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Chapter 1

IN the year 1866 a very strange event occurred. Sail-
ors all over the world were interested, as were mer-
chants, ship owners and ship captains. The govern-
ments of Europe and America were particularly inter-
ested.

The reason was as follows: for some time many
ships had encountered ‘an enormous thing’. It was
long, ovall, in shape and very much larger and faster
than a whale2. It was, in fact, unbelievably fast and
was larger than anything science knew of. It was quite
impossible to regard it just as an amusing story told by
sailors.

On July 20, 1866, the steamer ‘ Governor Hig-
ginson’ , had encountered this moving object five mi-
les to the east of Australia. Captain Baker at first be-
lieved he had met with an unknown rock, when two
columns of water rose 150ft into the air.

1 oval. HREFE 2 whale: &
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A similar event was observed on July 23 in the
same year, in the Pacific Ocean, by the ship, the
*Christopher Columbus!’. On this occasion this
extraordinary2 creature must have moved from place to
place with great speed, since the Governor Higginson
and the Christopher Columbus had observed it at two
places that were more than 2,000 miles apart. Fifteen
days later, the ‘Helvetia’ , and the ‘ Shannon’ , sail-
ing between Europe and America, noticed the
monster3. These two ships estimated the length of the
creature at 350ft. Now the very largest whales have
never been more than 180ft long.

These reports came one after another, and more
followed. In a country that had some sense of hu-
mour, the subject would have been treated as a joke.
But in serious and practical nations such as England,
America and Germany, people were very much puz-
zled. In the large towns this monster became very
fashionable. They sung about it in the cafes, were
rude about it in the newspapers and joked about it in
the theatres. There were long discussions in scientific
societies and publications.

During the first months of the year 1867 the
question remained unsolved. Then suddenly some new
facts were discovered and the monster became not a
problem to be solved but an actual danger to be avoi-
ded. For during the night of March 5, 1867, the
‘ Moravian’ struck a rock no sailor knew about. If the

1 Christopher Columbus: SHET(RARNB R, AR RINE) , it
WRMBE 2 extraodinary: FEFHEY 3 monster: 121
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Moravian had not been strongly built, she would have
started to leak! and gone to the bottom of the sea with
all her crew. This event would have been forgotten if
three weeks afterwards, it had not occurred again. On
April 13 the sea was smooth and the wind light.
About four o’clock in the afternoon, on the ship the
‘Scotia’ , dinner was being served. A shock was sud-
denly felt, but not a very great one; the Scotia had
been struck by some sharp or pointed thing. The Cap-
tain soon discovered that there was a large hole in the
ship. The Scotia was put at half speed for the rest of
the voyage.

When the Scotia was examined in port, the crew
could hardly believe their eyes. About six feet below
the water-line, there was a hole, in the shape of a
perfectly even triangle. It must have been caused by
an extremely hard instrument2 and with an almost uni-
maginable force. From that time all disasters at sea
which could not be explained were said to have been
caused by the monster. The public demanded that the
ocean should be cleared of this dangerous creature.

While these events were happening, I was return-
ing from a scientific expedition3 in Nebraska?,
U.S. A. I was assistant professor to the Natural
History Museum in Paris and the French government
had asked me to accompany the expedition. After six
months in Nebraska, I arrived in New York at about
the end of March. I had arranged to sail to France at

1 leak: B¥® 2 instrument: 288 3 expedition: ¥Rk
4 Nebraska: ATRIHTIINCEEMNS)

-3-



RAIRIZRL S (RERUERS B)

the beginning of May. Like most people I knew all
about the topic of the day. How could I not? I had
read again and again the European and American
newspapers and this mystery puzzled me. When I ar-
rived in New York the subject was much discussed. It
was agreed that it could not be a rock or a moving is-
land, for how could it move at such tremendous
speed? There remained two possible solutions to the
problem: that it was a monster of enormous size or
that it was a submarinel vessel. This last suggestion
did not seem very probable. Who could have
manufactured? it, and where and when? How had he
kept the construction a secret? It was possible that one
state, unknown to others, might have attempted to
build such a machine. But all governments stated this
was not true. And a state would not have been able to
keep such a thing secret.

I had already published in France a work entitled
The Mysteries of the Great Ocean Depths ; so 1 knew a
great deal about this branch of natural history. My
opinion was asked by the newspaper, the New York
Herald. 1 discussed the question fully and I give be-
low an extract3 from the article I published in the is-
sue of April 30.

¢ The common narwhal? often reaches a length of
60ft. Five or ten times this length would give enor-
mous strength to this creature. The narwhal has a
tooth the hardness of steel. Some of these teeth have

1 submarine: YEBY 2 manufacture: & 3 extract: BR
4 narwhal : AR
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been removed from the bodies of whales and from
ships. I am of the opinion that this monster is a nar-
whal of enormous size, armed with a spur! , and with
incredible strength and speed. ’

My article was much discussed and this gave it
popularity. But although one part of society saw in
this only a scientific problem to be solved, others
were anxious to rid the oceans of this monster. The
United States decided to take action. Preparations
were made at New York for an expedition to pursue?
this narwhal. A ship of great speed—the ‘ Abraham
Lincoln3 * —was prepared for sea.

But, as always happens, now that they had decid-
ed to pursue the monster, the monster did not appear.
For two months nothing was heard about it. It seemed
as if this monster knew of the trap that had been set for
it. No one knew where the ship should sail to. Then it
was announced that a steamer had seen the animal three
weeks before in the South Pacific Ocean. The excite-
ment this news caused was very great. The captain of
the ship, Commander Farragut, was given only 24
hours to prepare to leave. He was, of course, anxious
to depart. Three hours before the departure of the
Abraham Lincoln, I received a letter which said :

Sir,
If you wish to accompany the expedition on
board the Abraham Lincoln, the United States govern-

1 spur: Al 2 pursue: B# 3 Abraham Lincoln: MRE(ZEE
TRESS R IME
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ment will be pleased that France should be represented
by you. Commander Farragut will have a cabin ready
for you.

Yours very truly,
JB HOBSON,
Secretary to the Navy.

Three seconds before the arrival of Mr Hobson’s let-
ter, I had no more idea of going in search of the nar-
whal than of trying to reach the North Polel. Three
seconds after I had read the Secretary’s letter, I quite
believed that my only aim in life was to rid the world
of this monster. I accepted, without hesitation, the
offer of the American government.

‘Conseil2 1’ I cried.

Conseil was my servant, a devoted fellow, who
accompanied me everywhere. He is a brave man, one
whom I like very much, and who serves me well. He
is calm, reliable, unworried, clever, and despite his
name, never gives advice, even when he is not asked
for it. For the last ten years Conseil had followed me
wherever science had taken me. He had never com-
plained about the length of a journey. Whether I went
to China or the Congo3, it was all the same to him.
He would go to one or the other and ask no questions.
He had excellent health, solid muscles and no nerves.
He was 30 years of age. He had only one fault; he al-
ways addressed me in the third person4.

1 NorthPole: U 2 Conseil: RETN(AR) 3 Congo: NI FE
(EMDPFEPHER) 4 address ... person: FHE= AFRFTIE
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‘Conseil !’ I cried.

Conseil appeared.

‘ Did Monsieur! call?’ he asked as he entered.

‘Yes, my lad. Get my things and your own
ready. We start in two hours. ’

‘ Just as Monsieur pleases,’ replied Conseil
calmly.

‘ We have no time to lose. Pack my trunk quickly.
We shall sail in the Abraham Lincoln. You know, my
friend, of the question about this monster—this nar-
whal. We are about to rid the sea of him. It is a glori-
ous plan, but dangerous. We shall go all the same.
We have a captain who has no fear.’

‘ If Monsieur goes, I will go,’ said Conseil.

‘ But Conseil, I have no wish to hide anything.
This is one of those journeys from which one may not
return. ’

¢ Just as Monsieur pleases. ’

A quarter of an hour later our trunks were ready.
Conseil had done everything and 1 was sure nothing
was forgotten.

I descended? to the hall of the hotel where I
was staying and paid my bill. Then followed by
Conseil, I jumped into a carriage. Soon we reached
the quay3 , where the Abraham Lincoln was wait-
ing. Our baggage was immediately put on board. I
asked to see the commander. I was taken to meet
an officer of pleasant appearance, who offered me

1 Monsieur: GE>5cE 2 descend: TR 3 quay: 83k
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his hand.

‘ Monsieur Pierre Aronnax?’ said he.

‘ The same,’ said I. ‘Have I the pleasure to ad-
dress Commander Farragut?’

‘Yes, in personl. You are welcome, sir, and
your cabin is prepared. ’

I saluted him and then descended to my cabin,
which I was much pleased with. The Abraham Lin-
coln was a fast and well-equipped ship.

‘ We shall be very comfortable here,’ said I to
Conseil. I left Conseil to arrange the cabin and went
up to the deck. At this moment Commander Farragut
gave orders to depart, so if we had been a quarter of
an hour later, I would have been left behind and
missed this extraordinary expedition.

The engineers started the engines and the ship
started to move through the water, surrounded by a
crowd of small boats and cheered by half a million
people standing on the quays. It was then three
o’clock in the afternoon. At eight o’clock having
sailed along the coast of New Jersey2 , the ship finally
reached the Atlantic Ocean.

b

1 inperson: FE,KAN 2 New Jersey: $FFOM(ZEEMNZ)
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Chapter 2

CoMMANDER Farragut was an excellent sailor. His

ship and he were one. He was the soul of it. On the
question of the monster he had no doubt. He believed
in it as a good woman believes in the Biblel, by
faith, not by reason. The monster existed and he was
going to rid the seas of it.

The officers were of the same opinion as their
commander. The whole of the ship’s company wanted
only to meet the narwhal, harpoonZ him and cut him
up. They watched the sea with great attention. More-
over, Commander Farragut had promised 2,000
dollars to whoever should first see the animal. So you
can imagine whether they used their eyes on the Abra-
ham Lincoln.

As for weapons with which to catch the animal,
we possessed all known weapons. There was also Ned
Land, the king of harpooners. Ned Land was a Cana-
dian of about 40. He was large, and over six feet
high, strong, serious, silent, and very angry when

1 the Bible: E8Z(XE%Z) 2 harpoon: A8 X X U R, har-
pooner FHERA
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