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Along with the reform and opening — up of the country, China’s ac-
cession to WTO, APEC conference convened in China, and the Olympic
Games to be held in China in 2008, international communications are en-
larged day after day. People in the institutes of higher leaming and all
other fieids of life have more and more opportunities to go to international
conferences. in universities in particular, organizing and attending an in-
ternational academic conference becomes an important approach for us to
walk forward to the outer world, learn from advanced science and tech-
nology, and raise the academic position of the university.

We all have such an impression that while university students are
making better and better scores in TOEFL and other English proficiency
tests such as CET-4 and CET-6, they can hardly start to talk with a native
speaker of English. Many of the professional teachers. in spite of a good
command of the grammar of a foreign language, are not familiar with oral
language because of less practice or fewer opportunities in speaking.
Therefore, when they take part in an international conference, they have
to keep silent. They do not know how to speak the foreign tanguage al-
though they have lots of ideas in the mind.

Infact, there are many fixed idiomatic English patterns in organizing
and participating an international conference.

As a host of an interational conference, how do you preside over



the meeting? As a participant in an intemational conference, how do you
join in the seminar? As a speaker at an international conference, how do
you feel at home? As an organizer of an interational conference, how do
you hold the meeting? This book collects categorically and lists bilingualy
all the materials related fo the conferences at home and broad and com-
mon expressions employed in organizing and taking part in the internation-
al conference, such as those for a welcome, for a host, for a participant,
for a speaker, and for an organizer.

Heartfelt thanks are given to Ms Min Jie of Yangzhou Educational
Group for compiling part of the manuscripts of the book, and to Doctorate
candidates of geotechnical engineering Feng Tugeng and Luo Weij in for a
great deal of work for the publication of the book.

Readers are sincerely requested to comment on any mistakes of the
book due to the lack of knowledge and experience on the part of the au-
thors.

Liu Hanlong
You Zhen
JULY, 2002
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Chinese scholar LIU Yan is a professor of Geotechnical In-
stitute of Hohai University, Nanjing. He is going to attend the
2™ International Symposium on Flood Control and Dike Con-
struction in Delft University of Technology, Amsterdam, the
Netherlands. He will read in English his academic research pa-
per entitled Numeric models and optimum design of dikes a-
long the Yellow River and, on invitation, preside over a session
of seminar with regard to the Outlook for Water Resources En-
gineering Education in Europe. Dr. Bill O Neill, Prof. Liu’s
Dutch associate, is a professor of Delft University of Technolo-
gy, dean of Faculty of Civil and Environmental Engineering,
and Dutch chairperson of the symposium. Prof. Liu has a few
other Dutch fiends, such as Prof. Michael Crawford, chair of
the Department of Geotechnical Engineering and supervisor of
this symposium; Mrs. Laura Segura, Dutch coordinator of the
symposium and Ms Marta Garcia, secretary of the symposium.

This book is generally outlined in the above background,
trying to provide references for the reader.
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