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MAP OF THE BOOK

Relevance to

2 Units speaking test Areas covered Functions covered

1 All parts Examination format
Criteria for assessment
Topics

2 Part 1 Responding to opening remarks e Giving factual information
Answering questions about: ® Describing
® Your studies e Expressing opinicns
e Your accommodation e Expressing preferences
* Your spare time activities e Expressing attitudes
® Your home ¢ Giving reasons
® Your hobbies
e Your friends
e Your family
® Your education

3 All parts Answering guestions about: More practice of functions from Unit 2 plus
® Sports  Dealing with comprehension problems 1
¢ Festivals e Stalling for time
* Public holidays
e National costume
o Electricity generation
e Pollution

4 Part 2 Note-taking practice on: More practice of functions from Units 2 and
e TV programmes 3 plus
e A book, magazine or newspaper article . ® Expressing feelings
e Agame

5 Part 2 Answering questions about: More practice of functions from Units 2, 3
e An important day or event and 4 plus
e Animportant monument e Explaining facts
¢ Places ¢ Imagining
e People & Dealing with comprehension problems 2
* Aroom ¢ Comparing and contrasting
e A toy
¢ A family member
e A town or city

6 Part 3 Answering questions about: More practice of functions from Units
e Transport 2,3,4and 5 plus
¢ Clothing ¢ Describing situations
¢ Food ¢ Describing events in the past
® Housing ¢ Describing problems and giving causes,
e Education effects and solutions
¢ Holidays o Predicting/speculating about the
o Cities future
e Public transport ¢ Describing attitudes
e Recreational facilities
e Work
* Leisure activities
e Family structure and size
e Migration
e The status of men and women
e Work ethics
o (Care of the elderly
e Support for the unemployed
e Charities




Units

Relevance to
speaking test

Areas covered

Functions covered

Part 3

Answering questions about:

Cinema
Video

1\

The internet
Advertising
Books
Computers

More practice of functions from Units 2,
3,4,5and 6 plus
® Assessing positive and negative points :

Part 3

Responding to prompts on social issues
about:

The countryside

Teaching and learning English

Living and studying in a foreign country
Holidays, tourism and travel

Modern and traditional medicine
Cellphones

English as an international language
Westernisation

Censorship

Climate change

Genetic engineering

Scientific experiments on animals

The Arts versus the Sciences
Sponsorship of Olympic athletes
High-rise buildings

Institutions (schools, governments,
prisons, etc.)

Systems (examinations, education, etc.)
Professions (doctors, police, soldiers, etc.)
individuals (the unemployed, children, etc.)

More practice of functions from Units 2,

3,4,5and 6 plus

e Describing functions, roles, rights and
responsibilities

All parts

Practice test materials

Review of all functions




Introduction

The materials in this book are not taken from the IELTS examination. The questions and the

topics in the IELTS examination may be quite different from the questions and topics in this
textbook.

To the Student

The materials in this book will help you prepare for either the General Training or Academic
Modules of the IELTS speaking test and are suitable for self-study or for classroom learning. If
you are preparing for the IELTS test individually and without a teacher, you will need

e The cassette tape that accompanies this book
e A cassette player and recorder
e Ablank cassette tape to record your own voice

Good luck with your studies!

To the Teacher

In addition to operating as a self-study text, this book is also highly suitable for use with groups
of learners. The Teacher's Notes section provides suggestions as to how to make the activities
interactive and learner-centred, encouraging students to work collaboratively and to engage in
communicative activities. The author hopes that this text will ease your workload and welcomes
feedback on the materials.



ALL PARTS OF THE TEST

EXAMINATION FORMAT

Exercise 1. What do you know about the IELTS speaking test?

Exercise 2. Can you complete the following table of information about the IELTS speaking test?

1 (l;gnt?;he Interaction Topics Functions
Part1 ... Conversation Personal e Describing
minutes | the exeminerasks - eg. the candidate’s o
questions and the home, ° Expressing Op]nions
candidate answers .
e B
LN
e Giving reasons for opinions,
preferences and attitudes
Part2 ... Monologue Personal All the functions from Part 1 plus:
minutes | the candidate has 1 - eg.abookthatthe o
minute to prepare a candidate hasread; a e Expressing feelings
short talk. Then city the candidate e Explaining facts
likes; .
........................................ o
................................. etc.
Part3 = oo Discussion Academic All the functions from..........coo.... '
minutes | the examiner - e.g. the media, plus:
Describing situations
Describing attitudes
L OO
e Speculating on the future
O i rrereeemamessemsasmesrerestEsiaiatetanatattatiatas
e Assessing positive and negative
points
¢ Describing roles, functions,
rights and responsibilities
e Using conversational skills

UNIT1 <«

%ﬁ}g Check your ideas by listening to Tapescript 1.




Exercise 3. Answer these questions:

A. Which part of the IELTS speaking test do you think will be the most difficult for you? Why?
B. Look at the Map of the Book on page 4. Which units of this book deal with

Part 1 of the speaking test? ...
Part 2 of the Speaking teSt? ... ssesrss s sesseesens

Part 3 of the speaking teSt? ... reeesneresresese s neseeseees

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

Exercise 4. How is your English level assessed in the IELTS speaking test? Can you think of
possible criteria? We have given you one as an example:

i. your vocabulary — the range and the accuracy

Exercise 5. What are your own strengths and weaknesses? Look at the following statements
and tick the box that is correct for you about your speaking.

Yes Moderately No
Vocabulary
| use a wide range of vocabulary d Q a
| use vocabulary correctly | M| |
Grammar
| use a wide range of grammar Q Q Q
| use grammar accurately d a Q
Pronunciation
| pronounce individual words well a Q Q
| use intonation and sentence stress well a Q Q

10 < » UNIT1



Fluency

| speak fluently, without hesitating d D Q
I stall for time and use fillers and hesitation

devices well 4 Q o
Information
| organise my ideas well d d Q

This book will help you with all the above, but you should also try to improve any weaknesses
yourself. Think how you can help yourself with any of your weaknesses.

Exercise 6. \?7 Listen to the mock IELTS speaking test in Tapescript 2. As you listen, answer

(o | these questions:

A. What topics does the candidate talk about in

7Y S OO O RSP OO

P ATt 27 oo a st ettt R A A AR bR ae s ae Rt e R Rt bt et s s

Palt 32 oo e et et re et v s e e et s s s bt ar e R e s e nA e e A nAnRat et e s e e b eber s ne e et renraenrenen

B. What are the candidate’s strengths and weaknesses? Use the criteria in Exercise 5 to decide.

Exercise 7. Look at the following list of topics. Which do you think you might be asked to talk

Exercise 8.

UNIT 1

<

about in Part 1 of the IELTS speaking test, which in Part 2 and which in Part 37

sport your spare time

festivals your education

your friends the environment

food human relations

your hobbies a place you would like to visit
your job population growth

your family a person you admire

pollution a book you have read

the media your accommodation

your home town an important event in your life

Could you talk about all the topics in Exercise 77 Think about what you could
say and look up any vocabulary you might need in a dictionary.

> 11



PART 1 OF THE TEST

RESPONDING TO OPENING REMARKS

Exercise 1. Can you remember 6 different things that the examiner said to the candidate
before the interview questions and answers in Part 1 of the IELTS speaking test
(Tapescript 2, Exercise 6, Unit 1)? Write your ideas below (we have done the first
one for you):

\’}k Check your ideas by listening to the first part of Tapescript 2 again.

Exercise 2. The examiner's comments and questions are listed below.
A. What would you say in response to the same questions? Write your responses below.

Examiner Your responses

. Good MOINING. e
il. Please take @ Seat. i
Hi. 'Myour eXamiNer. e s
iv. Please tell me your full Name. s
V. Where are you from? s

vi. All right. Could yOU GIVE ME YOUT ettt
identification, please?

12 4 » UNIT 2



" Listerj to the first part of Tapescript 2 again. Did you give the same responses as the
)| candidate on the tape? If not, were your responses as good as the ones on the tape?
Notice that your answers to these questions should be short.

C. Practise giving your responses to the questions. Do it from memory (cover your written
responses so you cannot read them).

TOPICS

Exercise 3. What are the topics that you may be asked about in Part 1 of the test?
Check your ideas by looking at Exercises 2 and 7, Unit 1.
This Unit will focus on Part 1 topics and the language you need.

GIVING FACTUAL INFORMATION, DESCRIBING

Your studies, accommodation and spare time

Exercise 4. Look at the following expressions.

A. Put the expressions in the correct columns of the table below (under the Part 1 topics ‘Studies’,
‘Accommodation’ and ‘Spare time’).

Expressions:

| generally watch TV in the evenings it depends on the weather

| live on my own I'm good/bad at Maths

| don't have much free time during the week I'm flatting with friends

I'm following a tourism course | share a flat with a couple of friends
| do a lot of homework at the weekend | find Accounting easy/difficult

I'm studying in the Commerce Department | relax with a book

we have most of our meals together/separately | chat to my friends on the phone

I go to a judo class twice a week | live in a homestay

I'm studying at an English language school she's a solo parent

UNIT2 « » 13



