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Chapter 1

School had been out for over an hour when the
boy entered the park. He stopped just inside the gate
to look for chestnuts!? under the tree. Scuffling®
the dead Jeaves away with his foot, he bent down
and picked up several chestnuts that had been conceal-
ed beneath the layer of leaves!®, Not satisfied, he
tossed them back down and continued his search.
Moving more of the dry, crackling®’ leaves, he was
rewarded by finding another chestnut, which now lay
expoSéd in the grass. Dropping to his knees, he put
the new chestnut on the palm of his hand. It lay
there, large, smooth, and shiny, its auburn'® surface
reflecting!® the sun’s rays.

The boy smiled and stuffed the newfound prize
into his pocket. He got up and ran slowly toward
the swing set™, But instead of climbing onto a swing,
he ran past it and hoisted himself up on the bars, ®
He then proceeded to do a set of tricks®, which
consisited of skin-the-cat,10 hanging upside down by
his knees and swinging, and dropping to the ground.
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HRF—A BN, XAABEFEEAE, —ABTML
RESERTIRETF. AHBEFEN, REHIBEIL
BRMAETRRETHETF, —FBAF, EEENHTES,
BT, MEELOMHIREREERN KRR, AHE
2, BRAFA-WEFRELEH L, BET TR BEh
BRAE L, B XBMEFXANER, REKN 28
22 B B A R BRI G R,

BERRELFRAD ST NEENE, REHIEEkKE
B B, AR RILNBE, mREE—8 RE-
BRYNEFRIE, kT A5k E, BEbRE—RASTGE,
A RAERE, B ERENLIRREE RS,

(1) chestnut [‘tfestnat] n. BF (2) scuffle [‘skafl] v. #EH
177 (3) concealed beneeth the layer of leaves BEMHERE
T conceal [kon’siil] vt. ka@; FaEE layer [“leia] n. B (4]
crackling [‘kreeklin] adj. 1§34, Bfsym? (5) auburn
["o:ben] adj. €@k (6) reflect [riflekt] vt. K& Kok
(7)swing set §¥f (8) bar [ba:] n.#: EF, EXEXER
EER (9) trick [trik] n. 575, H% (10) skin-the-cat i {&
B —MRRE, BUABMERR, DUSERFNa & B
827 S B



He repeated this routine(l) several times, seeming-
ly® unaware® of the appreciative? audience that
' sat watching him go through his act. This audience
was made up of® only one spectator—an elderly lady.
As on zlmost every other day,®) she had come then
to sit and enjoy the sunshine, She always chose a cer-
tain bench, and there she sat each afternoon from
three to five o’clock. Likewise,!” the boy came every
day to practice his tricks. Their worlds revolved close-
ly around each other, but never touched. But this day
turned out to be & different.

The boy got sand in his shoes and came walk-
ing over fo the bench. He sat down and began unty-
ing®® his shoelaces. He looked over and found the
lady watching him with a smile,

“Hi,” 10 the boy said.

“Hello. Having a good times”

“Yeah.”t He took the shoes off and began shak-
ing the sand out.



e R LR TixEH Ashie, BARFREINH
aE R RS~ EREGE, RAFLBHRE—A
A——fL ETEEMAL, BERSRERETRELEN
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#T 40, AAREMT, AE, X—KE TR,

BEEEERT 5T, FRBENARDLTER
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R, "BHi,

VRAF, TSR
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(1) routine [rutiin] n. %#, XEHBEBH—ENHE (2)
seemingly [‘si:mipli] adv. B4 (3) unaware [“Ano’wea)
adj. RAE, BREIN 4) appreciative [o/pri:fiativ] adj.
HIRWDE KRXE  (5) make up of # (6) every other
M every other day MR ‘RX"WREE, XH almost every
other day MR FEN “ZREBEEXR", (7 likewise adv. [
H (8) turn out to be £RA, LFEHAE (9) untying
£ untie WRESTHHER: untie vt. #F (10) hi [hai] int,
W (CRRARR R EER) (11) yeah [jed] abv.=yes (£
niE)



“I’ve Liecen watching you do those stunts) on the
bars—"

“Huhe”

. “Those tricks. Hanging upside down and the skin-
the-cat.”

“Skin-the-cat?”

~ “Yes, you know. Hanging onto the bar with your
hands and bringing your feet up through your arms.
You're very good.”

“Oh, is that what it’s calleds A kid® at school
showed me how to do it, but he never called it skin-
the-cat.”

“Well, that is what it’s called all right. And as
I said, you’re very good.”

“Yeaho I guess it’s ’cause I do it so mueh, I'm
getting pretty good. I come and work at # real hard
about every day.” Bending down, the boy put his
shoes back on.

“I come here every day also.”

“Yeah, I know *cause I seen'® you sitting right
here every time I come.”

“Have you?” asked the lady.

“Yep,” @ said the boy, “Ithought you maybe were
somebody’s grandma or something, but I never did
see nobody with you.!®”
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(1) stunt [stant] 7. ##, WASE (2) kid (kid] 7. N,
biE (3) ’cause I seen=because I've seen (4) yep [jep]
adv. (E{8)=yes (adv.) (5) I never did see nobody with
you.=1 saw nobody with you. &} I didn’t see any body
with you. XRBZ T #HOHNE broken English(¥H#&iE),

HEARBOEERBEEAE, R, SERANEHE NE
FE AL, ML, XERFREFXE UESHE, TH
FG, AFEHER,



“That’s because there isn’t anyone with me. My
husband died many years ago, and my son is grown
and married, so I live alone.”

“That’s sad, huhs”

“Not really. My son brings his wife to visit once
a year, and my sister invites me every summer to her
home. So you see, I’'m not really alone.”

"' “But what about when you got nobody to visit
with),” asked the boy, “then what do you do?”

“Well, I read a lot and I work in my garden. I
have some lovely roses® this year. . . . And]I come
~ to the park to watch the children play.”

" *You like that, huhs”

“Yes, very much,” said the lady, smiling. “And
if 1 didn’t come to the park, I might never have met
such a nice boy as you.”

“But you haven't meeten!® me yet,” insisted¥)
the boy. “You don’t know my name.”

_ "Oh. Well, suppose you introduce yourself.!5"

“OK. My name’s Butch.®”

~ “Is that allg”
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‘BHy, FEHER "EBAASKOEE, WMRARAALE
3k, BAREAGEARZINRGIRXFEBFET.”

‘HEEBEA LINAR, "B “BERmER
Hy &, "

‘&, WARNMB—-THEHOWE.”

“BF, RAIVDER.”

“KREABFE"

(1) visit with 83, /5% (2) rose [rouz] n. ¥ (3)
meeten Bi met (4) insist [in‘sist] vi. &4 (5) suppose
you introduce yourself {R/r#—T{RHCME, suppose
[so'pauz] vt. ( AMEIESFRARN ) ik-er "= (6) Butch
(butf} n. (E)(HEEEHIFINGS HIT GRHEEETF), XR
Bizmahg, MLHAE,



“Well, my real name’s Douglas Sanders,!) but
hardly nobody calls me that.”

“Oh, 1 see.”

“What are you called?”

“Well, Butch,” said the lady, “T’ll tell you. I have
a nickname( also, that very few people know of.”

“What is ite”

“Nona.” 3

“Nona?”

“Yes. Do you like its”

“Gee.") I never heard of a Nona before.”

“Well, now you have.”

*Yeah. . . . Now that we meeten each other,
we can be friends, huhe”

It was then that they realized someone was call-
ing to them. “Butch! Time for supper!”

“Oh. I have to go,” said the boy.

“Who’s that calling you, Buich?” asked the lady.

“That’s my brother.”

“Oh.”

*B-U-TCH!” came the voice again.
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(1) Douglas Sanders [‘dagles ‘seendez] Highriyr  HZMiy
(2) nickname [“nikneim] #i4%, 405 (3) Nona [’nsuns] n,
—RprEI T, R E R R ERE", (4) gee [d3i] int. (f8) ®Y
(R, MNE%)
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