang drinks the cup f
tea. )

Z: Have you brought your luggage here?

W: No. My Luggage and my two boxes of books have been left

in the checkroom of the Station.



Z. Then we have to get them back here in a car. Please give me
your luggage checks.

W. It's very kind of you. But I'll go with the driver myself to
fetch my things.

Z:. We've assigned you a room. You can bring your luggage and
books in it.

W . Really? How considerate you are) )

Z. But as you know®, living space is rather limited here. You
have to share one room with Xiao Lu, who has just graduated
from Beijing Foreign Languages Institute. You two new com-
ers live in Room 105 on the first floor®of the new building over
there.

W: How nice it is to live in that new apartment building! (Sud-
denly, Chief Editor Ma, who is also director of Vanguard Dai-
ly, enters the office and sees Xiao Wang. Old Zhang introduces
Ma to Wang, who introduces himself to Ma.)

M: I exfehd m); warmest welcome to you. Take a seat; please.

W : Thank you very much. You are so kind. Would you say some-
thing about Vanguard Daily, please?

M: All right. Our Vanguard Daily is considered to be one of the
best daily newspapers in China. Circulated widely both at home
and abroad, our Daily is becoming increasingly popular and en-
joying a good reputation both in and outside China thanks to
the joint efforts of all the editors, reporters, and other staff
members. »

W I feel happy and satisfied to have been assigned to this unit.
2
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I like Vanguard Daily, I like this place, and especially the peo-
ple here. I'm interested in journalistic work.

M: I'm glad to hear that. By the way, how many subjects and
courses have you learned at your institute?

W I've learned many subjects and courses, such as fundamentals
of Marxism-Leninism, philosophy, revolutionary history of
China, Chinese language, public relations, phyéical culture,
French, German, comprehensive English, extensive English
reading, listening-comprehension, oral English, audio-visual
English, practical English writing, journalism, British and
American literature, general survey of Britain and America,
etc.

M: Well, which courses did you like best?

W: My favourite courses were journalism and English writing. T
have spent much of my time and energy learning them®,

M: I know that you got high marks in almost every subject and
course, and that you have published some articles. We appreci-
ate your achievements.

W: Thank you for speaking highly of me. Though I've scored
good results in my study, yet there's a long way for me to go.

M Right you are. It is not easy to be a competent reporter. Your
tasks ahead are arduous, and your road to success is tortuous.
You have to live a mobile life. You have to travel quite often to
conduct interviews with all sorts of people and to make all
kinds of investigations. But nothing in the world is difficult for
one who sets his mind 6n it®. Bestir yourself,and you will have
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a bright future®and enjoy the happiness of a successful career.

W . Thank you for your encouragement. I believe I shall be able
to live up to your expectations by pursuing my career whole-
heartedly.

M: I don't have any doubt about your abilities. But for the first
few times, you shall follow me or other experienced reporters
to various places, so as to gather first-hand source materials
and write out practicable reports or articles.

W: That's wonderful. 1 shall go all out and aim high. I'm sure
I can make rapid progress with your guidance and through
practice.

“ M: It's beyond any doubt. After some practice you are to work
on your own, Well, as you have just graduated, you may go
home and rest for a fortnight. You may draw this month's
salary in advance. G

W: How nice! Thank you for your concern. (Both say “good-
bye. ”Before going home, Xiao Wang holds talks with other ed-
itors and reporters. A comrade in General Editor's Office gives

Wang a copy of Brief Introduction to Vanguard Daily. )
(B) Brief Introduction to Vanguard Daily

Vanguard Daily was born almost along with the birth of
New China. It has grown from 60 staff members to nearly 600 to-
day. Thanks to the cooperative efforts of its leaders and staff
members, Vanguard Daily has made great contributions to our

socialist revolution and socialist construction, to the four-mod-
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ernization drive, and to the construction of both spiritual and ma-
terial civilizations in our country. Also, this Daily has been play-
ing an important role in popularizing the Party's theory, princi-
ples and policies, mobilizing all positive factors, and uniting all
forces to build socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Vanguard Daily consists of eight pages in each copy. The
first page (the front page)carries news and reports of the greatest
importance. In the second page there are major news reports
about economics and business at home and abroad. The third
bage covers national news and stories of various kinds , including
briefs and features. The fourth page mainlypublishes opinion ar-
ticles such as columns, commentaries, letters, etc. The fifth page
carries articles on culture and education. The sixth page is con-
cerned with life and people or entertainment, including TV pro-
grams and crossword riddles. The seventh page carries news and
reports about sports of all kinds. The eighth ‘page is exclusively
devoted to reporting world events. All news reports in the paper
are instructive and attractive. As advertising business is expand-
ing and becoming flourishing in China, advertisements appear at
the bottom of most of the pages. And in the Daily, pictures are
inserted in proper places, making the content noticeable, easily
acceptable, and more entertaining.

Right now, Vanguard Daily is concentrating on expia{ning
reform measures, summing up and spreading new experiences
created by the masses,and helping solve problems that crop up in
the process of deepening reform in a bid to help establish the
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structure of a socialist market economy , maintain sustained, rapid
and healthy economic development, and promote social progress.
It goes without saying that Vanguard Daily serves as a window

to reform and opening up to the outside world.

New Words and Expressions

1. graduate ['graedjueit] vi. (ANKEFHEMER) Bl

2. assign [o'sain] vt.  HBEI(ESH), B BL%; B, HEIK

3. credential [kri'denfal] n. {5, EIE, CIE; () 4
&[5

checkroom ['tfekrum] n. ITE, 88 FHEL

considerate [ken'sidarit] a. BTN, HIEH, KR

apartment building ABFERZ, A8 K%

circulate ['sakjuleit] vt. iT, E% WHiE

reputation ['repju:'teifan] n. FE, FAHE; ¥, E%

energetic ['ena'dzetik ] a. W HFHAY, W HEER

10. staff [sta:f] n. 2ERR, 2KIEAR

11. comprehension ['komprithenfan] n. M4, BR, BRH

12. arduous ['a:djuies] a.  BMEM, BER, #HWY

13. tortuous ['to:tjues | a. A didrey

14. mobile ['moubail ] a.  {EBIH, E3H; FKHE;

15. all walks of life &47&, EMELHE

16. cooperative [koeu'sparativ] a. &{EMY ,‘ BER, EES

i 4:5]
17. mobilize ['msubilaiz] vt. ;R ; [Hizsh, FRE
18. commentary ['komeantari] n. g (WE) RiE
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