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For everyone who uses this text:

This text is designed for students of the language ranging from those who have completed half
of the elementary level of Japanese (about 150 hours) to those who have completed the

elementary stage and are ready to advance to the intermediate level.

[Objectives]
This text has the following three main objectives:

1. We have organized elementary level grammatical items and forms of expression
(patterns) by function to enable students to master those basic forms of expression.

2. In order to prevent studen:s from stumbling over the latter half of their study of grammar,
we have put special emphasis: on grammatical items and patterns that would be encountered
midway to the latter half of the elementary level of Japanese language study. We have
omitted the simplest patterns and basic methods of conjugating verbs and adjectives, etc.
Please review these areas on your own.

3. We have intentionally included fairly advanced usage of some basic items and elementary
to intermediate level grammatical items (these usage and items are marked with an asterisk)
that are not normally treated in general intermediate textbooks. This is to ensure your

smooth transition to the intermediate level.



[Structure and Use of this Text]

1. The text is comprised of twenty main chapters and five chapters on Important Grammatical
Points. The main chapters are divided into twenty chapters categorized by the functions of
meaning and grammatical items. In the chapters on Important Grammatical Points, we have
included grammatical items and patterns that have many meanings or usages.

2. At the beginning of each lesson there is a “challenge page.” The parts marked @ are to
check how well you know the various patterns. Choose the best word and write it on the
line. You can only use a word once. Next move on to the @ . This section allows you to
find out whether or not you know proper usage or if you are using patterns incorrectly.
Mark the appropriate sentence with a circle.

3. There is a list at the beginning of each text that shows what items will be studied in that
lesson. Items that have asterisks above the item number are at an advanced level, as
explained in “Objectives 3.” above. People who do not have much time or think they do not
need to study the items now should leave these points for later. Further, we have provided

short examples for items that have the same form but a variety of meanings.

Symbols for ltems and How to Decigher Grammatical Nomenclature Examples
N noun WAZIEAPALD
V3 dictionary farm of verb fi<2bhTy
V&L negative form of verb Rawvcd{fZaw )
V1 “7:” form of verb A rzramn T
vV (£7) “% ’i‘”fur;\ of verb ! mf]s‘ 5 o
VT “C” form of verd | hbo T
V& volitional form of verb ”ﬁ} 5y rE
V (&) ¥%7 | causative verb wEvIT
V (5) h¥? passive verh ﬂfﬂi’ﬁi'f
1A 1 -adjective % LIRS
+A +-adjective ;’é‘)%.&: Ly ET

various parts of speech and plain forms
that append to sentence patterns

~

~7# 5 (reason) /~% 9 T4 (hearsay) ,etc.

quotations, stc. bk (E0ET) et
D Group I -verbs (-u verbs) e T3 , etc.
BEI Group I -ve -bs (-ru verbs) & 5, ;:é L AN ete.
#BHEI Groupll -ve-bs (irregular verbs) T5 %5 N
T 5884 “¥ % verb EHv2 BET 5, e
TEMEON nomi;;i Vo-f“‘;‘f %" verbs B, gﬁi, z w; N[; ete. ) B
‘:’ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ polite form TEET T3 FHA FTEF LA (TATHATLY ete.

R Lplain form Shu, st hw, Shtot 3t o7l ete




4. When you study the items, read the examples after you have grasped fairly well the
meaning indicated in brackets. In the @E section below the examples, the
grammatical nature of the items, sections difficuit to understand or that need particular
attention are explained. Examples and (*4 P4 B numbers marked with asterisks have the
same meaning as the aster.sk explained in 3 . above.

5. Examples marked with a (2 indicate that abbreviated forms are included or that the
examples are especially colloquial.

6. When a @ is included within the English or Chinese translations, please refer to the ¢ with
the sarme number in the Japanese.

7. At the GO0 mark, we have indicated what form of the word preceding the pattern should
be used as a connective. This is true only for forms studied at the elementary level.

8. There are eight “columns” at appropriate locations within the text. The columns are filled
with important information common to various sentence patterns. The information
contained therein is indispensable for correct understanding of grammar and sentence
patterns and for knowing appropriate usage. When you see a reference to a column at an
example or at a , make sure to refer to it.

9. There are drills at the end of each chapter. Flease check off the points you have studied
and understood. There ar= answer examples at the back of this volume.

10. In the Important Grammatical Points section, we have organized and explained important
elementary level grammat:cal items and sentence patterns.

11. When you want to know in which chapter to find the item you wish, please check the
index, which is arranged in the order of the Japanese syllabary. We have included short
examples for items with complex usage and ones that are difficult to understand only by
referring to the grammatical items.

12. The various symbols and marks are listed at the back of the cover. Please make good use

of them.
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