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Pre-reading Activities

8 First Listening
- Please listen to ashort passage carefully and prepare to answer some questions.

Second Listening

Listen to the tape again. Then answer the following questions with your own ex-
periences.
1. Why initially did some villagers not trust “Lord Williams”?

2. At a later date why did many villagers suspect he was not the person he claimed to be?
3. Why do the villagers still drink to their “Lord”?

The Expensive F antasy of

Lord Williams

1 Tomintoul, Scetland — On Saturday night at The Grouse’s Nest, they’re still willing to
raise a glass or two to “Lord Williams” , though now his title prompts laughter. And now they
just call him “Tony”.

2 There are those in this beautiful village in the mountains of Scotland (population, 320)
who say they were never quite sure about Anthony Williams, the soft-spoken, wealthy noble €3
who arrived in 1986. with his well-dressed wife.

3 And there are others who say their suspicions were aroused over time, as the 55-year-
old Mr. Williams, who appeared on weekends turned out in fine suits, bought up property
after property, providing such a large injection of cash into the village that he single-handedly
brought the community back to life. a

4 But no one could have possibly guessed the truth — that the man with endless money and
a friendly manner was not a lord at all but a government employee living out a fantasy that
he was a Scottish noble and paying for it by stealing funds from Scotland Yard.

TR ABRCHHBUOE QB ARG AR, 0 wealthy; RS RIAN KA1, 4 auction; & GRkiAYY
ARJFIAL, #n infection ; ¥ (.38 4k 1711 % ENIRIC, 4 radon .




About two weeks ago, a regretful Mr. Williams,
who had worked for the London police since 1959 and 4B
had risen to a £ 65,000 a year position as deputy
director of finance, was brought into court and sen-
tenced to seven and a half years in prison.

Estimates are that he poured nearly £ 5 million of
the stolen money into the village and gave jobs to 43 €
people. And now that he has fallen upon dark days at

least some villagers are sticking by him.

7 “I found him a very charming man, very friendly, considerate — not at all proud,” said
Georgie McAllister, 70, the manager of the local museum whose family has been farming
the surrounding hills for generations. “It’s hard to understand how a clever person like him €3
could mislead people like that. It’s sad. Of course, it did benefit the village. A lot of the
properties were beautifully restored.”

8 A few doors down the square, barber Donald Corr sat inside his shop and described how
suspicions began to grow. “Everyone wondered where the money was coming from. Why
was he spending it in a little place in the mountains? Christ, he wouldn’t have gotten it back €
in 100 years.”

9 According to the court, Mr. Williams stole more than £ 8 million over eight years. Most
of it came from a secret fund that had been placed under his sole authority and that was
supposed to be used to pay spies and conduct secret activities against the Irish Republican
Army. a|a

10 Instead, it went to create one more British lord.

" Mr. Williams bought an estate with a fine brick house in England. He bought a beautiful
home with white walls and a pool in Spain. He bought noble titles at auctions, spending

£ 95,000 to become the Lord of Chirnside, and then adding on 10 more Scottish titles.

- 12 But most of all, he sunk his dishonest gains into this village that captured his heart with €@
its fine stone cottages, its central area of green grass, green rows of hedges, and its fantastic
view of rolling fields and pine forests disappearing into the distance like the men of an ancient
army marching over the horizon.

13 He bought multiple cottages and fixed them up. He purchased the pub and made it into
a fine place to have a glass of Glenlivet Scotch whiskey, produced only 10 miles (16 €8
kilometers) to the north. And most of all, he bought the run-down Gordon Arms Hotel and
totally restored it, transforming it from a mess into a glerious first-class hotel with 30
handsomely furnished rooms, wood-paneled stairs, false bookshelves with fake leather
books and an outstanding restaurant.

14 “Iwould offer him three choices of glasses for the restaurant: an average one, a poor one, €3




“Mr

and fine crystal. Always, he chose the crystal. Nothing but the best, ” said David Abdy, who

was chosen by Mr. Williams to manage the construction work and run the businesses.

15 Mr. Williams deceived everyone, including Mr. Abdy and including even his own wife,
telling them that he inherited the money from a rich uncle. He was caught because his bank
deposits were so large that they were noticed by the bank’s management. The bank notified 3
the police, who discovered, to their terribie embarrassment, that the criminal was one of their

own.

16 The London police commissioner publicly apologized for poorly supervising his

department. Under a hastily made arrangement, the police will sell the properties, but at a
substantial financial loss. Mr. Abdy, a 27-year-old businessman, acquired the bulk of the @
properties for about half a million pounds, obtaining bank loans and striking deals with
various people to pay only a part of what they are owed by Mr. Williams.

17 Inthe only interview he has given since his arrest a year ago, Mr. Williams discussed
his motives for the crime with a London newspaper: “I discovered this bloody huge amount
of money. I went from the need to pay off a few debts to what can only be described as greed. €3

There is no way to justify it.”
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fantasy /'feentasy/ n.

wealthy /'welf1/ a.
suspicion /sa'spifon/ n.

arouse /a'rauz/ vt.

injection /in'dzekfaon/ n.

- deputy /'depjuty/ n.

court /koit/ n.

Words: 840

[C, U] a pleasant situation that one enjoys thinking about, but which is
unlikely to happen £)#, #{&
having a great deal of money; rich B #1119

1. [C] a belief or feeling that sth. is wrong or that sb. has done wrong J§&E,

PrRiE

2. [U, C] (a) belief that a crime is committed or that sb. is guilty of sth. ¥
Bk, HREE

1. cause (sth.) to happen 5|42, Wik, Hok

2. wake (sb.) from sleep WLfiE

1. [C] (figurative) introducing (new thoughts, feelings, money, etc.) into sb.
fsth. #¥A, TEA

2, [U] forcing (a drug or other liquid) into sb. / sth. 8§

1. [C] a person whose rank is just below that of the leader of an organization
&R, 8T

2. [C] a person who is given the power to act instead of another person f{
A

1. [U, C] a place where law cases are held #hfe, h:EE

e IR LMRITHC, FIERARS NRICMN “A” ARFIEICM “o7; LTI ‘0”; SR hRs

i



considerate /kan'sidarit/ a.

mislead /mus'li:d/ vt.

restore /ri'stoxr)/ vi.

batber /ba:ba(r)/ n.
Christ /kraist/ int.
n.

republican /ri'pablikan/ a.

estate /i'steit/ n.

brick /brik/ n.
va
A auction /'akfan/ n.

Vi,

hedge /hed3/ n.

fantastic /feen'testik/ a.

horizon /ha'raizan/ n.

multiple /maltipl/ a.
n.

mess /mes/ n.

glorious /'glamas/ a.

2. [C] a place marked out for tennis or other ball games Eki%

careful not to hurt others; thoughtful {kisif, ALY

1. cause sb. to have a wrong idea or impression about sb. / sth. £+ 1§
ROV RIS, (EiRR

2. lead or guide in the wrong direction 455 |68 7 [l

3. cause to be or do wrong $f1-- #FHR, (IR A B&

1. rebuild or repair sth. so that it is like the original Wi, &4

2. bring sb. / sth. back to a former position or condition {4, =4

[C] a person whose job is cutting men’s hair # % i

(expressing anger, surprise, etc.) (FR . POEI. HF%)

[U] the founder of the Christian religion #8858 A)

of or like a republic; supporting the principles of a republic JLHIE 1Y, 3&

ki, IR ;

[C] a person favoring republican govemment #{§ 1L FncfA i A

1. [C] a large area of land in the country which is owned by a family or an

-organization and is often farmed 1 [&; K FA4 b

2.[U, C] all the money and property that a person owns, esp. which is left at
death Wti™=(E4Ri%™)

[C] a block of hard material used for building walls and houses fi%

fill in or block with bricks JAfE#), FREEE(E

[C, U] a usually public sale of goods or property, where people make higher

and higher offers of money for each item, until it is sold to the person who

will pay the highest price ffi32; #1355

sell sth, by auction #fj32

1..[C] bushes planted together and forming a boundary for a field, garden, efc.

(-4 el o ) o gk a

2. [C] a means of protection, control or limitation fRPFR, BHHHM

1. very good; excellent R 4FH, Hilitai

2. (of ideas, plans, etc.) too unrelated to reality to be practical or reasonable;
absurd SARKIFMY, AHIEERAY

3. odd, strange, or wild in shape, meaning, etc. #F 519, &MY

1. [U} the furthest thing which one can see and the place at which the sky and

- the earth seem 1o join i &k

2. (pl.) the limit of a person’s knowledge, experience, interest, etc. —/4~ A
Wi, 2%, PLEAPRREREE: R WiR

having many individuals, items or types £ W, L0, £M

[C] a quantity which contains another quantity an exact number of times %

4 , y

1. [C] (usw. sing.) a dirty state 58, ZL, WAL

2. [U, C] astate full of difficulties and problems FRNE, Fitiilf by

1. beautiful; splendid; magnificent JERRIY. REAEIN, Al

2. deserving praise and honor EXEfY, oM

Dushe

(



