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TO PROMOTE SCIENTIFIC DEMOCRACY AND TAKE
HIGH HISTORICAL RESPONSIBILITES IN CARRYING
ON RESEARCH AND DISCUSSION ON THE

EXISTENCE OF THE SHIPYARD

The Conference of Debate on the Ruin of Qin Shipyard is held today at the Sun Yat — Sen Library of
Guangdong Province . Thanks to the active involvement of 10 Research Institutions. this conference at
8 —9 /Dec. /2001 is the first of its kind to discuss the true and false of the Ruin of the Qin Shipyard.
Special thanks go to the Ship History Research Center of the China Association of Ship Engineering.
Fifty or more experts from the fields of Ship Making, Ancient architecture. Archeology. Geological
History, Environmental Science, City Planning, and Cultural Relic submitted articles or provided ex-
cellent suggestions. The strong atmosphere of the academic debate is enhanced by the special guests who
are {irm believers of the Shipvard Theory. I sincerely hope this conference will be a success and vield
fruitful results.

Between the vear of 1974 and 1994, a site was excavaled at the courtyard of the Cultural Bureau at
Zhongshan Si Road. The site measured 400 square meter and 5 meters deep. A timber process yard and
three rows of parallel wooden structure were excavated. The parallel wooden structure measured 30 me-
ters east —west bound and 11 meters north —south boumd. These wooden structures resembled the
modern railroad tracks. What was the nature of this ruin’ ? Several different theories have been presented
since the very beginning of the excavation. The on going debate has lasted . for about 20 years. The o-
riginal archeologists who conducted the excavation identified the . ruin as Qin = Han Shipyard. then thev
changed the rain to Qin Shipyard. Later on, the site has been identified as the Special Protection Historie
Ruir by the State Council and the Department of Ancient Cultural Relic. It has been recorded in the
ancient section of the Chinese Science Bibliography as the Qin Shipyard . Theory.

The grounds of argument thr the Qin Shipyard Theory are based on the {ollowing six reasons:

I. Judging by common sense and life experience, the three parallel wooden structures with re-
semblance to the modem railroad tracks are similar to the ship station, ramp and pillar. Plus the pieces
of wood found on the site are almost identical to the ones seen in shipyards at Wuzhou and Yangjiang. To
the eastside of the shipyard, a layer of river sands was found in the clay soil. This finding correlates to
the ancient method of ship building, that is to cut the sand bags and release the ship to the water. The
shipvard had three speciallv designed stations.

2. The geological shape of ancient Guangzhou two thousand vears ago was like two peninsulas with a
lake in the middle. The location of the Qin Shipyard was right at the harbor of the eastern peninsula.
3. Having the foundation of 1 Nanyue Palace, on top of the shipyard site is not a contradiction. [t

occupied a different layer of soil. The palace was built on the Qin shipyard.



4. Strategic needs in military.

5. Saltwater clams were found in the clay soil layer. This indicated the location was once by the
oceun.

6. Archeologists have found square and round iron ship nails and a variety of ship building tools on
the site.

However, the Qin Shipyard Theory has met strong opposition as well. Some experts claimed that it
was not a Shipyard at all. It was a big mistake in the history of archeology. Among the opposing experts
were some late scholars: the architect of South China Technical College, Professor Long Qingzhong ( Jg EX
i), the . head of Guangdong Historic Bureau and Renown Archeologist, Mr, Huang Wenhuan( 87 3
55 ), Professor Wu Zhuangda(Z21t:75) of South China Normal University and Professor Dai Yixuan (#
4 ) of the History Department al Zhongshan University., Mr. Long Qingzhong had participated in the
determination of the site background He suggested that the measurement of the construction accorded with
the hierarchy of the feudal society. The No. 1 shipvard named by the archeologists had a symmetrical
arrangement, therefore, the site should have been the site of a Nanyue Palace. Mr. Dai Yixuan claimed
that the rain was a water channel named " Sui Reng Ling” (/K¥LUEZ ), which has its recording in the an-
cient Chinese Water Project Handbook. Back at the davs when Guangzhou experienced drought every
fall, people built the channel to supply the city with water from Bai Yun Mountain. 1 was present during
that meeting. | saw valid poinits from their opinions. Some other scholars who opposed to the Shipvard
Theory were Mr. Yang Hongxusn and Mr. An zhiming who were ancient architectural archeologists from
the China Society of Social Science. They stated that the ruin has the Gan Lan architectural style. In Mr.
Yang Hongxuan™ s June article 7 Nanyue Palace vs. Qin Shipyard”, he raised doubt on the Shipvard
Theory. In a series of subsequent article debate between Mr. Yang and the Shipyard Theorv, Mr. Yang
further proved that the ruin was nothing but a Nanyue Palace. According to Mr. Yang, the site had a
lavout of the Nanyue Palace. The wooden structures found at the ruin resembled the pillars i. n front of
the palace.

The earliest question raised from the Ship Building field was by Dr. Dai Kaiyuan (3 75). a re-
searcher from China Institute of Natural Science. According to Professor( f§ £ %) Xi Long Fei of Wuhan
Transportation Technology University, there has been no article to support the Shipyard Theory in the
fields of Shipbuilding and Ship History so far. The authority publication, ™ Sip Industry Magazine™ of
Guangdong province and Guangzhou City, has indicated that the Shipyard Theory 1s still being ques-
tioned. Mr. Xin Yanou(-F-JCKY), the president of the Society of ChineseShip History, is not convinced
by the Shipyard Theory. He has been to the excavation site during its early excavation period.

In the past few years, more experts have raised questions regarding the grounds of the Shipvard
Theory. | have summarized the following five aspects:

I. The site is flat. This condition does not fit for a shipyard, especially for an era 2000 years ago.

2. The site does not seem to have the kinds of wood pillars to support the ships. . This is impossible
from the views of shipbuilding industry.

3. Found wooden structures do not fit the layout of a shipyard.



4. The positions of a ramp and supporting pillars are contradictory.

5. The length of the shipyard does not coordinate with the angel of the ramp.

History geologists have also done extensive study on the soil condition of the site. They examined
four samples of fossil seaweed taken from the site. They concluded that there was only fresh water during
the Qin Dynasty and rejected the geological condition for a shipvard. Mr. Huang Xiaoming( 00 #0)
further explained the geological development of the site. He claimed that the Peninsula landform men-
tioned by the Shipyard Theory was not valid. Tt was contradictory to the landform of now and before. The
Yu Shan peninsula and Fan Shan peninsula mentioned by the late professor Xu Junming (5 M) were
presented long before the Qin Dynasty.

Experts of the Shipvard Theory claimed to have found new evidence in the book " The Three Major
Discovery of Qin — Han Archeology™ . Some geologists had different opinions from the book and claimed
the Book contained conflicting information of the present and ancient landform. The Shipvard Theory
experts had selected 10 different locations to exam the soil samples 5 meters helow. . They concluded that
the sites were at the same historical layer as the shipyard. Some geologists questioned that the samples
were taken within a small range of area. When not taking the samples based on the standard elevataion,
the conclusion could only have been wrong.

The last strong piece of argument held by the Shipyard Theory was that the Shipvard and the Nanvue
Palace were at a different layer of Cuctural strata and the layers were clearly marked Experts from the
Guangdong Archeologist Society pointed out that the layers mentioned by the Shipvard Theory were not
the same layers indicated by the archeologists. Based on the artifacts excavated from the site, it was
possible that the layers were from the same era. It was all at the same era of Nanvue and Xihan Dynas-
ties.

In addition, historians have questioned the Shipyard Theory of 7 Strategic needs in Military™. Thev
questioned that if the Shipyard was able to manufacture ships up to 8 meters wide. why did the emperor
Zhao Jiande (A TE) make ships at Zhang Pu(3E{H ) ? Based on the technology and productivity of the
local town, the Shipyard was not able to manufacture military ships.

This conference is to find out the truth behind the ruin, Shipyard or not Shipyard. Evervone is
encouraged to voice your opinions. I am confident that this conference will be a fruitful one. In carrving
on research and on the existence of the discussion shipyard, we should promote scientific edmocracy and
take high historical responsibilities 1in order to present scientific supprting facts for the citv government

policy ~ decision and world culiural legacy applications. Prof.

Zeng Zhaoxuan

9/Sepl. /2002
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