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Contents Abstract

Wenzhou,a coastal community of Zhejiang province
with nearly 7m people,is hemmed in by mountains
on three sides and by  hills and sea on the
fourth. The dialect of Wenzhou people 1is difficult to
understand for people from other parts of China. His-
torically, Wenzhou wused to be poor and lagged—behind
other parts of China until the early stage of the
Reform and Opening—up era in the early 1980s.
Wenzhou people called the period in the 1950s the
“FrontLine”,the period in the 1960s the “FireLine”,
the period in the 1970s the “Short Line”,and the
“Life Line”appeared after the adoption of the Re-
forming and Opening Policy.

In the face of such challenges as having too
many people but too little land,not enough financial
support from the Government,not enough usable natu-
ral resources,and too weak a collective economy , Wen-
zhou people did not wait but carried out the“make
ourselves wealthy”policy and applied the principle of
“Self — Reform, Self — Development, Self — Risk and  Self —
Construction”so  that WenZhou people walked out a
“district —economy road” in their own way under
their own steam. Consequently, Wenzhou people broke
away from poverty,walked down the road to riches
and created the distinctive“Wenzhou Model”. Recent re-

search has shown that the speed of Wenzhou’s 22




years’ development after the Reforming and Opening
Policy is equivalent to that of the Four Dragons’
38 years and to that of USA’s 116 years.

“How did Wenzhou develop like this?”,“Why
Wenzhou was successful?”,“What can be learned from
WenZhou people?”,and so on. The author of this
book explains the secret of Wenzhou’s success to
the whole world realistically,imaginatively, vividly , dimen-
sionally and thoroughly in all its aspects in five
parts: Visiting its strategist, Visiting its entrepreneurs,
Visiting its ordinary people,Looking into the new
Wenzhou and Through it into the Western China.
The story of “getting medicine from Wenzhou to
develop the west”throws some light on the develop-

ment in the west of China and provides some use-

ful guidelines.
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