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FOREWORD

BFounded in 1898, Peking Univer-
sity was originally named The Metro-
politan University. It adopted the
present name in 1912. As a product of
the Reform Movement of 1898, Peking
University emerged as the first state-
run university in modern Chinese his-
tory. Inits early years, it was not only
the country's top university, but also
functioned as the national administra-
tive institution of higher education of
the day.

In the last one hundred years, Pe-
king University has pioneered in
China's endeavor for modernization,
with a glorious revolutionary history
and fine academic tradition. In history
it was the center of China's New Cul-

ture Movement, the birthplace of the

May 4th Movement and the source of
the mushrooming of Marxism and the
development of democracy and sci-
ence. Now it is an important territory
of education and research for the mod-
emization of China. This university
has produced generations of talented
scholars and students, cultivated dar-
ing scientific thoughts and accom-
plished original and scholarly achieve-
ments, making steady contributions to
the country's moral and material
progress. The spirits of patriotism,
progress, democracy and science and
the traditions of diligence, rigour, hon-
esty, and creativity are maintained and
handed down through the ages.

At the turn of the century, as China

reaches a crucial moment in its mod-

ernization, Peking University is placed,
by the state government, on top of the
agenda for promoting higher educa-
tion, with a view to making it a world-
class socialist university early in the
next century. Meeting challenges of
economic development, social change
and scientific and technological
progress in an effort to make China
prosperous with modern knowledge,
Peking University is moving forward
in the environment of political stabil-
ity and unity, pressing on for reforms
and maintaining its academically-pro-
ductive tradition. A better, stronger,
more vigorous Peking University will

emerge in the twenty-first century.
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