When a man goes to school,he cannot be certain
that he will become an (>fﬁc1al But whether he
becomes an official or not,he should make up

his mind to study.If one fails in the examinations,

the knowledge gained still remains his own and

it should not be regarded as a losing investment.

I,for instance,have become successful and am
reputed to have a good knowledge of books.But
when I ask myself.I cannot say how many books
I have rcallv absorbed into my heart. All we do
usually’is to borrow from one book and adapt
from others. Thus gaining a reputation by cheating.
The scholars owe a debt to the books,while the
books owe nothing to them.
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Family Letters of a Chinese Poet

1.To Brother Mo, From Taokuang Temple,
Hangchow, Written In 1732

There is no one in the world who is not a
descendant of the Yellow Emperor, and Yao and
Shun. But today some have unfortunately become
slaves, slave girls, concubines, drudge and lowly la-
borers, living in poverty and distress and unable to
help themselves; it would be wrong to assume that
their ancestors were slaves, slave girls, concubines,
drudge and lowly laborers in generations ago. Once
they make up their minds and are willing to work
hard, some of them become rich and honored in their
own life time, and others become so in the next
generation. ls there such a thing as blood among

kings, dukes, premiers and generals ? 'Some scions of

1. Current proverb: “There is no blood in premiers and generals. ”
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former noble or well — known families taunt others on
their birth and brag about their previous generations,
saying, ~ Who is he, and yet he is high up ? I am
such and such a person, and yet I am down and
out. There is no justice in heaven or in the affairs
of man. " Alas! they do not know that this is exactly
the justice of heaven and of human affairs. Heaven
rewards the good and punishes the licentious; it is in
accordance with reason that he is good and therefore
rewarded, and you are licentious and therefore
poor. What is wrong with that? For the way of
Heaven goes in a cycle. His anceslors were poor,
and now it is his turn to be rich and honored; your
ancestors were rich and honored, and now it is your
turn 1o be poor. Again, what is wrong about that? This
is the way of heaven and also of human affairs.
After 1, your foolish brother, became a govern-
ment graduate ( hsiuts” ai ), whenever I found in the old
trunks at our home some deed of a slave sold into our
family in the former generation, I at once burned it

over the oil lamp. I did not even return it to the person
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concerned, for I felt if 1 did, it would be an obvi-
ous act and increase the man's embarrassment. Since I
began to employ people, I have never required con-
tracts. If we can get along with the servant, we keep
him; and if not, we send him away. Why keep such
a piece of paper to provide a pretext for our next
generations to use it as a claim or a means of ex-
tortion? To act with such a heart is to have consid-
eration for others, which is to have consideration for
ourselves. If one tries always to obtain a legal hold,
traps others into the meshes of legality, not allowing
them to get out again, one will only become poor
more quickly and disaster will follow immediate-
ly. The posterity of such people will soon be in-
volved in scandals and meet with unexpected disas-
ters. You just look at the people of the world who
are shrewd at calculations; do they ever succeed in
overcoming others by their shrewd calculations? They
are only calculating toward their own ruin. What a

pity! Remember this, my younger brother.
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