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The Problem of Vagrants of England in Sixteenth

and Early Seventeenth Century A

Abstract: This book , directed by historical materialism, made a

study deeply and meticulously on the reasons of the vagrants problem , the

living condition of the vagrants and the policy of the government in Tudor
and early Stuart England.

As it was an important period from feudalism to capitalism in 16th

and early 17th centuries, poverty and vagrancy problem for the first time
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became one of the most serious problems in England, The number of the
vagrants was increasing. The main reason was the reformation of economy
and society. Vagrants are the by — products of the changing of the proper-
ty of the fields, the enclosures, the increasing population and the ’ price
revolution’ were the main factors. The other factors of the politics, the
society and the nature were impetus to it . As the increasing vagrants en-
dangered the stability of the society , the government made the ’ Blood
Law’ and the ’Poor Law’ in order to get rid of the vagrants, finally es-
tablished the foundation of the welfare society . The study on this problem
try to deepen the understanding of the society and reformation, find out a

common rule for the other countries which are reforming.
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