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INTRODUCTION

More About the USA is an intermediate reading skills text
for students of English as a Second Language. A host of facts
about the USA presented within the themes of people, places,
living things, great moments, and culture, not only provide stu-
dents with information about the USA, but also stimulate cross-
cultural exchange. The vocabulary and structures used in the
text have been carefully controlled at an intermediate level,
while every effort has been made to keep the language natural .

Each unit contains:

- A reading passage( 520 - 820 words)

- Topic-related vocabulary work

- Skimming for main ideas

+Scanning for details

* Order of events

- Making inferences and drawing conclusions

The reading of each passage should, ideally, first be done
individually by skimming for a general feel for content. The
teacher may wish to deal with some vocabulary at this point. A
second, more detailed individual reading could be done while
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INTRODUCTION

working through the vocabulary exercise. Further reading (s)
could be done aloud by the teacher or with the class.

The VOCABULARY exercise encourages students to work
out meaning through context and then check with a dictionary. If
the meaning is clear through context, there is no need to check
with a dictionary. However, occasionally there are words that
are too difficult to be guessed through context, and a dictionary
will be needed. This will prepare students to deal with vocabulary
in an authentic text. As suggested previously, this section can be
done during the reading phase or afterwards or both.

There are four kinds of COMPREHENSION exercises:
Skimming for Main Ideas helps students confirm the basic cont-
ent of certain paragraphs. This can be done either individually,
in pairs, in small groups, or as a whole class. Scanning for
Details concentrates on the scanning skills necessary to derive
maximum value from reading. Order of Events concentrates on
developing a sense of organization of the reading and develops
the skill of spatial organization. Making Inferences and Drawing
Conclusions develops the skill of inferring meaning from what is
not directly stated in the passage by reading *between the
lines."”

Additional Assignment Suggestions:

A Summary: This written exercise ( this exercise can also
be done orally) focuses attention on expressing the main ideas
of the passage in the students’ own words. Students write a
one-paragraph summary of the reading, focusing on the key
points in the reading and making sure that all the main ideas are
discussed in the summary. Students must not copy from the
reading .

Restatement: This exercise provides the opportunity to
practice the newly-learned vocabulary in a clearly constructed
paragraph. A particular paragraph is chosen in the reading.
Students read the paragraph several times and then restate the
content in their own words in writing { can also be done orally) .

)
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Unit 1 Susan Butcher
On The Iditarod Trail
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An hour into the race, Susan
Butcher and her sled dog team
| speeded down a hill, skidded off the
trail, and crashed into a fallen tree. ™
. With a hurt shoulder, Susan untan-
gled her sled and team of Alaskan
husky® dogs and continued the gruel-
ing race across the frozen Alsakan
wilderness. It was the fourth year
she had run this race, known as the Iditarod” , and she wanted
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Part 1 Unit 1

very much to win it.

The history of the Iditarod goes back to 1925 when a doctor in
Nome, Alaska, was desperately in need of medicine to stop the
spread of a deadly disease called diphtheria’ . Only a hospital in
Anchorage, 700 miles away, had the supplies he needed. But it
was January, too dangerous to send a boat across the frozen Ber-
ing Sea and too stormy for his tiny airplane. The only hope was to
use sled dog teams following an old native trail through the moun-
tains and tundra® . The medicine was passed from one man and
his sled team to another along the trail. It was named Iditarod after
one of the towns it passed through. Storms of wind and snow,
and temperatures as cold as 60 degrees below zero, did not stop
them, and the medicine was delivered in record time. Most of the
iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race follows the route of the famous medi-
cine run.% It is over 1,000 miles long, and is considered the
toughest race in the world. In 1978 Susan Butcher entered it for
the first time. »

Susan Butcher was born in 1954 in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, and had a love of animals and the outdoors from the time
she was a child. She was athletic and loved to sail. She often
imagined herself sailing around the world by herself. Little did she
know what she would really end up doing.? In her teens Susan
was given a Siberian husky dog and became very interested in the
history of huskies as sled dogs. At the age of 17 she moved to
Colorado where she began to train and run dogs for a racing ken-
nel . After reading about the Iditarod race in a magazine, Susan
moved to Alaska. She worked at several jobs to earn enough
money to buy herself a sled and team of huskies. Susan achieved
her dream of being in the Iditarod after years of hard work and vig-
orous training.

In her first race in 1978 she finished 19th and became the first
woman to finish in the top 20. The following year she finished
ninth, and the third year in fifth place.® In her fourth race in 1982
she came in second. The next year she again finished in the top
20. In 1984 she was leading her team across a frozen waterway
when suddenly the ice began to shake and fall apart. Susan and




More About The USA

her team fell into the frigid water. Her lead dog managed to get to
shore and pulled Susan and the other dogs out of danger. Susan’s
clothes were soaked and already starting to freeze. Nevertheless
she kept going, running for a while to dry her clothes, then riding
the sled so her lungs wouldn’t freeze from her heavy breathing.®
Remarkably, she pulled into Nome in second place.

In 1985 many people thought Susan would win. However, it
was not to be. On the trail, she met a starving moose® , which is
a very large hoofed animal® of the deer family, that attacked her
dogs, killing two and injuring eleven. Susan had to leave the race.
That year, it was another woman, Libby Riddles of Teller, Alaska,
who became the frist woman to win the Iditarod. in 1986 Susan
joined the race again. This time her lead dogs fell off a shelf of
ice.® Susan managed to rescue them and kept going through
blinding snow storms. Sometimes she was so tired she began to
imagine things, such as a forest where there was none. More
than once she lost the snow-covered trail. But others did too, and
Susan won the race. She won again in 1987. In 1988 she became
the first ever to win three Iditarod races in a row.® Unbelievably,
Susan became a winner for the fourth time in 1990. Her strength,
stamina, and dedication® had made her the most famous dog sled
racer in the world.
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VOCABULARY

Complete each definition with one of the following words or phrases.
Guess your answers, then check with a dictionary.

| sled dog team skidded off grueling trail
] untangled desperately vigorous
| frigid kennel stamina
1. A person with has a strong body or mind to

fight tiredness and keep on going.
. Extremely cold is

3. A place where dogs are kept is a
. A group of dogs working together to pull a small vehucle for slid-
ing along snow is a .
5. If a vehicle the road, it would have slipped

sideways out of control.

. Exercise that demands a lot of force and energy is
. A path across rough or wild country is a

N
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More About The USA

8. Something that is very hard and exhausting is .

9. When something is , the twisted parts are
made free.

10. To suffer from extreme need of something is to need it

COMPREHENSION

A. Skimming for Main Ideas

Circle the letter of the best answer.
1. Paragraph 2 is mainly about
a. the history behind the lditarod race.
b. the difficulty of transportation in Alaska.
¢. the suffering of the people in Nome, Alaska.
2. The main topic of Paragraph 3 is
a. Susan Butcher’s move to Colorado.
b. Susan Butcher’s life up to the time of her first Iditarod race.
¢. Susan Butcher’s love of dogs and her work with them in
Colorado.
3. The main topic of Paragraph 4 is
a. Susan Butcher’s historical win in 1978.
b. Susan Butcher’s accident on the trail in 1984.
c. Susan Butcher’s top 20 finishes in spite of all odds.
4. The last paragraph is mainly about
a. Susan Butcher’s courage and determination leading to her
success.
b. Susan butcher meeting disaster and being forced to leave
the 1985 race.
c. Libby Riddles becoming the first woman to win the Iditarod.

B. Scanning for Details

Scan the paragraphs for details. it is not necessary to read the
whole passage again. Some of the following sentences have
incorrect facts. Cross out the incorrect fact and write the correct
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answer above it.

1. The Iditarod Sled Dog Race is over 3,000 miles long.

2. The history of the Iditarod began in 1940 when a doctor in An-
chorage, Alaska, was desperately in need of medicine.

3. At 17 Susan Butcher moved to Colorado and went to college to
become a veterinarian.

4. In her first Iditarod race, Susan Butcher became the first wom-
an to finish in the top 20.

5. A plane couldn’t be used to get the necessary medicine for
measles because they couldn’t find a pilot.

6. In 1985 Susan had to leave the race after a starving moose at-
tacked her dogs.

7. In 1988 Susan Butcher became the first person ever to win
three Iditarod races in a row.

8. Susan Butcher moved to Alaska after someone offered her
a job.

9. In 1984, even after falling into freezing cold water, Susan
Butcher continued the race and came in second.

10. The Iditarod Trail is named after the doctor who sent for the
medicine.

C. Order of Events

Number the sentences to show the correct order.

—Susan Butcher moved to Colorado and began training dogs .

~—Susan Butcher moved to Alaska.

——Medicine was carried along the difficult and dangerous Iditarod
trail.

——People were in danger of getting the deadly diphtheria
disease.

———Susan Butcher entered her first Iditarod race.

——Susan Butcher became the first person to win three Iditarod
races in a row.

——Susan Butcher read about the Iditarod race.
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D. Making Inferences and Drawing Conclusions

The answers to these questions are not directly stated in the pas-
sage. Circle the letter of the best answer.
1. From the passage, it can be concluded that
a. Susan Butcher could probably have won the Iditarod when
she was still in her teens.
b. it takes years of training to develop the strength and ability
to win an lIditarod race.
¢. the Iditarod race is the kind of athletic event that almost any-
one can enter and have a chance to win.
2. It can be inferred from the passage that
a. it was because of the courage and determination of the men
and their sled teams that the people of Nome were saved.
b. other forms of transportation would have been more suc-
cessful than the sled teams in bringing medicine to Nome.
c. it was too late to0 save the people of Nome by the time the
medicine arrived from Anchorage.
3. The passage implies that
a. Susan Butcher achieved success as a result of courage,
hard work, and determination.
b. the 1984 Iditarod was an easy race for Susan Butcher to win.
¢. Susan Butcher was well known even before she began par-
ticipating in the lditarod races.




