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1 Listening Comprehension

1.1 Listening to Short Conversations

Unit 1 Recognizing the Speaker’s Attitude or
Purpose ‘ ,

In some conversations. you’re required to identify the
speaker’s attitude or purpose, such as making an apology, an
offer, a suggestion. a request, etc. The speaker’s attitude or
purpose may be implied in the conversations. but there are still

certain ways to recognize it.

a For this type of test items, you may often hear questions
like;: What does the man/woman mean? What does the
man/woman suggest?,. .

b The speaker’s attitude or purpose may often be understood
from the tone that the speaker halds in the conversation.
“Let’s go to the theater. ” spoken with a rising tone may
often indicate an invitation or a suggestion.

e The following expressions often express., to certain extent,
the speaker’s attitude or purpose;
[ Shall 1. /Can L. /Why not. ... 7
’d love to. but.../I’m sorry....
Example v
" Man: I think we should replace that old typewriter.
’ Woman: Why not the typist?
Third voice; What did the woman suggest?
A Buying a new typewriter.
B Finding a new place for the typewriter.
1



§/  Finding a better typist.
D Questioning the typist.
If you know “why not ... ?” can be used to express a sug-
gestion, you will understand what the woman meant and decide
your right choice C.

Exercises
Directions
For each item below, you will hear a short conversation. In
the blanks, write the letters that indicate each speaker’s attitude or
purpose. .
Example
You hear:
Man: Can I get your books for you?
Woman: Yes. These are mine over there on the desk.
You read and answer:
The manis D .
A making a suggestion
B offering advice
C  giving directions
D/ - offering help
The womanis _B
A confirming
B/ identifying something

C expressing uncertainty
D complaining

1 The woman is
A asking for information
B making an offer
C convincing the man

D asking the man to do something

The man is . ,
A sympathizing B apologizing



C disagreeing D threatening
The woman 1s .
A making a request B offering help

C asking the time D apologizing
The man is

A giving permission

B telling the woman the time

C declining
D sympathizing
The man is

A asking for an opinion
B - making a suggestion
C asking for directions

D taking leave
The woman is

A asking for further information

B offering help

C introducing herself

D feeling sorry for not knowing the wa

The woman is ' '

A expressing anxiety B expressing hope
C making a suggestion D giving information
The man is :
A expressing disagreement

B expressing preference

C expressing probability

D making a guess

The woman is
A complaining
B apologizing

C greeting the man
D expressing disappointment
The man is
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A complaining

B apologizing

C criticizing the woman
D greeting the woman
The man is .

A asking for directions
B expressing preference
C ordering a meal

D requesting service

The woman is
A giving advice

C offering service

The woman is .

A asking for directions
B making a suggestion
C making a comparison
D convincing the man

The man is

A questioning

C explaining

The man is .

A asking for a favour
C requesting service
The woman is .
A accepting

C  declining

The man is .

A asking for directions
C taking leave

The woman is

A complaining

C making an excuse
The man is

offering assistance
giving information

making a suggestion
apologizing

making a suggestion
asking for directions

denying
questioning

making an offer

_complaining

declining an offer
accepting an offer



Unit

- A greeting the woman
B trying to get someone on the phone
C asking for a favour
D requesting service
The woman is
A confirming a statement
B indicating ignorance
C reporting facts
D makirfg an offer
2 ldentifying the Place Where a Conversation
Took Place

Some questions in conversations are about the place where

the conversations took place. Although the answer will not be

given to you directly. there will always be some clues as to the

place;

a

The words and phrases used in the conversation may indi-
cate a place. For example. “stamps . postage .air mail. etc”

may suggest a post office.

The relationship between the speakers may indicate a
place. If the speakers have a doctor patient relationship.
you can assume the most probable place where tbe con-
versation took place is a hospital or a doctor’s office.

The 1opic of/the conversation may also help you to draw a
conclusion about the place. If the speakers are bargaining

about the price. the most likely place where the conversa-

tion was taking place is a market or a shop. v
A glance at the answer choices in advance may tell you the
question is about the place and so you may expect to hear a
question with“where”.

Exercises

Directions



For each item below. you will hear a short conversation. In

the blank . write the letter of answer to the written question accor-

ding to the information in the conversation.

Example

You hear:
Man: Excuse me. but which gate is for flight 2441 to

Chengdu?

Woman: It’s gate 8.

You read and answer :

Where does this conversation most likely take place? D

A

In a restaurant.

At the railway station.

In the post office.

At the airport.

Where does this conversation most probably take place?

A In an office. - B On a farm.
C In a clinic. D In a restaurant.

Where does this conversation most probably take place?

A At a railroad station. = B In an airport.

- C In a classroom. D In Miami.

B
C
1
2
3
4
5

Where does this conversation most likely take place?

A At a church. - B At a library.
C In a bank. D At a theater.

Where does this conversation most probably take place?
A Atalawyer’s office. B At a library.
C At a post office. D - At an airport.

Where does the conversation most probably take place?

A In a bookstore. . B In a library.



C In a classroom. D In a hotel.

6 Where does the conversation most probably take place?
A At a library. B In a hotel.
C In a hospital. D In an elevator.

Where does this conversation most probably take place?

-3

A In a restaurant. B In a bank.

C In a supermarket. D In a service station.
8 Where does this conversation most likely take place?

A At the customs.

B At a department store.

C At an insurance company.

D At a travel agency.

9 Where does this conversation most probably take place?

A On a college campus. B In a bank:
C In a doctor’s clinic. D : In a hardware store.
10 Where do you think this conversation took place?

A At the office. B At a factory.
C In a store. ' D At the bank.

Unit 3 Determining the Identity of a Speaker

Some questions in conversations are about the identity of a
speaker. that is, what the speaker is or who the speaker is.
There are always some clues as to this kind of the questions.

a The words and phrases used in the conversation may indi-
cate a speaker’s identity. For example, books,novels.short
stories. a title. renew, return and due suggest one of the
speakers is a librarian or a reader. = ’

b The topic of the conversation may indicate a speaker’s
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identity. If the speakers are talking about assignments.
one of the speaker is probably a teacher or a student.

c The place of the conversation may indicate a speaker’s
identity. If the conversation took place in hospital. one of
the speakers may be a doctor. or a nurse. or a patient.

d A glance at the answer choices may tell you the question is
about the speaker’s identity and prepare you to answer the
question correctly.

Exercises
Directions
For each item below . you will hear a short conversation which
contains enough information for you to determine the speaker’s
identity. Then you can read the four choices marked A. B. C and
D. In the blank . write the letter of your choice.
Example
You hear:
Woman: Go to bed early and get some rest.Jack.
Man: But I have to study. We’re going to have a history
test tomorrow morning. I failed the last test. so I
must pass this one.

You read and answer ;
What is Jack? A

fy A student. B A teacher.
C A doctor. D A librarian.
1 Who spoke to Robert?
A His advisor. B His teacher.
C His partner. D His boss.
2 What is the man, do you think?
A A professor. B A student.
C A manager. ' D A waiter.
3 Who was Anne?
A A customer. B A student.



C An employee. D A patient.

4 Who is the woman?
A A customer. B A lawyer.
C A customs official. D A saleswoman.
5 What’s the profession of the man?
A Salesman. B Sportsman.
C Teacher. D Surgeon.
6 What is the man’s occupation? :
A Weatherman. B Salesman.
C Landlord. D Repairman.
7  What is the man? .
A A customer. B A taxi driver.
C A shop assistant. D A porter.
8 Who'is the woman?
A A teacher. B A shop assistant.
C A secretary. D A waitress.
9 Who probably is the man?
A The woman’s boss.
B The woman’s husband.
C The woman’s secretary.
D The woman’s father.
10 What is the man?
A ' A postman. B A professor.
C - A doctor. D ¢ A salesman.

Unit 4 Calculating

In some conversations you will have to add, ‘subtract . multi-
ply or divide in order to answer the questions correctly. The cal-
culation involves time. money. price. age. people, things and so
on. :
Here are some hints to help you ta answer this kind of ques-
tions ;

a Before listening. you must have some idea of the basic ex-
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