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I. Different Names for Britain and Its Parts
1. Geographical names: the British Isles, Great Britain and Eng-.

land.
2. Official name: the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland.
3. The British Isles are made up of two large islands: Great Britain
and Ireland, and hundreds of small ones.
4. Political divisions: on the island of Great Britain—England,
Scotland and Wales, on the island of Ireland—Northern Ireland

and the Republic of Ireland.

5. About 100 years ago, as a result of its imperialist expansion,
Britain ruled an empire that had 1/4 of the world’s people and
1/4 of the world’s land area. However the two world wars great-
ly weakened Britain. The British Empire gradually disappeared
and was replaced by the British Commonwealth or the Common-
wealth of Nations in 1931.

6. The Commonwealth of Nations; Established in 1931, it is a free
association of independent countries that were once colonies of
Britain. Member nations are joined economically and have
trading arrangements. There are more than 50 member countries

within the Commonwealth.




[ Notes)
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland . X A58 &1t &

RERAEE, MEEEXERF.

British Isles. AFIBHS

Great Britain: X A518(5) .

Ireland: Z/R2(8),

England: 3% 2 EARSIE SR, A REERREKE

Scotland: F#g 2, AL FREILE,

Wales : -g/k -+, i FHEAE 2 AT,

Northem Ireland: Jt &R, FERZHILRK.

Republic of Ireland. &R LFHE,

imperialist expansion: 3 E 3 X b 7.

British Empire. k37 E,#5 A 17 422 20 i 40 b 26 B ¥ il K i R 69

R AP EIE R,

British Commonwealth: Z;{E (British) Commonwealth of Nations, 32 BEFE , i

ST 1931 R, iy BEC 057 B9 SR K 3 [ A R R AL, BR AR 2l L N €
KBRAHLE FFLER IR AE.

Il. Geographical Features

1.

Britain is an island country. It lies in the north Atlantic Ocean off
the north coast of Europe. It is separated from the rest of Europe
by the English Channel in the south and the North Sea in the
east.

The English Channel; The channel that separates Britain from the
rest of Europe. The part between England and France is quite
narrow and narrowest part is called the Straits of Dover, only 33
km across. A channel tunnel called “Chunnel” was built in 1994
under the Straits of Dover so that England and France could be
joined together by road.

Britain covers an area of 244,100 square km.




4. It runs 1,000 km from north to south and extends at the widest
part, about 500 km. So no part of Britain is very far from the
coast which is long and has good, deep harbors. Sea routes ex-
tend far inland and transportation is cheap. All this provides a
valuable resource.

5. The north and west of Britain are mainly highlands. The east and
southeast are mostly lowlands. There is much good farmland es-
pecially in the south.

[ Notes]

English Channel. e fjigek , ZXE SBEZIMA,

North Sea: At ,fi FEE S,

Straits of Dover: ik, AIZH ABHR R A,

Chunnel: Hy channel 1 tunnel BGIRIZ AT M, &0 “ KBS

A. England

1. Englahd occupies the largest, southern part of Britain with Wales
to its west and Scotland to its north. Its area takes up nearly 60%
of the whole island.

2. The Pennines, a range of hills running from North Midlands to
the Scottish border, are the principal mountain chain.

3. The highest peak of England, Scafell (978 m), is in the Lake
District in northwest England.

[ Notes)

Pennines : & ff Pennine Chain,ﬁ?ﬂlﬂkﬁi?ﬁ*ﬁéib%&ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁéﬁﬁ%

% ( the backbone of England)

Scafell: ZifE Scafell Pike, 771 3884 , 5 978 K , A4k LB,

Lake District: 4% > L BRABIAX

B. Scotland

1. Scotland is in the north of Great Britain with many mountains,
lakes and islands.

2. There are three natural zones: the Highlands in the north, the




central Lowlands, and the southern Uplands.

3. Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in Britain (1,343 m) is located
in the Highlands.

4. The Lowlands in the center is the most important area in Scotland
which contains most of the industry and population.

5. Scotland has about 800 islands and hundreds of lakes.

6. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland.

[ Notes]

natural zones: EARMH

Ben Nevis: BB, A FIRME 27888, 8 1, 343 K, hEE R R,

Edinburgh: &7 1&, & 2 EHN.

C. Wales

1. Wales is in the west of Great Britain.

2. Most of Wales is mountainous and Snowdonia (1,085 m) in the
northwest is the highest mountain in Wales.

3. The capital of Wales is Cardiff.

[ Notes)

Snowdonia: Mg ZE W L, 5 1,085 X, WE/R BRI,

- Cardiff: fif% , SR 8 H.

D. Northern Ireland

1. Northern Ireland takes up the northern fifth of Ireland.

2. Belfast is the capital of Northem Ireland.

[ Notes]

Belfast: DURHHE:, LBREBHN.

I1l. Rivers and Lakes

1. Rivers in Britain do not freeze in winter.

2. The great ports of London, Liverpool and Glasgow are all con-
nected to the sea by rivers.

3. On the east coast, the Tweed, the Tyne, the Tees, and the




