Contemporary American Culture and Society







BHERSE B (CIP) 18

YHRERDR / FA#RmE. — LR LESMEHE HAREL, 2002
ISBN 7 - 81080 — 547 — 9

I. % I A [ OFE - FiEH¥ - BEFR -
Q@FE - - BEERK -#HM V. H319.40K971.2

o B R A B 51 CIP B85 (2002) % 057335 5

HEEETT: -5 MEEr B AR F
CE¥/EBBRFEAN) HE%: 200083

=<1 if: 021-65425300 (S#HL) . 35051812 (A ITRE)
BT HE4: bookinfo@sflep.com.cn
4 k. http://www.sflep.com.cn http://www.sflep.com

|IEME: BREUE

Bl: E#PHENRI

. PrEISIE R EITHET

3 787X1092 116 EDIK 24 FH 697 TF
: 20035F 1 A 1R 200351 A 1 XEDR
s 5000 AR

TEHEN T
&5 M

< : ISBN 7-81080-547-9 / H - 209
#r: 28.00 5T

AR E AR RAE, A Hiak

R



'—%’—‘ =3
=

JRESNERFELFR(R)MIBEFEFRAER)T 199256 A5 XEH
HERLEXRITANAR, HE5 - ERARZRAEFLHFRF LA GHM
(HEREBRBANE T 1996 FEXHR), X—REFHTBEREHRAM P EFRES
K MFHEAFRBAZTHHEUAAETLAMBAEFSI RGN LE, PERF
BAREINTBFTHMBSE A4, B0 ERE THENEE R, B o234t
R BN AR BAFRITTHREFAL, HEHBEERRN, S(IREDBA)
BETHRIE,FABENEONR, SHEEZRAGFEXFMAALE(ERET K
AT RAREFEBRBLE R RN EMH RN ELEHHE—ENBERERAL
SHE X AEELH(ERERBEAL), URALAREHERE., BE5(EKLE
BMA)VOREEFHALZIHOT I TELRABREF NS L, BEFEARTLE
IFEBALHAOIR, EHERTFLNE R, B ILFRORES S, AF B R R
FOFEST A TAATEREBBELGSE , B RAFFEXMAH, X2 —HE3K
a9 EFH,

BEXH BN BEEHALS LG HEBERRREZRG TF(REMA)DAGZREES
Lt —TEGHG LB R ALERHBRBRE LA REAC AR TS ITREHK S
B, REZHMAREF LR EZRFAMTERATOEHALL S HRER kR
(RRMALLHRTAR, A BT R FEHIRE T REFASH FNEFBEE
MRS AR FAGBETEARARIPE IR FRAGHARKE, B, 485
REBMOZRE, EXREHFLAN BN EB G E 4R, M B 5K 435 400
5@ TFIAENELRR BREFABBRBANESE S WABE AR TR
Ko MARBAHFAENRARTINKFEDGEH AR BE I AL LRI LR
HER, ARV BHE EHAMERFRED S TR IR EBABAFEZOELY
TE,

AHBEOPLEARR(ERERDBA), REAT, WA — a5 p AN S
BERRRC BERE AE-FHENTREH, XA UER VB ALREAYHE
B EARBARN T —HEANRZILETFAZLEHE HEARBHELE L
Contemporary American Culture and Society ({ZR£R XL 54L)) R B &
8 AR ERAEHLE IR E XL RBAE, ABHN TR TEELTHRELER
AL EMEDIL BEBZLNERE XFRAFHE &,

SR A —FRBMARGEM, AR A B A ELER H BEERA DA YK
(EASLLHEIANFTER, 22BN THERATERAR L BN E, FHH—
GBETERARAIR X EOENETFERAS L ZHEAERE L, RS
WEFHERSHM” (diversity) R B A E£B X542 RLERAS—ABE
(RE)CAALEIRGALINA G, LEARB Tz, £EALL/H
HOHBE SR SHFAGBRE L H A AR E R ITALEREELRE
IEHEN S AAES, B, 220N BLEEAL AR A A IfTioE £ AL
s X EHRFT R, APFEEATEEUARAR LBETFHEL£AEEE
MABEARTOFY BB AT LANA, LA Zit PRS2 THY L4
XA iR R R TR, P LI LA EERXEFO ST BRERRTH
@ ETAFANLEAALLINCARETRAOFTEHNBATEM, 3T AN
ITEBERBROER LR ARTHRS AMBEHEEBEABEGERIE S
B RATHZARFT A RBRAETH LD, #PEAPLBIAREBEF T EH
WERSHEHG R A FBREESH G AREF R FIILLT A S P
HAGH®RES,



Fe

2
AHEEFRREEXAARAMENF, TLARSIHGARLFREALN LK, R
R —ARARGBRFOIRE, ALABBEEATAAEATRGZE LG IR, K48
2 ABBELEAEA SRS OHEELF L LELARLZL, TERAR, R
IHH

EHT . ERGET KiEHEREALIA,
2001 411 A



H 3

TECHAR ERROL) 4 A3 AR P, 1 F 9 28 3 0o LB 45 B0 R e 25 Bk 1 8 B Y

.

(HREERL)2HELE 18 M T, Ko 14 MRITHWRR T 1999 48, R4E,
AREFEBAEK)EEBHE P L EE Priscilla Roberts 8+ X4 55 #5311 B0
SRR, EERUEBKHT THIE—-FENHRABEETE. Ret, B REEERKPH
BRI HRIMESN AR (T AR ) B BE RIS F AR 450 4 23 37 ] 753 e 5 T Y88 —
WP RLIFEERBEER,

2000 FFHES, ER TN EITET SPRBEXFER=ZFFHAT KA, WhE, 25—
A RIHERE Joseph Hawes #(#2 (Memphis University, USA) 1 #4 3% LE X [a)
B, —h S T RIARER, UIEREAE N, 2000 EBE, EHR VA TEY
WA, EdEMN—FE, EELMBARBEXEBR(EEEELWEBER T
M KEZ R, BECERH AT B RN BT, FHESRETHETA
FHI5E M :Joseph Hawes #$%,James Rembert 4 (The Citadel, USA) Priscil-
la Roberts 14, M) ShRFECEBr £ B E 2, MR BN IERRINEE HIER
MHERZH,

W, FA— BB AHBREEXEMERH LSS LEBR S EMNHIT, 28
REBMRZHEE, RAESGENEM , AERT5E, SR TR,

HEN+EFE, AN SELZBRLH T HRERNEL, —HE, “ER2"
P RAFEARE R AR, IR 550k —H I LUk B AR 7 %5 B —— BT
AEMER, HRPEF KPR ES; B — il “EEEF NEEESFLERN
H R AT  HL S A6 B AR Rk, SEAMRSRBUR o 4 248 A ksl ok 7T 22 B e 25 )
IERHARRL FMEELRA ZRELFTGR, DB BB B2 R
RSB, MR AR “I——EM £ EBERE N RES, (44t
REBOUIRERS bR AT HB K R FIAM T, i — A L B 22

ABRATHNEGFEELESHF BB ER HESBER BT KE JLBE5%E.
EXSEMR SEREAGER B TFHE RREA RESEA KRSEE . BRE
It AL BN EESNE TR REZHAEM . 5 BT AL A SRR (%
REERL) (BB BRESH, DINERE RARAL, 1996 48) M, BG4 At h =
DESHRL R RRE ERARNYT RS, SR TH A M AE, R EF S MR
ol LABE S B T AT,

BESh, (YA BBSLE S A BT A BN ER 4 402 “H8 5, BF Feature, Sz 2
TR FEHATEE R “RE", EEI MR TS - ME=S8ASZHRY
“American City” ¥4, 3%} 18 N EEMAT/E THB AR, R B E A —W, RE,
BABITHEIIEILRHEXN % EMME L, DA @224 MR £ By
HWIRARHEE,

FHER(EITFM) .

G, ZERERB TN . FEREEESETL, FE SRR BN, 2REM
TFE EAM A BRRBIF L) , I IMAZE OB . B ERBIME R 24 418
BB FRIERRRRE, R TRIE, ZE5) B0 F &8, LI 7EAHREE 48
HTRIBRXOHSTRE, TR GREERFRBIRFHES]) . 74T, J7 i@, Staci Ford, 3%
AT ERGE, SIBUR, BT, MW, WRE, XUBLE, XU SOKS, 2= 11, Gordon Slethaug,
Terri Tomaszek, E4L, T8V, B E =, B, YR,

THZBRIE 1993 F X 1996 F4L Y0 SME R R EE, HF, e kAL
HXRBIBIT &, BiTRARE (URERER)—BHT Y, SR, EX5SEEA
REFEPOHER, TEM—BRER N HE TS T X005, Bk




it

4 B

‘B HTFE RN B

R E g SNEHE ML R R AT AR . RIESFEHREFRHBEHRBTHHN
Hf, AR B AFZ P EHEXSHEER, T Justice and the Law, Holidays and
Tourism 5% Domestic Economy = & 4 & #BH I Tt 8 K B2k 3h, B 4n “Circuit
Court of Appeals”, “District Courts”, “Judges”,“U.S. Holidays” X “U.S. Finan-
cial Markets” % L RAE N R RBRHNBEHRBHVER,

ZTCEEN], BL SN SHAR L, SLEMERA, BMALPHEETRAERAR
MR, EdEN - +EZ48, XEEBRER FEABNERATEEEELLIGE “Culture
Wars” (344 Chapter I, Introduction), SEHN{T 5 £ “an American” f# 6] B 1% i,
JBRES, FEAK, B H AT IE I B AR R R A AR, BOb “EEH B R —H#%
Be”, SR, EZH RS HEEAT, HBRZ - R - & HEE—maumig s
FHORERE — W SBUAAERES RERSFHAIARRMAR. EEEH
BRI AR Z A FERR A BN B Z AT s, ol 5 KR IFIHE E,
b PTIRSMES R R FE SO B , 1B 4w : 510420,

Jia i85
2001 %11 A



Acknowledgements

I wish to acknowledge the help of many people in preparation and revision
of the textbook and its teacher’s manual.

Dr. Priscilla Roberts, Director of the Center of American Studies at the
University of Hong Kong, encouraged me to stick to my writing proposal by of-
fering me a ten-month Starr Foundation Research Fellowship, essential to the
completion of this project. She proofread the chapter on America and the World
in the Student’s Book and generously contributed the section on “The Middle
East, a Multilateral Peace Process.” She then read every word of the manuscript
of the Teacher’s Manual, at merely one week’s notice, and made my writing
more precise and elegant by saving me from numerous errors of grammar and
logic.

Several other scholars, Chinese and American, offered me generous guid-
ance while I was often puzzled over questions concerning American society. I
have expressed gratitude to my Chinese colleagues in the Foreword. Here I
would like to thank my American friends. I relied heavily on Dr. Joseph
Hawes, professor of history at Memphis University, who never failed to give
advice and encouragement in our numerous e-mail conversations. Prof. Hawes
was teaching as a distinguished Fulbright scholar at my home faculty when I put
to use, in the spring semester of 2000, the bulk of the first draft of the Student’s
Book. Eventually he wrote me pages of corrections and comments, most of
which have been incorporated in the final draft of the book. He then proofread
most chapters of its second or third drafts and improved them with numerous
corrections and suggestions. Prof. James Rembert in the English Department at
the Citadel, South Carolina proofread two chapters of the Student’s Book and
contributed invaluable suggestions and advice at later stages of its preparation.

Dr. Gordon Slethaug of the Department of English and Dr. Staci Ford of
the Center of American Studies of the University of Hong Kong gave their sup-
port by lending me valuable reference books and recommending useful web
sites. Ms. Kathryn Lovatt, an American Ph.D. candidate in the Department of
English at Hong Kong University, had insightful talks with me about her home-
land.

I am also grateful to Mr. Mark Canning, Consul of Culture and Press, in
the American Consulate General in Guangzhou, China, who helped secure for
these two books the funding for the copyrighted materials I had selected for
them.

Last, but by no means least, I want to thank the Department of History and
the Main Library of the University of Hong Kong. The former provided me a
nice office during my research fellowship, and the latter possesses the largest
collection of books on American Studies in Asia.



Copyrights:

These materials are included in the Student’s Book unless otherwise indicat-
ed. Pains have been taken to contact all those whose work I had selected as re-
gards copyright issues. For further inquiries, please write to Zhou Jinggiong,
English Faculty, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, PRC.
Oxford University Press, New York — “People and Culture: Diversity and Con-
vergence” (Chapter I) from North America, A Geographical Mosaic by Freder-
ick W. Boal and Stephen A. Royle (1999)

Longman Publishers, U.S.A. — “Impeachment” (Chapter 11, Teacher’s Manu-
al) from America , Past and Present , Instructor’s Resource Manual (5" Edition)
by James P. Walsh (1999)

— “A Typical Day in the Life of a High School Student” (Chapter IV) from
Horace’s Compromise by Theodore R. Sizer (1984)

— Table 3 “Growth in the Number of Lawyers in America” and Table 4 “Enroll-
ments of Women and Members of Racial Minority Groups in Law Schools”
(Chapter XV)

— Tables on “Interest Groups and Political Litigation” and “Some Interest
Groups Active in the Courts” (Chapter IX, Teacher’s Manual)

— Figure 1 “Cases Filed in the Supreme Court Per Term, by 5-year Averages,
1949 -1998” (Chapter XV, Teacher’s Manual) from American Courts: Process
and Policy (Fourth Edition) by Baum, Lawrence (1998). Adapted with permis-
sion:

The Chronicle of Higher Education , Washington D.C., U.S.A.

— Table 2 “Average College Costs in the U.S., 2000 —2001”, and Table 3 “Most
Expensive Public 4-year Colleges” (Chapter 1V);

— Charts “Average Tuition and Fees at 4-year Private Colleges, 1990 —2001” and
“Most Expensive Private 4-year Colleges, 1990 — 2001” (Chapter IV, Teacher’s
Manual) from The Chronicle of Higher Education , 27/10/2000

— “When Intellectual Life Is Optimal for Students” (Chapter 1V, Teacher’s
Manual) from The Chronicle Review, 20/4/2001

The Economist — “Do Gay People Have Rights” (Chapter VI) from The
Economist , 24/3/2001

The New York Times, New York, U.S.A.

— “The Downsizing of America” (Chapter VII) from The Downsizing of Ameri-
ca by The New York Times (1996)

— “Freedom v. Order: When Christmas Conflicts with Diversity” from The
New York Times, 21/12/95 by Carol Lawson

M.E.Sharpe Co. New York, U.S.A. — Table 3 “Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act, 1996” (Chapter VIII) from American
Poverty in a New Era of Reform by Harrel R. Rodgers, Jr. (2000)

The McGraw-Hill Companies, New York, U.S.A.

— “Types of Courts: The Daily Agenda for a Municipal Court Judge” (Chapter
XV, Teacher’s Manual) and “Virtual Reality” (Chapter XII) and “The Three
Newspaper Giants and Yellow Journalism” (Chapter XI) abridged from The Dy-
namics of Mass Communication by Joseph R. Dominick (1996)

The American Enterprise Institute Press, Washington D.C., from The Illus-



Copyrights . 7

trated Guide to the American Economy by Herbert Stein & Murray Foss (1999)
— Figure 9 “Personal Savings as Percentage of Disposable Personal Income,
1947 —1998” (Chapter VII)

— Table 3 “Employment in Blue- and White-collar Occupations as Percentages
of Total Employment, 1958 — 1998”, Chart 2 “Ratio of Working-age Americans
(20 to 64) to Older Americans (65 and older), 1960 —2075” and, Chart 3 “Union
Membership as Percentage of Non-farm Employment, 1930 — 1998” (Chapter X)
The Norton Co., New York, U.S.A

— Chart 4 “The UN and U.S. Domestic Politics” (Chapter XVII)

— “The Regulation of TV and Radio” (Chapter XII, Teacher’s Manual) from
American Foreign Policy: The Dynamics of Choice in the 21% Century by Bruce
W. Jentleson (2000)

— “A New Crime: Hate; a New Punishment: Sentence-enhancement” and “How
Guns Get Rampant in the Unite States” (Chapter X VI, Teacher’s Manual) from
Criminal Justice , and Introduction by F. Adleer (2000)

The Free Press, New York, U.S.A. — “AT&T, a Case Study of the Uncertain-
ty in the Workplace” (Chapter X, Teacher’s Manual) from Age Works by Bev-
erly Goldberg (2000)

Congressional Quarterly Inc., Washington D. C. — “Religion: An Evolving
Definition” (Chapter XVIII, Teacher’s Manual) from Supreme Court and Indi-
vidual Rights by Joan Biskupic and Elder Witt (1997)



The Book at a GIlance

Purpose

Why a book on contemporary American culture and soci-
ety? There are many reasons, and I would like to boil them
down to two. :

Since the early 1990s, one of the most influential areas of
academic attention, worldwide, has been Cultural Studies. Al-
though firmly rooted in literary studies, this independent
movement analyzes the different aspects of human self-expres-
sion, including the visual arts, film, TV, commercials, fash-
ion, architecture, music, popular culture, etc. as manifesta-
tions of a cultural whole. Such a comprehensive perspective
dates back to 1958, when the pioneer theorist Raymond
Williams in Culture and Society argued in favor of a cultural
understanding which takes ino consideration the whole of cul-
tural production rather than isolated details. To understand
America’s age-old ambition to colonize the world, culturally at
this moment, we must delve deeper into American culture and
society than merely taking the surface value of wide-ranging
U.S. products, such as those of Microsoft, McDonald’s, and
Hollywood. All the above served as macro motivations for the
creation of this book.

The other, still more immediate, purpose is to develop in
students cross-cultural communicative competence. During the
past 20 years or so, the notion of communicative competence
has increasingly commanded the attention of English language
teachers in China. There is wide acknowledgement that lan-
guage and culture are dimensions of eath other, interrelated
and inseparable. Thus the study of language cannot be di-
vorced from the study of culture, and vice versa. Such agree-
ment among teachers and scholars helps to reduce the number
of “fluent fools” (Milton Bennett, The Language Teacher,
1993). A fluent fool is someone who speaks a foreign language
well but does not understand the social or philosophical content
of that language. Such people are likely to encounter all sorts
of trouble because both they themselves and others overesti-
mate their ability. Eventually, fluent fools may develop nega-
tive opinions of the native speakers whose language they un-
derstand but whose basic beliefs and values they continue to
find slippery. This book will, hopefully, assist such an effort.

Level

High intermediate to advanced students or other readers
whose English is above band 4 in English proficiency tests in
China.
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Content

The book is divided into eighteen chapters: an introduc-
tion, the constitution and the government, the amendments,
education, immigration and ethnicity, family and personal re-
lationships, domestic economy, social welfare, political parties
and interest groups, justice and the law, the print media, the
electronic media, leisure and recreation, tourism and holidays,
crime and the police, work, America and the world, and reli-
gion. The focus is on contemporary aspects.

Structure of
Each
Chapter

Each chapter is composed of three basic sections plus a list
of web sites, a reading list, supplementary reading, and a glos-
sary. Section one, exposition texts, includes essential informa-
tion about the subject matter. Section two, exploitation activi-
ties, provides various exercises to promote digestion of section
one. Section three, extension tasks, exists to broaden reader’s
horizons of the subject under discussion, usually with sophisti-
cated analysis of one or another of its important aspects.
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