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Beijing Municipality

1 Summer Palace

The world-known Summer Palace,with an area of 3. 4
i{ilometers,is situated in the .northwestern suburbs of Bei-
jing. Long-standing,it began to serve as a temporary palace
as far back as the reign (1150-—1161)of Wanyanliang, a
ruler of the Jin regime. Guo Shoujing (1231—1316) ,an offi-
cial in the Yuan Dynasty,built more palatial buildings,tem-
ples and flower gardens around Kunming Lake (then Xihu
Lake) in the palace compound,and at the same time diverted
water into the lake from Yuquan Hill and Changping Coun-
ty, both in the suburbs of Beijing. In the Ming Dynasty
(1368-—1644) the compound was established as an imperial
garden, known as Haoshan. The Qing Dynasty Emperor
Qian Long (the reign from 1736 to 1795), valuing it even
more, had the garden,and the lake as well,expanded on a
large scale and changed its name to Qingyi (Clear Ripples).
In 1888, Empress Dowager Ci Xi,not caring about national ‘
safety, had the garden reconstructed on the funds of some
five million tales of silver earmarked to build the imperial
naval force,and named it Summer Palace. It was ravaged by
the allied forces of eight foreign powers in 1900, but com-
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pletely restored in 1903.

The Summer Palace comprises the areas of administra-
tion, residence and landscape. The administration area has,
as its center,Hall of Benevolence and Longevity which looks
stately and graceful; the residence area has,as its center,
Hall of Happiness and Longevity where Ci Xi lived and Hall
of Jade Billows where Emperor Guang Xu (the reign from
1875 to 1908) lived, both cosy and luxury; the landscape
area, the most charming part of the garden, contains
Longevity Hill,Kunming Lake,Back Hill and Back Lake.

When Kunming Lake was under expansion, Emperor
Qian Long had a bronze statue of cow and a stone tablet
bearing a ploughing-weaving picture erected on the shore of
the lake,one on the east side and the other on the west side.
The emperor erected them in an attempt to embody the pip-
ing times of peace he thought to be. This work of Qian Long
was an imitation of the work of the Han Dynasty Emperor
Wu Di (the reign from 140 to 88 B. C. ), who had had the
statues of Cowherd and Weaving Maid placed on the edge of
Kunming Pond (dried up later in the Song Dynasty.) in
Changan County ,Shaanxi Province,in an effort to self-praise
his civil and military achievements. Common people ,howev-
er,tend to associate the bronze statue and the tablet around .
Kunming Lake with“Cowherd~and Weaving Maid”,a popu-
lar fairy tale in China.

" Once upon a time, as the tale runs, there was a poor
o d



young man popularly known as Cowherd, who was honest
and diligent . He and his father owned nothing more than a
farm cow and a dilapidated thatched cottage. Cowherd could
not even afford a coffin for his father when the latter died.
He, therefore,sold himself to raise money for the burial of
his father. His misery and filial piety touched Weaving Maid-
en,a fairy maid in charge of weaving clouds in Heaven. ‘She
often looked down at Cowherd and gradually fell in love
with him. Later,she stealthily descended to earth,not caring
about Queen Mother’s prohibition. She helped him have his
father buried and married him. Therefore Cowherd plowed
in the fields while Weaving Maid weaved at home, Leading a
life of affection,they soon had a child.

Due to her absence ,clouds were getting_thinner and
thinner. Having found out the reason for the changes of
clouds ,Queen Mother flew into a rage and ordered heavenly
troops to seize Weaving Maid back to the celestial palace.
Not resigning himself to the loss of his tender wife ,Cowherd
ran after her up to the celestial palace,riding on his cow and
holding their child,in an effort to argue Queen Mother into
releasing his wife. Unable to give any reasonable explana-
tion, Queen Mother tyrannically pulled out a gold hairpin
and waved it between Cowherd and Weaving Maid. There in-
stantly appeared a silvery river (the Milky Way), which
kept the couple apart. Longing to meet his wife, Cowherd
kept standing there looking across at her. Sympathetic with ‘
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the couple, magpies in Heaven formed a bridge, with their
bodies, over the river- on the " night of the
7th day of the 7th month every lunar year , so that the
couple could meet on the bridge to slake their lovesickness.

Later,people had a ploughing-weaving picture engraved
on the tablet to express their wish that the couple could per-

manently live together on earth.



