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The First Story
The Emperor' and the Poet?

An Emperor liked to write poems? very much. He
thought his poems were very good. The people did not
like his poems at all. But they were afraid to say so.

One day the emperor showed his poems to a well-
known * poet. He said that they were bad. The emperor
was very angry and *sent the poet to prison.®

After some time the emperor sent his men to the poet
to tell him that he was free. When the poet returned from
prison, the emperor *invited him to his palace to dinner. 8



Again he showed him some of his poems and again asked
him *what he thought of them.?

The poet said nothing but *turned to the soldiers?®
who were standing behind him, and said: ‘“‘Please take
me back to prison.”
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The Second Story
The Greedy' Dog

A greedy dog *stole a large piece of meat from a but-
cher’s store.® He *held the meat tightly between his teeth
. and ran home with it.

On his way he came to a small bridge gver a stream.
*As he was crossing the bridge, * he looked down and saw
his own shadow® *in the water below.® But he didn't
know it was his own shadow. He thought it was another
dog. He saw another large piece of meat in the other dog’s
mouth.
4 “If T can get the meat from the dog, I shall have two
. pieces,” he thought. So he *bent down? to get the meat.
s But as soon as he opened his mouth, his meat fell out and
dropped into the water.
The greedy dog had nothing at last.
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The Third Story
A Terrible' Mistake

Sir Isaac Newton was a great English scientist. He
always *gave all his attention to his work.? One morning
he got up very early because he *was working on a very
difficult problem.® *As he was thmklng so deeply about
the problem that he would not go for s eakfast. ¢

His servant Mary thought he needed food, so she brought
an egg and *a pan of water® to his study.® But Newton
wanted *to be alone.” “Mary can leave the egg with
Newton, and Newton will boil the egg,” he, said. Th‘e
servant put the egg on the table *by the side of Newton’s
watch ® and said, “Please boil the egg for four minutes and
the egg *will be ready.®” Then she left the room.

When the servant returned about *an hour later,®
Newton was standing by the fireplace. He had put the
watch in the pan and was holding the egg in his hand. He
did not know that he had made a terrible mistake.
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The Fourth Story
The Cock and the Fox

One evening a fox saw that *a cock flew up into a tree
for the night.? He thought *the cock would be his big
supper.? He went over and said, “Hello, Mr. Cock, I've




got some very good news for you.”

“Oh, what is it?”

“All animals *have agreed to stop fighting.? We
shall be good friends and live like a big family *from now
on, ¥’ said he. “Now come to my house and have supper
together.”

“All right,” said the cock. “But *I see a couple of dogs
coming this way.® Let’s ask them to come to supper too.”
When the fox heard this, he started to run away.

“Wait, Mr. Fox, why are you running away? They
aré *good friends of yours® now,” cried the cock.

“Yes,” answered the fox. “But maybe’ they don’t

know that yet.”

“I see,” said the cock to himself. And he put his head

under his wing and went to sleep.
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