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INTRO

Hello! My name is Miguel McKelvey. My partner John Hayden
and I would like to personally welcome you to Real World English .
We created this book because we want to help you leam REAL Eng-
lish. We want to help you understand American slang. We want you
to be able to watch American movies and listen to American music.
We want you to be able to speak like a real American!

When you’re reading Real World English you don’t have to won-
der if you’ll be able to use the material. Our lessons are made up of
actual examples of English being used in America today in music,
movies and authentic conversation.

We all leamed how to speak our own languages naturally, before
school. How? By listening to real examples of our language being used by
other people. But, when we want to leam a second language, we are
forced to go to school to do it. And, we all know what happens there.
We spend years in a classroom memorizing gnammar rules for tests. Does
this help us? Yes, and it’s important to the educational process. But do
we leam how to speak naturally? No! Our goal is to help make your
speech and writing skills more natural .

We know that you’re tired of textbooks, boring classrooms and
grammar lessons. We know that you want something differgnt. We
know that you’re ready for Real World English!
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The two of us have traveled around the world, and we used Eng-
lish to communicate — everywhere we went. Hopefully you’ll be able to
do the same thing someday. We feel lucky to be Americans, because
our language is used everywhere. English is the most powerful and
pervasive language on the planet. If we can help you learn English,
we can help you expand your horizons. We can help you meet new

people. We can help you experience the world. . .
Good luck. Work hard. Have fun.

——John Hayden and Miguel McKelvey
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About Real World English Series I
Together with Me : Speak Real American English

Thank you for choosing Real World English . We worked very hard
to bring you the best English language education books in the world.

Our series is unique, so in order to answer any questions you
might have about this series, we have provided information about our
target audience, the special characteristics of the books and the books’

authors.
I. Who is the Target Audience of This Series?

The first 4 books of Real World English series were written for
Chinese adults and students who want to leam American English.

Our target audience includes all people who have studied English
for many years but are still unable to communicate naturally with native
English speakers. People who have leamed classroom English for many
years may get high marks in standard examinations, but few of them are
able to speak real English and feel comfortable in English-speaking
cultures. We intend to help people who have some English foundation
and hope to improve their English abilities. Moreover, we want to help
students of English understand American culture.

This series may serve as a textbook for adult English training in a
variety of training centers and professional schools. It is also fun
extracurricular or supplementary reading for students in higher schools
and universities.
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II. What are the Special Characteristics of This Series?

The Real World English series is unique, alive, authentic and
practical .

1. Unique Content - to help students understand real American
English and contemporary American culture. ’

The series focuses on the daily life of young Americans. It
includes many of the important elements of American culture that will
help you understand not only the language, but also its cultural
context.

Each book is made up of 7 sections:

1) A native English speaker talks about Music

2) Native English speakers talk about Daily Life

3) A native English speaker talks about Movies

4) A native English speaker talks about Common Sense for living
in the U.S.

5) Coffee shop conversations for authentic American interaction

6) Some questions and answers about the lessons and translations

7) Vocabulary index

Every book includes 34 dialogues, each with an introduction,
topics of discussion, a sound file (on the CD) and the Chinese transla-
tions.

Each section is broken down into subjects within the series:

Music Subjects:

Book 1: The author’s favorite music

Book 2: Some of the most famous bands and music genres in
America today
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Book 3: Some of the most famous musicians in the world

Book 4: Contemporary American music culture

Daily Life Subjects:

Book 1: Current affairs, work, study and science

Book 2: Festivals, birthdays, love and marriage

Book 3: Sports, health and traveling

Book 4: Living and entertainment

Movie Subjects:

Book 1: Movie reviews, science fiction, fairy-tale movies and
movies about war

Book 2: Action, detective and horror movies

Book 3: Dramatic movies and love stories

Book 4: Movies about real life

Common Sense Subjects:

Book 1: General knowledge that you need when you visit a
friend, get a car, and ask for directions in America

Book 2: How to order food

Book 3: Real examples on finding an apartment, making a date
and leaving voice messages

Book 4: Real examples for job interviews and other related things

Question and Answer Section:

This section contains messages exchanged between the translator
and the original writers {between the students and the teachers). These
messages should help you understand the background of the series, as
well as many things about the language and culture that you cannot find
in a dictionary or classroom textbook .

Two important notes about the unique content in this series:
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