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Preface

Chen Zhihua

For many years now I have paid attention to Mr.
Gong Kai's ongoing research work concerning
vernacular architecture. He is among the earliest
scholars to focus on the village ensemble as a unit
of research. Gong Kai is an extremely assiduous
individual. With the support of the leadership of
the Department of Architecture of Southeast Uni-
versity, he has year after year guided groups of
students into remote areas of Huizhou in search of
old villages. They mapped and surveyed, carried
out investigations, read genealogical records and
other historical materials, sorted through and ar-
ranged the materials, and in quick succession
published several books — each volume focusing
on a single village — with the expressed purpose of
systematically revealing to the world the
quintessential elements of Huizhou's vernacular
architecture through a compendium titled
“Ancient Architecture in Huizhou Series.” In
June, 1996, Zhong Dekun, the Dean of the De-
partment of Architecture of Southeast University,
wrote in the introduction to the first volume on
Zhangi village, “The successive publication of
volumes in this collection will certainly make
positive contributions to research concering tra-
ditional Huizhou villages and dwellings. It is my
fervent hope that this collection will be welcomed
and win the approval of all types of people. ” The
contributions undoubtedly will be great and in-
deed the work will be welcomed. As a research
specialist in vernacular architecture, I am able to
understand the value of Gong Kai’s achieve-
ments.

The ancient architecture of Huizhou is acknowl-
edged as a resplendent example of Chinese folk
architecture ever since Liu Dunzhen first brought
it to the world’s attention. However systematic

investigation only began with this“Ancient Ar-
chitecture in Huizhou Series. ” It is within this
series that villages became analytical objects for
research, and this is a new development.

The actual patterns of vernacular architecture give
shape to particular settlements. A settlement it-
self is an organic system that contains various
kinds of architecture that are related to the re-
quirements of the system of folk life in the set-
tlement. Each individual structure has its own
position within the overall settlement with its own
value and meaning. Taking the overall village as
a unit of analysis ought to be the fundamental
method of researching vernacular architecture.

This type of research approach ought to be com-
prehensive, just as Zhong Dekun stated: “it
should synthesize architecture, urban planning,
sociology, geography, cultural anthropology, and
folklore in order to comprehensively examine the
whole from many angles. "Gong Kai's specialty is
architectural design and planning. To carry out
this kind of comprehensive research is not at the
outset very easy, yet his pursuit of this objective
is quite clear. Comparing his 1992 volume on
“Tangyue Village” with his 1999 volume “Zhifeng
Village” over these several years, his efforts at
being comprehensive have increased many fold.
He also has given evidence of a further break-
through in terms of desiring to cooperate with
colleagues in the humanities. This actually is a
common method used around the world, but sad-
ly, as he also has said, because of the structure
of one’ s work unit, courses, and time it is very
difficult to carry out. Nonetheless, because of his
talents, I believe that he himself will be able to
overcome these difficulties and place in his own

hands whatever is needed.

At the end of November 1999, 1 first saw Gong
Kai in the Nanxijiang area of Zhejiang province,
and then in 2000 met him again in Luliangshan,
His thinking was clear, reactions sharp, and I
came to admire his talents. Furthermore, [ have
even a more profound admiration for his profi-
ciency as a professor of planning and design who
has expanded his repertoire of talents in order to
carry out his academic work. Persevering year
after year, without hesitating or wavering, he has
carried forth with his long - term project. Making
money and becoming rich for many professors has
been a difficult to resist temptation. Some pro-
fessors say before “jumping into the sea”
[ pursuing business interests] that they plan to
make some money while carrying out their aca-
demic work. However, this is indeed difficult. I
personally had never seen an academic who pur-
sued“money” who was been able to attend as well
to academic work. Gong Kai, however, has al-
lowed me to see an exception. I have even greater
admiration for him since he uses the money he
earns in order to invest it in his “Ancient Archi-
tecture in Huizhou Series” . Maintaining income
and expenditures in balance is the measurement
of his “jumping into the sea. It may also be said
that he makes money in order to support his aca-
demic work. In the face of material wants to have
this kind of strong self — restraint while persisting
in academic work is all too rare.

I am extremely pleased that Gong Kai is this kind
of traveling companion on the academic route,
and it is my hope that there will be even more.

October 2000




B%

Contents

F  Preface

E—Ho BRERIR Part 1 Xiaogi Outline

BHERE—REMIEAIE  Location of Xiaogi
REZINFE FBE2SE  Plan of Shang Xiaogi 1911

B RILI ——— MG RN R 5K

Xiaoqi Record——Cultural and Architectural Survey of a Traditional Village in Huizhou

ERRE BT RAEE X
Symbolic Meaning of Dragon Lamp in Shang Xiaogi

E B4 LBEEE Part2 Shang Xiaogi

FREAR

15  Jingshi Residence

RHE  Ronglu Residence

KK% Dafu Residence

f&HR%  Rulin (Confucian Scholar’s) Residence
ZJE  Old House

HFHE R AW Dunyi Hall

HAth  Others

No o a2 0 b~

19

34

37

38
44
51
58
62
65
72
75



B%

Contents

H=#9 THEE Pant3 Xia Xiaogi

TREMSRL

© ©®ONO O s b=

H# %  Rixin Hall

H#&% Rixing Hall

EHF (AERE) Shangchun Fang (Upper Village House)
BFFE  Jixu Hal

65.66 S House # 65&#66

5 JuyiHal

EEKFEHE  wang’s Ancestral Hall

JTR The Hall

Hft others

¥ MNEB45 £3B  Part4 Shangdan

lst::t 7)1

No o~ Nd =

B{_# (T L) Shuren Hall (Tingshang)
%45 Wuben Hall

HABE  Yifu Hall

TR New House

#E  Book House

JUit R/ Nine - Generations Living Together
Hftb Others

BHR BERM TGS AMEN  Appendix

J5iE  Afterword

79

80

92
102
107
110
115
118
119
120
121

123

124
132
138
141
146
152
156
157

159

162




Xiaogi Outline




BREE—RENIBAE

Location of Xiaoqi
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B k% £ & Master Plan of Xiaogi Village
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View of Alley in Xia Xiaoqi
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Environment of Shuikou in Xia Xiaoqi
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