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A series of 'X Volumes of Architecture’ of which each volume is dedicated to one building type, such
as Dream Houses, Housing, Educational Facilities, Libraries, Athletic Facilities, Gateways, Commercial
Buildings, Hotels, Museums and Theatres. A comprehensive selection of projects are chosen
represented by well over 100 most distinguished architectural firms worldwide reflecting the
pluralism of architecture.
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Preface

Terminals such as airports and railway stations are modern gateways
to one particular city or another. In ancient times, the architecture of
a gateway of a city has a symbolic nature denoting various aspects
of the celebration of entering into a specific place with its own identity
using elements such as milestones, bridges, towers, arches and city
walls.

Since the 19th Century, with the introduction of the Age of Machine,
in the delightful examples of Victorian railway stations, these buildings
create a sense of spaciousness through light steel structure allowing
ample of natural light filtering into the buildings. The form of these
buildings is driven very much by the type of construction. It generated
great partnerships of architect and engineer.

Nowadays, terminals are reduced to hubs serving whole regions or
countries. They become transitional points of interchange for arrival
and departure. This is the result of modernity that these terminals
are simply tools to make the flow of movements for people and goods
more efficient, integrating into a web of global transport system. An

international airport is therefore often found adjacent to a domestic
airport, railway, metro and bus stations.

The structural forms, which are both flexible and dynamic, dictate the
architectural forms of these buildings. There is the ‘Hangar' type
ilustrated by Renzo Piano’s Kensai and Norman Foster's HK
International Airport. Paul Andreu’s Terminal One, Roissy, Charles
De Gaulle Airport gives the example of satellite mini-terminals. The
primary objective of efficiency is perhaps the decisive factor in these
terminals and there is no question on how wonderful these airports
provide the convenience of the travelers.

Individuality and characteristic perhaps can better be expressed in
smaller scale terminals such as the metro stations. It is equally
delightful to see Makoto Sei Watanabe's Lidabashi Subway Station
as a fine and bold example.

Bernard Chan
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Alsop Architects

North Greenwich Station

London, One of the 12 new stations that forms the extension to the Jubilee Line running from Charing
Cross to Stratford. North Greenwich Station had now become the rail gateway to the
Millennium Festival Site.

England

Completion Date: 1998  For the architects, the primary concern was to create clarity of movement, openness and
. simplicity of function. This has been achieved by skillful manipulation of volume and space
Built Area: 10800m?
and powerful use of colour.

Accessed at ground level from the new bus station concourse, passengers descend by
escalator into a light spacious ticket hall, and move through the ticket barriers and into a
vast concourse, stretching the full length of the platforms below. The concourse is designed
as an independent U shaped structure suspended within the void of the station box (405
metres long, 32 metres wide, 25 metres deep) from the concrete roof. Glass side panels to
the concourse provide views over the three platforms below, providing orientation and
creating a sense of spaciousness. All the services for the station are housed within the
hollow core of the concourse.

From the concourse, passengers descend by escalator into the cavernous blue depths of
the station to the platforms below. From the platforms passengers will appreciate the drama
of the vast elliptically-shape raking columns reaching from platform to roof and the curved
underbelly of the suspended concourse hanging above them. The magical subterranean
ambience of the station is enhanced by the use of deep ultra marine biue tiling to walls,
columns, floors and ceilings. In contrast the concourse, air ducts and escalators are clad in
bright stainless steel and suspended in the ultra marine void to create as one of the project
team has said “an underground cathedral of blue and silver”.
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