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Sze-ma Ts’o Counseled the
Invasion of Shu

(Stratagem of the Warring States)

Sze-ma Ts’o and Chang Yi debated in the presence
of King Hwei of Ch’in. Sze-ma Ts'o wanted to invade
Shu, but Chang Yi said, “It .is not so good as to invade
Hann.” The king asked for the reason, and Chang Yi
answered thus:

“Keep friendly relations with We1 and Ch’u, send
troops down to San Chuan, stop the Huan-yuan and Hou-
sze passes, and close the Tung Lui defile. Meanwhile
make Wei intercept the passage to Nan Yang; get Ch’u
to advance upon Nan-cheng; and let Ch’in attack Sin-cheng
and Yi-yang, and march to the o.skirts of the two Chous,
charging their rulers wtih invesion against Ch’u-Wei. The
men of Chous, realizing that they can not save themselves,
will bring forth their nine tripods and treasure-vessels.
Now with the nine tripods in your possession, and by the
guidance of maps and records, you may well command!,
through the control of the Emperor, the obedience of the
princes; and who in the world dare defy you? This is
king’s business.

“Now Shu is situated in the wild west, being the
leader of the barbarian regions. It will give no fame but
tire out the army; nor is it very profitable, though more
land may be acquired. I have heard that those who love
fame will compete for it at the court, and those whe
love profit will compete for it at the market. Now San
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Chuan and the house of Chou are the market and court
of the, world; if my king would not compete there but
compete in the barbarian regions, it would be far from
being kingly business, ”

Sze-ma Ts'o said, “It is not so. [ have heard that he
who would make his country rich must work for the
expansion of its territory, and he who wants to make his
army strong must seek to make his people rich, and a
prince who .would be king must work hard to extend his
beneficia! work. Complete with. these three, royal achie-
vement will follow as a natural result.

“Now Your Highness’ territory is’ small, and the
people are poor; and so I would have Your Highness
begin with the easier, Situated in the west remote regions,
Shu is the leader of the barbarian nations, but it is
misgoverned by rulers like Che and Chou. If Ch'in launches
an attack upon Shu, it will be like a wolf chasing a flock
of sheep. Annex its territory, and it will enlarge the
country; take its wealth, and it is enough to enrich the
people and to repair the army; and it can be conquered
with the cost of a few men. Therefore, though you take
the whott country, the world will not think it aggressive;
and though you seize all the wealth of the southwest,
the princes will not think it greedy. Thus, we shall
achieve both fame &nd substance at one stroke, besides
having the reputation of checking violence and loving
peace.

“Now as to threatening the emperor by attacking Hann:
to threaten the Emperor is a bad name, and it is not
necessarily profitable. It will also bring on an ill-reputation
of injustice. To attack, what the whole world would not
like, it is dangerous. Let me state the reason: Chou
iy the overlord of the world, and both Ch’i and Hanp
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are Chou’s allies, When Chou realizes that it will lose the
nine tripods and Hann realizes that it will lose Sanchuan,
they will work hard together to free themselves, through
Ch’i and Chao, from the pressure of Ch'u and Wei by
giving the nine tripods to Ch’u and giving land to Wei.
Your Highness will be unable to prevent this. This is
why I say it is dangerous and not so sound as the
invasion of Shu.”

King Hwei said, “ Well, I will listen to you.” Then
he raised an army to attack Shu, occupied it in ten
months, and finally annexed it. The head of Shu was
demoted to a Duke, and Chen Chuang was made his
assisting officer. After the conquest of Shu, Ch’in became
still stronger and richer, and the princes were made much
the lighter,
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Feng Huan Made Guest to
Prince Meng Ch’ang

(Stratagem of the Warring States)

There. was in Ch’i a man named Feng Huan, who
could hardly make a living. He solicited 2 man to re-
commend him to Lord Meng Ch’ang, wishing to be one
of his hangers-on. Lord Meng Ch’ang asked, “ What
does the guest like?” And the man said, “ The guest
has no particular liking.” Lord Meng Ch’ang asked,
“ What special talent has the guest?” And the man said,
“The guest has no special talent.” Lord Meng Ch’ang
accepted him with a smile, saying, “ All right.

The attendants, seeing that the master of the house
did not make! much of him, made him eat from straw
vessels. After a short while, Feng Huan stood against a
post and tapped at his sword as he sang to himself:
“Shall T go back, my long sword? I have no fish for
food.” Being told this, Lord Meng Ch’ang said, ““Feed
him as one of our guests.” After a while he again
tapped at his sword, saying, “ Shall I go back, my long
sword? I have no carriage when I go out.” The men
around him all laughed, and told Lord Meng Ch’ang about
it," who said: “Let him be provided with a carriage and be
treated as those guests who are provided with carriages.”

Then, riding in his carriage and holding his sword,
Feng Huan paid a visit to his friend and said, “Now Lord
Meng Ch’ang treats me as his guest.”

After a while, he again tapped at his sword, say ng.
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