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INTRODUCTION

All about the USA is a low-intermediate reader for students of En-
glish as a Second Language. A host of facts presented within themes of
people, places, originals, food, and nature will not only provide students
with information about the United States, but will also stimulate cross-cul-
tural exchange. The vocabulary and structures used in the text have been
carefully controlled at a low-intermediate level, and every effort has been
made to keep the language natural.

The thirty reading units have been grouped intc parts according to
their topics to make it easy for teachers to plan sequences of readings on
similar themes if they wish.

Each unit contains:

* A short reading passage

- Topic-related vocabulary work

+ A comprehension exercise on main ideas

- A comprehension exercise on details

- Grammar exercises

Ideally, students should first read each passage individually, skim-
ming for a general feel for the content. The teacher may wish to deal
with some of the vocabulary at this point. A second, more detailed read-

O



INTRODUCTION

ing can be done while working through the vocabulary exercise. Further
reading(s) can be done aloud by the teacher.

The VOCABULARY exercise is designed to help students become
more self-reliant by encouraging them to work out the meanings from
context. As suggested previously, this section can be done during the
reading phase or afterward or both. As in all exercise sections, a variety
of exercise types is used .

There are two groups of COMPREHENSION exercises. The first,
Looking for Main Ideas, should be used in conjunction with the text to
help students develop their reading skills, not as a test of memory. In
each case, the students are asked to confirm the basic content of the
text, which they can do individually, in pairs, in small groups, or as a
whole class. The second comprehension exercise, Looking for Details
expands the students’ exploration of the text, concentrating on the skim-
ming and scanning skills necessary to derive maximum value from read-
ing.

GRAMMAR focuses on aspects of the language suggested by the
reading passage itself. The emphasis is on practice and reinforcement of
grammar skills rather than teaching; the grammar exercises also indirectly
build on the comprehension phase.
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George Unit 1
Washington
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In 1775, when the Amer-
ican War of independence”
began, George Washington
was chosen to lead the Ameri-
can army. Washington knew
his job would be difficult. The
army was small. The soldiers |
were untrained® and had few N
guns. The Britsh army was large and strong. Its sol- | ;7 ieind / o
diers were very well trained. * 20 %ty

The early battles showed Washington’ s prob-
lems. His army was easily defeated in the Battle of
New York. Then Washington thought of a plan. On
Christmas night in 1776, he had his soldiers attack the




Al About The USA

enemy in the city of Trenton? , New Jersey' . The en-
emy soldiers never expected an attack on such a
night. They were having a Christmas party. Washing-
ton won his firstvictory. Washington’ s army won the
final battle in Yorktown” in 1781 .

George Washington was a great leader and was
respected by all his men. He was not interested in
fame or money, but only in helping his country. There
are many stories about George Washington. Many are
probably not true. The most famous story, though®,
is about the cherry” tree. It is said that young George
cut down his father’s cherry tree. When his father
asked who cut down the tree, George confessed and
said, “| cannot tell a lie.”

in 1789 leaders from all the states met to choose
the first president of the United States. The vote was
unanimous® . Everyone voted for George Washington.
He became the country’s first president and is re-

membered as the “Father of our Country”.
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VOCABULARY

Complete the definitions. Circle the letter of the correct answer .

1. When you admit that you did something wrong, you

a. attack b. confess c. lie

2. When you are beaten, you are
a. chosen b. voted c. defeated

3. When people have a good opinion of someone else, he or she is
a. respected b. strong ¢. famous

&



Unit 1

4. When everyone agrees on a decision, the decision is

a. large b. unanimous c. true
5. When you have had no practice doing a job, you are

a. not interested  b. untrained ¢. cut down
6. When two armies fight, it iscalleda

a. party b. vote ¢. battle
7. When you are famous or everyone knows you, you have

a. fame b. money c. independence
8. When an army wins, itis calleda

a. plan b. victory c. leader
COMPREHENSION

A. Looking for Main Ideas

Wirite complete answers to these questions.

1. What was George Washington’ s job during the War of Indepen-
dence?

2. Why did people respect George Washington?

3. What happened to George Washington in 17897

B. Looking for Details

Circle T if the sentence is ture. Circle F if the sentence is false.

True False
1. George Washington was made president in 1775. T F
2. The British army was bigger than the American army. T F
3. The British soldiers were better trained than the
American soldiers . T F
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4. The Americans won all their battles. T F
5. The American soldiers had a party at Christmas
in Trenton. T F

6. George Washington was not interested in fame or

money. T
7. George Washington cut down his father’s cherry tree. T F
8. George Washington was the first president of the

United States. T F
GRAMMAR

Complete the sentences using the past tense form of the verbs in
parentheses .

EXAMPLE: The American War of Independence —(E;—"%— in 1775.

1. Washing his job would be difficult.

(know)

2. Washington's army ECONE small.

3. The soldiers o) untrained and ~(have) few guns.

4. Then Washington T of a plan.

5. They the enemy on Christmas night.

(attack)

6. Washington —win) his first victory .

7. In 1789 leaders {meet) to choose the first president.

8. Everyone for George Washington.

(vote)



Amelia Earhart

Unit 2
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Amelia Earhart was a fa-
mous woman in her time. In
1928, she became the first
woman to cross the Atlantic
Ocean as a passenger in an
airplane. in 1932, she be-
came the first woman pilot to
fly solo across the Atlantic.
Later that year, she was the first woman to fly across
the United States from New Jersey to California. Ear-
hart set records in flying times and won many awards.

Earhart had great courage and ambition. As a
child, she was very inquisitive’ , kind, and always in-
terested in learning. This interest led her to have as
many as twenty-eight different jobs in her lifetime.
She was a volunteer nurse during World War [ . She
was an English teacher and social worker at Purdue
University in indiana” . She Wrote poetry and books
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All About The USA

and gave many interesting lectures” . She encouraged
others, especially young women, to follow their dreams.

Amelia Earhart’ s dream was to fly around the
world. Many people gave money to help her. Purdue
University gave Earhart her plane. It was the newest
type. Earhart began her around-the-world® flight on
June 1, 1937. Her route® around the world was more
than 29,000 miles. She had one crew member, Fred
Noonan. On July 2, 1937, they were flying over the
Pacific when radio contact” with her airplane, the
Electra , suddenly stopped. To this day, no one knows
what happened to Amelia Earhart, Fred Noonan, and

the Electra .

Ed: ¥
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VOCABULARY

Groute / ru:t/ n.

B A

Which sentences have the same meaning as the sentences from the

reading? Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. In 1932, Amelia Earhart became the first woman pilot to fly solo

across the Atlantic.

a. She was flying alone.

b. She was flying with someone else.
2. Earhart set records in flying times.

a. No one else was flying as fast or as long as Earhart.
b. Many other people were flying as fast or as long as Earhart.

3. Earhart won many awards.
a. People gave Earhart many jobs.
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b. People gave Earhart many prizes.
4. Amelia Earhart had great ambition.
a. She wanted to do many things.
b. She was very smart.
5. She was very inquisitive.
a. She studied hard.
b. She asked many questions.
6. She was a social worker at Purdue University.
a. She was teaching history.
b. She was helping people.
7. She encouraged others to follow their dreams.
a. She thanked people for doing what they wanted to do.
b. She told people to go and do the things they wanted to do.
8. She had one crew member, Fred Noonan.
a. Fred Noonan helped Amelia Earhart fly her plane.
b. Amelia Earhart gave Fred Noonan a ride in her plane.

COMPREHENSION

A. Looking for Main Ideas

Write complete answers to these questions.
1. Why was Amelia Earhart famous in her time?

2. What kind of woman was Amelia Earhart?

3. Why is Amelia Earhart’ s last flight a mystery?

B. Looking for Details

Circle the letter of the best answer.
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1. Amelia Earhart disappeared while she was flying
a. solo across the Atlantic
b. from New Jersey to California

c. her plane around the world

~
=1

1928, Amelia Earhart became
a. the first woman pilot
b. the first woman to cross the Atlantic as a passenger in an air-
plane
c. the first woman to fly from the East Coast to the West Coast
3. As a child, Amelia Earhart was always interested in
a. flying b. learning C. teaching
4. ., Amelia Earhart worked as a nurse.
a. While she was at Purdue University
b. After she learned to fly a plane
¢. During world War 1
5. Earhart’s dream was to
a. fly around the world
b. build a modern airplane
c. teach young women how to fly
6.  gave Earhart the Electra .
a. Purdue University
b. Fred Noonan
c. Several wealthy people

GRAMMAR

Complete the sentences with the correct article. Use a or the. If no
article is necessary, write X.

1. Amelia Earhart was __ tamous woman in her time.
2.1In 1928, she became first woman to cross Atlantic
Ocean as _ passenger in an airplane.

O



