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PREFACE

This volume has been compiled in response to the positive reception from both academic and
commercial sectors at home and abroad to The Illustrated Penaeoid Prawns of Taiwan published
in 1986.

After the penaeoids, the lobsters are economically the second most important decapod crusta-
ceans in Taiwan, and have a high commercial value. Although demand for lobsters has increased
markedly with the economic growth of recent years, local production of spiny lobsters is limited,
and stocks are probably being depleted. Thus, a large number of lobsters, including many exotic
species, are imported into Taiwan. On the other hand, the deep-sea lobsters trawled off the north-
eastern and south-western coasts of Taiwan have become increasingly welcome in the market and
have potential.

Correct identification of species is a basic requirement in scientific researches, commercial
trading and management of resources. This guide aims to make this work of identification easier
by providing both color illustrations and keys, which are accompanied with line drawings, for
each species and by describing its main morphological characteristics. It also provides details about
coloration, geographical distribution, size, and fisheries and includes both FAO and common
names.

The materials and data for the present work were obtained from the catches of commercial
trawlers, field collections, seafood restaurants and importers of marine products. The work
altogether covers 8 families, 20 genera, and 52 species of lobsters. Including imported exotic lobsters,
it contains all the lobsters commonly found in the Taiwanese waters and on the local market.
In addition, it also covers some species that are even endemic to Taiwan or rarely mentioned in
other literature.

It is hoped that the present volume will draw greater attention to Taiwan’s lobster resources
and help to promote their better management and protection. The fact that two highly valued
Metanephrops lobsters, which have been fished for a long time, were only recently described as
new highlights the importances and urgent needs for taxonomic studies on the rich and complex
marine fauna of Taiwan.

We should like to extended our sincere thanks to Prof. L.B. Holthuis of the Rijksmuseum
van Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden, the Netherlands, for providing us with the FAO names and many
useful comments on the problems of lobster taxonomy; Mrs. Y.E. Tsou of the Taiwan Fisheries
Research Institute, Taitung Branch, in enthusiastically collecting lobster specimens from Taitung
(eastern Taiwan) for us.

Tin-Yam Chan
Hsiang-Ping Yu
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