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———  UNIT 1

1. The Open Window

1 Information Related to the ED (R ——

IR R

1. This is an example of a well-made or well-crafted short story. It has the
classic inverted V structure: the story rises to the climax and then descends
to the ending. In the beginning, the major characters are swiftly sketched ;
Vera /'viera/ —"a very self-possessed young lady of fifteen”

Framton Nuttel — a young man who has had a nervous breakdown

Vera tells a tragic story of her uncle and cousins (F3£) being lost in a bog.
She says that her aunt has never lost hope that they might return, although
they have been gone for three years. This ghost story causes Framton Nut-
tel some anxiety, so he is relieved when the third character, Mrs. Sapple-
ton, enters the room. This is the rising action of the short story. As Fram-
ton recounts the boring details of his illness, the supposedly dead men come
towards them through the twilight. Framton flees in horror. This is the cli-
max of the story, as the action turns. The denouement or falling action of
the story is Vera’s telling another outrageous story, this time about Fram-
ton.

2. In western countries, parents choose their child’s name from a relatively
limited number of sources. Their names may be from the Bible or from
television characters or from family history. Or they pick a name because
they think it sounds good. Rarely do people choose their child’s name be-
cause of the meaning of the name.

However, authors do pick their characters’ names to suggest qualities
in the character or to guide the reader in how he should think of the char-
acter. Here, “Vera” means truth in the original Latin. Of course, Vera is
an outrageous storyteller. “Framton Nuttel” suggests two things: The first
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name suggests he comes from a relatively well-to-do family, since only the
rich pick a family name as a first name; also, the Nuttel suggests instabili-
ty, nervousness, indeed being “nuts” or crazy.

2 Suggestions for Teaching -

1. The dominant tone of literature in the 20th century is irony. There are
many types of irony. Focus in the discussion on dramatic irony, in which
the character expects something different from what happens. It enables
the reader to know more about its characters. Framton expects that Mrs.
Sappleton will appear crazy. When she seems to fulfill what Vera has led
him to expect, he is deluded into expecting no one to appear through the
window. How does Vera lead Framton Nuttel to believe the veracity of her
story? What phrases does she use to create verisimilitude? (She verifies that
he does not know her aunt. She points to the particular French window.
She described exactly what Mr. Sappleton was wearing. She gives the line
of the song that Mrs. Sappleton’s brother used to sing. When the men ap-
pear, she looks out in “dazed horror”.)
2. Ask the students to speculate on Vera’s reasons for making up outrageous
stories. (She is bored living in this “rural retreat” with her aunt and uncle.
She is fifteen and wants excitement and so she must create it. She has a
great creative imagination, which is shown by her second tale of Framton
Nuttel’s horror of dogs.) Point out that romance is used here not in a sense
of love and courtship, but in the older sense of wild and strange tales,
which are more exciting than those of real life.
3. Language Points
(1) on: prep.
visits on a succession of total strangers (L.7): “on” means “to”
sometimes on still, quiet evenings (L.50): “on” means “the evening of
a certain day”, otherwise we say “in the evening”, usually in the phrase
“on the evening of ...” e.g. on the evening of April 1st.

(2) retreat: n.
means a place you can go to that is peaceful and safe (L.10)
means escape, running away (L.92)

(3) bury (L.10) v. to hide away (in the countryside)

(4) nice division (L.15): nice group
See Line 13 “Some of them, as far as I can remember, were quite
nice.”

(5) pursue (L.22): v. continue

(6) near (L.88): v. to come closer to

(7) drive (L.92): n. a road for vehicle, usually in a public park or a private
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house, likewise “walk” used as a noun, meaning “a path for walking.”
(8) creatures (L.104): n. those pariah dogs.

3 Sentences for the Students to Remember «osmismsommmpmmuesmes

1. Privately he doubted more than ever whether these formal visits on a suc-
cession of total strangers would do much towards helping the nerve cure
which he was supposed to be undergoing. (L.6)

2. You will bury yourself down there and not speak to a living soul, and your
nerves will be worse than ever from moping. (L.10)

3. An undefinable something about the room seemed to suggest masculine
habitation. (L.25)

4. It was a relief to Framton when the aunt bustled into the room with a whirl
of apologies for being late in making her appearance. (L.53)

4 Translation of Some Difficult Sentences from the Text smeswmmommsammans

1. Framton Nuttel endeavoured to say the correct something which should du-
ly flatter the niece of the moment without unduly discounting the aunt that
was to come. (L.4)

Bh 2 M- AT R BB S E IR, RS YR SN E R, LBH RS Y
b 7 41K B4 20 SFe i 2 0

2. They’ve been out for snipe in the marshes today, so they’ll make a fine mess
over my poor carpets. So like you menfolk, isn’t it? (L.60)

M4 KB AL, T T L B R X ST R R RS AT . 1]
FNEXRE, A RG?

3. “The doctors agree in ordering me complete rest, an absence of mental ex-
citement, and avoidance of anything in the nature of violent physical exer-
cise,” announced Framton, who laboured under the tolerably widespread
delusion that total strangers and chance acquaintances are hungry for the
least detail of one’s ailments and infirmities, their cause and cure. (L.70)
“BABERBERRESKE, SER MR, 8 %A T RIRL k1% 3,7 35 2
BRI AHRBET MY ROEE, 5482 Rk FERBRARE
ANBE T HCRBOEEERS RERT%,

4. Framton grabbed wildly at his stick and hat; the hall -door, the gravel -
drive, and the front gate were dimly noted stages in his headlong retreat.
(L.91)

BEWMEHALIMEHHHET, - BERTH X, B RBHWILE FUTIT, 8L
REFAEHE, WILERT,
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3 Keyto T or F and MC Questions e

F TFVFTTT
C ADBTCD

6 Suggested Answers to the Translation Exercise s

1.

Their holiday was spoiled by a succession of rainy days.

2. The sudden disappearance of the three men in the marshes is purely in the

nature of romance.

- Betty was the only girl who wore a formal dress at the party, and she felt

out of place.

- I wanted to write an angry letter, but I lost my nerve when I sat down to do

it.

. It’s a year to the day since she died.
. Their shouting at each other has to do with power and greed.



2. The Winged Magician; The First
Aecrial Flight in Australia

1 Information Related to the Text . oxumsn: -

1. This is an intriguing story about magic — intriguing in at least three senses.
Firstly, some of Houdini’s amazing, almost impossible performances are
described. Secondly, the extract gives us a picture of the first aeroplane
flights in Australia, a feat that would have seemed almost magical to those
who witnessed them. Thirdly, at a deeper level, it’s the story of the psy-
chological reasons which drove Houdini to perform his death-defying acts,
reasons which help explain why flying became his ultimate escape.

In today’s world, with its panoply of jumbo jets and other aircraft
landing and taking off around the clock, almost none of us stop to think
about the miracle of flight. Yet it was only one hundred years ago that this
marvel began. This event occurred on December 17 1903, in Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina. On that day, Orville Wright, using a 12 horsepower en-
gine, became the first man ever to fly in an aeroplane. Seven years after
the Wright brothers’ successful attempts, Houdini the magician became the
first person to fly in Australia.

Harry Houdini, even today, is perhaps the world’s most well known es-
cape artist. As an example of his lasting fame, we still often say, of some-
one who can escape from seemingly impossible physical, social or logical
dilemmas, that they are “like Houdini” or that they “did a Houdini”.

2. Erik Weiss (1874 — 1926) was born in Budapest and his father was a Rabbi
who settled in Wisconsin. Houdini first became a trapeze artist and then a
vaudeville performer in New York City in 1892, but without much success.
Then he turned to magic and took the name Houdini after Jean Eugene
Robert-Houdini, a 19th century French magician. In 1900, he began to
earn an international reputation for extrication from shackles, ropes,
locks, locked containers and handcuffs. Today, his skills may seem a little
less marvelous as many locking devices and security systems are electronic.
But in his day it was believed he could escape from any container or build-
ing, so he seemed invincible.

Not long after becoming an international celebrity he decided to marry
Wilhelmina Beatrice Rahner. They worked together as Harry and Bessie.
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Bessie often acted as his stage assistant during his performances and she
may have been instrumental in helping escape in some of the acts. Be that
as it may, his uncanny escape abilities depended mainly on his great physi-
cal strength and agility and partly on his extraordinary skill at manipulating
locks. For the most part, his performances are believed to be genuine
rather than the work of a master illusionist. However, he was an entertain-
er and it is likely someone helped undo locks on the outside of containers
when he was shackled inside. To this day, some of his genuine feats of es-
capology have not been able to be replicated. Throughout his life he
forthrightly defended the ethics of his profession of escapology and spoke
out against hookwinkers, charlatans and spiritual cranks. He died at the
relatively early age of 52 from peritonitis. He had written some interesting
books on magic, among which are Miracle Mongers and Their Methods
(1920) and A Magician among the Spirits (1924).

3. Why Melbourne not Sydney, Australia, as the setting of the story? Early in
the twentieth century Australia had just become a nation and the State of
Victoria of which Melbourne is the capital, was experiencing an economic
boom. So it was just the place for the internationally famous magician to
visit. Then, as now, Australians loved to witness big time performers in
sport or on stage. The centre of this excitement was Melbourne, which at
that point of Australia’s history, had become the nation’s most important
city. Until the building of the national capital, Canberra, commenced in -
the 1920’s, Melbourne was the temporary centre of the new national gov-
ernment (1901 - 1927). At that time Melbourne was ahead of Sydney, al-
though Sydney is perhaps more important and better known internationally
today.

2 Sllggestions for Teachlng RS

1. The teacher could begin the lesson by ensuring that the students appreciate
that 100 years ago flight was a curiosity. No one then has possibly imagined
how commonplace and important air transportation was to become. Then
ask the students whether they understand the relationship between
Houdini’s determination to fly and escapology. That is he had an obsession
with death and saw his high risk acts as a brush with death. In the Water
Can escape, for example, he saw himself as being buried and then reborn.
So then, why did he like flying so much? (Because it was very dangerous
and yet it freed him from the earth.)

2. Ask the students to explain why Houdini was such a sensation as a “magi-
cian”. In the text it claims that in another age he could have been wor-
shipped as a god or burnt at the stake. The teacher may need to tell them
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the origins of being “burnt at the stake”. (In the Middle Ages in Europe
many men and women who practised sorcery or magic were thought to be
evil and in communication with devils. They were often tied to a stake and
burnt.) Then hold a discussion on how dangerous Houdini could be to the
society and whether he had any supernatural powers. (Cf. Extensive Read-
ing Book III, p. 52 “The Six Sense”.)
3. Ask the students to locate the part in the text that describes Houdini’s
physique. Get them to read this part, as his physical appearance was very
important to his mystique. It gave power and mystery to his daring stunts.
4. Ask the students whether they believe Houdini actually escaped from things
like a riveted iron boiler or a giant football laced with a brass chain. Ask
them how they did this. Did someone help him? If so, how? In discussion
get the students to find parts of the text that may help explain this. Ask
them what was common to all the daring acts he performed on stage. (All
escapes were made in the secrecy of this curtained cabinet. )
5. Language points
(1) novel (L.15): adj. new, usually clever and strange
novelty (L.48): n. something new and usual

(2) engage (L.55) v. employ

(3) honour (L.67) v. carry out, fulfill

(4) deposit (L.73) v. pay money as a pledge, as in the phrase “deposit sth.
with sb.”

(5) practice (L.115) n. fixed custom B

3 Sentences for the Students to Remember S e

1. It was said he could attenuate his body and slide through the keyholes; that
he could dematerialize himself and pass through solid walls. In another age
he could have been worshipped as a god. On the other hand he could have
been burnt at the stake. (L.25)

2. He knew she could not have many more years of life remaining and he be-
grudged every minute spent away from her. (L.39)

3. Six years had gone by since Orville Wright made the first power-driven
flight at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, but an aeroplane was still a great
novelty. (L.46)

4. For the first two minutes the audience was expectant, not troubled in any
way. But when the two minutes gave way to three they began to murmur
apprehensively. There was a feeling of suspense, of time running out.
(L.104)
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4 Translation of Some Difficult Sentences from the Text

1.

w

5 Key to T or F and MC Questions -
T

It could be that in his escapes he was symbolically buried and reborn, acting
out man’s age-old belief in death and resurrection. (L.37)

B fE e e 8 P A B AR P B B FE R DL AE R T AR KBIRR BTG A
ATRASEME 1 .

. They were not to know that he had escaped within seconds of entering the

Can, but superb showman that he was, he had waited behind the curtains
until the emotion of the audience reached its height. (L.112)

IR ZRMBEEHAKEILSHE MRE SRR T, AR ENB—HKEA,
b R AE B 5, 5 B L AR B 17 4 38 B 0 s W B A Ok

. They saw a stocky man, with a magnificent physique developed through

constant exercise and strenuous escapes. His chest was deep and broad; his
arms were thick and muscular; his calves and thighs bulging and corded.
(L.118)

1B W — BRI T, F5 2 DAE B SBAR R ) 0 106 5 3R B v A T At fH i
A% B JBE BE KRS, TR LA g, R Bo/MBR AL T 0 L IR S 3 0, A R 4

. He who had prided himself on his superb physical condition was losing his

energy, his sense of timing. His performances were becoming affected; the
risks of failure increasing. (L.147)

)5k LA B 2 58 3R A9 MR T B ZEEK 10 87T R B RE 0 R O 80 2 A DT UR B e 0
ZE| T, RWH RS,

FTTUFT

D B B C AD

6 Suggested Answers to the Translation Exercise

1.

It was just as well he prepared seriously for the examination during the last
month or he could have failed and lost the chance of that job.

. A whole month had gone by since the windy weather started, but on 16

March the right weather for flying arrived.

- It was said that he could take in ten lines at a glance and had a photographic

memory.

- Never had the audicnce been so excited as during Houdini’s performance of

the Water Can Escape.
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5. Only in swimming in the open sea did he feel he could enjoy nature to the
fullest.



3. Politics; Never Satisfactory,
Always Necessary

1 Information Related to the Text suussseammasn

1. There is not a single definition of politics that is acceptable to all political
scientists. But people may agree that politics aim at resolving inevitable so-
cial conflicts. People of different needs and beliefs may differ with each
other over basic issues of right and wrong. The existence of politics makes
possible the authoritative allocation of values for a society. Thus politics is
important to the stability and development of a society.

2. The American political process is founded on majority rule, but that is not
the whole story. Basic to understanding the way the United States is gov-
erned is the Constitution. The Founding Fathers — Thomas Jefferson, Ben-
jamin Franklin, John Adams and others — wanted to make sure that no one
part of the government was more powerful than the rest. Thus, there is an
executive branch, which is headed by the President; there is a legislative
branch, the Congress, which is composed of the Senate and the House of
Representatives; there is a judicial branch, headed by the Supreme Court.
If one branch gets too much power, then the others act to check and bal-
ance it.

In addition, the United States system is a federal system. The 50 states
have much power and can go their own way in many aspects of life. The
only things they do not have power over are foreign policy, currency and
defense. Thus, the federal government controls much of the rules for
American life, but not all of it.

An important aspect of the American political process is the media —
newspapers, magazines, television, and radio. The United States is said to
have absolute freedom of the press. This means that a newspaper may pub-
lish whatever it wishes to. Only libel — lies about a person — can be the ba-
sis of a suit against the writer and the publication. And the lawsuit can hap-
pen only after the article is published.

RN

2 Suggestions for Teaching

1. Ask the students if they agree with the author that Soviet Russia, Poland



UNnIT1 n

and North Korea were without politics, and what is the author’s concept of
politics. (The author thinks that the Western political process is democrat-
ic, while Soviet Russian government is autocratic. The democratic process
relies on the use of words, while autocratic government always resorts to
force. )
2. Have the students list current disagreements of an international type or per-
haps a campus quarrel. Maybe there is a quarrel between two groups in a
country: the majority and a minority that feels aggrieved. Perhaps students
want the library to be open for a greater length of time. Pick the most ap-
propriate one and then have a class discussion focusing on areas of possible
comprise. What are plausible solutions to the dispute? What should each
side learn to compromise on?
3. Ask the students what makes a successful political leader. (In lesson eight,
they will read about “social skills”.) They include being able to listen to
others, being sensitive to the needs of others, and knowing how to give and
take criticism. These are, of course, the qualitics needed in a friend.
4. Language points
1) call (L.16): v. to invite a group to meet
2) sellout (L.26): n. an act of disloyalty to one’s friend
cf. sell-out: a performance for which all tickets are sold

3) combine (L.46): v. come together F#£

4) given (L.51): adj. like to do something; in the habit of doing some-
thing, as in the phrase “be given to doing something”

5) majority (L.56): n. the greater number of votes ZHE

3 Translation of Some Difficult Sentences from the Text ssssmmenssncs

1. Imagining themselves to be the “gold” of Plato’s classification of human be-
ings, intellectuals are easily convinced by Marxism, which insists that gov-
ernment should be in the hands of those who understand such arcane mat-
ters as dialectical materialism and historic necessity — that is, intellectuals.
This is no doubt the reason that there are more Marxists than Democrats
and Republicans combined in so many university departments of philoso-
phy. (L.41)
BRECRTHAERTRSE e RN, BIRS TRAEHE SRR
F o BB ESCRYR 15K BT N 3% 92 76 38 26 38 % B E ME 4 1 ORI 7 sk b 4%
HEFXEREFEENFFOA—HIHRG F—HFP, BEXMENH
LRBERFREFBFRENGREFAEEZ TR EESRIEMEABNER,

2. Mike Royko of the Chicago Daily News, a characteristic journalistic critic
of politics, wrote a book entitled Boss, which attacked and criticized the
late Mayor Richard Daley of Chicago as corrupt, venal, ruthless, and given
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to making shady alliances with the underworld and ridiculous mistakes in
English grammar. (L.48)
(ZmeErg B E - FHRH, M BARFEHRABIEEER, 5T -4 4
MCEBRIH . HBIPEMFTZMFH ST KAEE WA, R EEK,
WOz, B, T R a4 B S U R R EE AR

3. Apparently there is something about politics that neither Mr. Royko nor
political science teachers quite understand — and that is how successful
practitioners of the art of politics like Mayor Daley earn the trust and af-
fection of so many people. (L.57)

B R BUR R R R PR B KR4 FBOA S BT K BB, T X S R P 44
R REAI TR X BOA Z AR R LR E RIFX A2 NS ERRIR,

4 Key to MC Questions

B D A D C D

5 Suggested Answers to the Translation Exercise -

1. This dining room is for the exclusive use of the students.

2. Our teaching office declared exclusive access to the meeting room on
Wednesday afternoons.

3. Nobody can claim exclusive access to the recently built language laboratory.

4. This is a special offer at reduced rates, exclusive to members of the club.

5. It has been difficult for governments to come to agreement about the size of
warships.

6. This law leaves too much power in the hands of the judges.

7. They made an alliance with each other to embezzle a large sum of public
funds.




