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ow to use
this book

This is the first book in the series ‘Dare to Open your Mouth and Speak English’, and is meant
for learners who may know ‘ABC” in English, but can only say single words or nothing at all. It has
been designed around two basic principles:

a. Modern Language Teaching theory and practice is looking to the way that children acquire
language. The word acquire — means to obtain the language naturally from the environment rather than
learn which means to study and memorise information given by the teacher — which is the normal way of
teaching language in China. The normal order of acquisition is that a child for the first year of its life
listens to the sounds around it and by one year old can say little, but can understand a lot. For the next
six months or so, the child speaks in single or pairs of words together. Sometimes these words are correct,
or even pronounced badly, but after going through this stage, at around the age of two or two and a half,
language suddenly changes to whole sentences. Once again there may be many grammatical mistakes in
their output, but by three to three and a half years old a child’s grammar is approximately 5% correct.

Compare this to the method and progress of ‘learning” a second language as an adult where learning
usually consists of the students having to memorise lots of words, study lots of grammar and start speaking
in the very first week of study. Language learning is seen as frustrating and little progress is made in oral
ability, even after many years of study.

b. Children do not ‘learn’ lots of new words about one subject and then move on to another subject.
They constantly use the words they acquire and build up on the words as they use them for normal
communication. The presentation of new vocabulary in this book is therefore cyclical in that a new subject
will be introduced with some basic words and structure. The student should spend an appropriate time
mastering this part of the lesson and then move on to another subject. Later, the same subject is presented
again, where the student can consolidate on previously studied lessons and add more complicated vocabu-
lary and structures to what has already been studied. Thus there is a constant use of all the main language

Points tlxrous}lout tl'le entire l?ook 'enal)ling tl'xe student to use t}xe structures througlwut tlle w}lole course,

rather than learn everytl:ing all at once and then not use it again.

Teacher’s Instructions

At the back of the book are detailed instructions for each activity. There are no times given for each
activity as each class of students will be different, some will acquire the structures quicl(ly and some may

take a long time to Practice.' The teacher should therefore be sensitive to the pace Vof the class, but to

¢



encourage the students to do t})e exercises as (luicldy as they can cope with. Many teachers malce tlle
mistake of sPealu'ng very slowly to new learners of a language, ratller tl'xan al]owing tlle stuclent to ‘get t]leir
ears tuned in’ to natural languase. Do not sPeak slowly or quickly, but naturaﬂy. All a child needs to
acquire any language isa ‘language rich environment’ and this can be re-created in the classroom l)y the
teacher.

Vocal)ulary List
At the back of the book is a list of words and expressions. These words have been annotated in the

unit in italic letters and are all listed a]Phal)eticaHy.

Aclmowledgement

The materials in this series of books have been inspired and adapted from numerous publications,
numerous minds and thousands of students. All the activities have been tried in many languase classes
throughout China, including Dalian Maritime University, Xian Foreign Languages College, Kunming
University of Science and Technology and finally in our own language school Harmony Training Centre
located in Kunming. I give thanks to all the students for their patience, advice and participation in
putting up with new activities, some of which totally flopped, others done under duress and others which

were enjoyal)le'ancl then became a part of this series.

Michael J. Hughes
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Formal and Informal Introductions 1EZAN3ETF XIS T48

When meeting a person for the first time, much depends upon the formality or infor-
mality of the situation. For instance the language you would use amongst your friends,
or meeting new friends would be very different from the language you use when you

are meeting business contacts for the first time.

MMIE—R REEERB AL S FRES RAFR. i, RIE
RS FRAFIRESIER R AETARMESE &4 HK.

Introducing yourself Response

Informal
Oh hello! I'm Bob.
Hi! I'm Jane.

Hello! You must be Bob, I’ m Jane.

Hello! Nice to meet you.

Formal
How do you do? My name’ s Jane. How do you do?

May I/Let me introduce myself: Jane Higgins. / Mr. Smith.| | Pleased to meet you.
Allow me to introduce myself: Jane Higgins. / Doctor Tan.

Along with a partner, look at the following situations and decide which ones are infor-

mal or formal:

SRk, WE IR R IER, WL IEEN,
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meeting a new colleague at work

meeting your new boss

meeting the leader of your company ( TR
meeting someone who wants to work for you \

Fine thank |
you. And
you?

a.
b.
c.
d.
e. meeting your sister’s boyfriend
f. meeting someone you wish to do business with
g. meeting a tourist guide

h. meeting a young child

i. meeting a new student in your class

Move around the classroom introducing yourself to each other using both the informal
and formal styles. Decide if you should shake hands at the point of introduction.

e —R, EREEXMENNOEAENEEC . KEREETBRIRHRIR
RN ZET

When you have introduced yourself then you can find out more information about
each other. Look at the following list and decide which pieces of information you may
exchange on first meeting someone. Imagine the situation is two students meeting in

the same class for the first time.

MR ACZIE, T AEAMIAE S B R S£— X5 ANEN, ERH
R FEI TR R PR By BOEIER MMM E— R LEAES .
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a. where you come from
b. your age

¢. your occupation

d. your income

e. your family
f. your boss
g. your health

i. the weather
j- the latest film or TV show
k. politics

h. your journey to the class | 1. your minority

In small groups, decide which of the topics would be accept-

able to ask foreigners and which would be appropriate for ~
foreigners to ask the Chinese? Is there a difference? How \:;TQ:
would you actually introduce these topics? Make a question E’\\

for each topic and ask each other the questions.

45 /NS TR LA P MR TE RE A SN B2 ], SNELAPT
FEIRAE S5 8 1 o R AR ] B 2 TR TR A X7 R ande]

SINIXEATR? BRAXLETERE 1 AR BRI T o

v

5. Practice AE % 5]

Along with a partner, act out the following dialogue. Follow the table from one side to

another, supplying your own words.

Pl —iE, HR4E F RN AR R TR

Person A

1. Introduce

2. Respond. Find out where he/she is

3. Respond.

4. Respond and close the

Person B

1. Reply with your name.

2. Respond. Find out the same.

3. Find out some other information.

4. Respond with an appropriate.

alo obe obe obe obe ofe ofa
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g (6.Check Wit
e [Pr. ghisgk.

=y v
In pairs. One person reads the sentences from the left. The other person gives the

right answer from the right.

BA—4, —ASADIAT, B ASHEDERNER.

1. Hello. My name’s Simon. a. Oh, I work in a bank.
2.1'm a student. What do you do? b. Hello, Peter. I’ m glad to meet you.
3. By the way, this is Peter. c. I’m fine, thanks.

4. Well it was nice meeting you. See you later. | | d. Yunnan, from Shi Lin county.
5. Hello, Jane. Nice to see you. How areyou? | |e. Yes, I” 11 look forward to it.
6. Where do you come from? f. Hello, I’ m Jane.

Read through the following situations, then tell each other what you would say in each
L of theni. Try to do it without looking at page 1.

b HESRNT, & FogRhRatt 2, FEEE I TTEHNE.

o a. You are having a dance party. James arrives. He is a

guest. How do you greet him?
b. Someone says to you “Hello. How are you?” How do

you reply?
e ¢. You are introduced to someone at a dance party. Her
name is Anne. What do you say? 4
d. You go up to someone at a dance party and introduce
yourself. What do you say?




