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Part One A First Look

@ Look and Say

Directions: Look at the picture below and discuss the questions with your classmates.
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&‘ Questions for Discussion

1. What's the festival connecied with Jesus Christ?
2. Why are they walking so hurriedly?
3. Where are they? Judge from the picture.



® Reading the passage

Directions: Read the following passege within 10 minutes and try to get the main idea through your
first reading.

The Christmas Story

By Matthew

1 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about; His mother Mary was pledged to be married
io Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy
Spirit. Because Joseph, her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

2 But after he had considercd this, an angel of the Lord appeared o hitn in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 10 a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. ”

3 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet; “The virgin will be
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”, which means “God
with us. ”

4  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the
name Jesus.

5 Afier Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been bomn king of the Jews? We
saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. ”

6 When King Herod heard this, he was disturbed, and so did all the Jerusalem. When he had
called all the pontiffs and the priests together, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.
“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written; *But you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judea, are by no means least among the rulers of Judea; for out of you
will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel. " Then Herod called Magi secretly
and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so

bt

that I may go and worship him, too.

7  After they had heard the king, they went on their way. The star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them, and it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were overjoyed.

8  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they apened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, incense and
myrch. Having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they retumed to their country by
another route.

9 When they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said,
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“take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going
to search for the child to kill him. ™

10 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he
stayed until Herod died. And so it was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out
of Egypt I called my son. ”

11 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave
orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were about two years old, in
accordance with the time he had leamed from the Magt. Then what was said through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled: “ A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great moumning Rachel is
weeping for her children and refuses to be comforted, because they are no more. ”

12 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,
“Get up, take the child and his mother and go o the land of Israel, for those who were trying to
take the child's life are dead. ”

13 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard
that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the distriet of Galilee, and he went and
lived in a town called Nazareth, so it was fulfilled what was said through the prophets; “He will

be called a Nazarene. ”
(823 words)

@® Words and Expressions

pledge [ pledz] v. solemn promise to; vow {£iE; FMN
righteous [ 'rait[as] adj. doing what is morally right; obcying the law morally justifiable IEEL#; 5F
B EXM; EXH
expose [iks'pauz] #t. uncover; leave uncovered or unprotected; make known {ER; HRZ; &
¥
disgrace [ dis'greis] n. loss of respect; favour and reputation BlL%f; A~&E; HHA &M
conceive [ken'si;v] #. to become pregnant $f2&
fulfill [ful'fil] ». perform or complete a task, duty, etc; do what is required by conditioning J& 77
(LAEEH); M (BEFFETEENE)
prophet ['prafit] n. person who teaches religion and claim that his teaching comes to him directly
from God STHI; RMRFH
virgin [ 'vardgin] n. girl or woman { and in recent use, man ) who has not experienced sexual union
& (R, &5)
Magi [ 'meidsai] n. the Magi, the three wisc men from the East who hrought offering to the infant
Jesus AT RBAME BB =PEN (AH=ZHF1)
disturb [ dis'tasb] #¢. break the quiet, calm, peace or order of; put out of the right or usual
position; upset &, ; HBL; BEAL; HMERh; MEA
incense [in'sens] »t. make angry; incensed by somebody's conduct #15%; SE AT LEE
myrrh [mo:] n. sweet-smelling, bittentasting kind of gum or resin obtained from shrubs, used for



making incense and perfumes %Y ; FZOH

outwit [aut'wit} v o surpass in cleverness or cunning; outsmart MY, &5------ i+
vieinity { vi'siniti] n. nearness; closeness of relationship; neighborhood T ; HYIAYEF; Bk
X

weep [ wip vi&wt. (liter) crv; let tears fall from the eyes { 30) 3837; Wi
~ for joy HRHR I IL
~ over one's misfortunes 3¢ A B E R RN
mourn [ moun] vi&vt. feel or show sorrow or regrel {for /over) ; grieve 3 f§i; LML
reign [rein] n. (period of ) sovereignty, rule £#¢; GG ¥, T8
vi. be influential; prevail F# Iy, B85

® Proper Names

Jesus Chrst [ 'dziizes kraist] HE
Mary ['meori] FI ¥

Joseph [dzauzif] 492

Judea [ dzu:dia] Rl MF
Bethlehem [ 'beflihem] 1A 4B
Jerusalem [ dze'ruzsalom] HE B& §407%
Israel ['izreiol] LA{EF)

Jeremiah [ dzeri'mais] HRFI2K, HSHIKH
Ramah {'ra:ma] 3%

Archelaus [ ‘atkiles] FATZEEHE
Galilee ['gzlali] ANRIA]

Nazareth [ 'nezorio] SEHH

® Phrases
be pledged to do . .. give; engage; make an undertaking to do sth, B £#
in accordance with in agreement or conformity with #XB, HiE

® Cuitural Hints

Immanuel It comes from the seventh chapter of “Isaiah” of Bible Stary “The virgin will be
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanue). ” Immanuel, the name of
Jesus chrst, it means “ God with us” .

BUBF (F£) F CUREN HLERZY CHEFRLETRT, AMIKLY
R, UBFAEEH (R2) FAFUBERZEIASHBERLBHIR, BX
" EFmERAIIEAET .

Bible Story  The Old Testament of the Bible covers mostly the time from around 1500 B. C. 1o
100 A, D. The first five books are the Pentateuch {(or the Books of Moses; or the Torah) and are

sacred 1o three religions—Jews, Chrnstians, and Moslems. The New Testament of the Bible was
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written around 70 to 110 A. D. The first four books of the New Testament ( called the “Gospels” }
tell the story of Jesus Christ—each difference in its presentation and style of the writer. Jesus Christ’s
life (from the virgin birth to His ministry, cruecifixion, and resurrection) is the basis for the four
Gospels, the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Jesus taught to love others as much as
yourself and to love God as the one and only God. Jesus performed many miracles and healings,
deseribed the Kingdom of Heaven, and told people how to live as God wished them to live. Jesus'
many story-illustrations were used to direct the people with things familiar to them. Jesus selected
twelve disciples (since there were 12 “tribes™ of Israel) to help Him and to spread the Word of
God. Conflict with religious leaders ( Pharisees and Sadducees) led to His crucifixion (death on the
cross) after it was approved by Roman leaders (at the time of Jesus, Rome ruled the Jewish
people, who longed fur freedom) . Jesus Chost's death/sacrifice led to the saying: “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. ”

(Z&) & (AL H) F (FHed) ARNEEHMEH, (HALB) 4#FT
HAHEE, FEAFRELITH 1500 £ 32478 100 FHEQFE, HERABERAHR
. BEEHE. P ZHHENTEEA, (FaeHh) FYETBEENE THRKK Y
g, BRESHEE, (FHL2H) &, B oIt AESHRE, e ANEL
WHEE, YACHEEREHFAZPHREMELITHERE,

The History of the Christmas Tree The tradition of having an evergreen tree become a
symbol of Christmas goes back past recorded written history.

The Druids in ancient England & Gaul and the Romans in Europe both used evergreen branches
to decorate their homes and public buildings to celebrute the Winter Solstice. Over the years, these
traditions were adopted by Christians, who incorporated them as pari of their Christmas holiday
celebration.

Trees used specifically to cclebrate Christmas are mentioned in the early 1600’s in Germany and
surrounding countries. The families would set up these trees in a prominent location of their home
and decorate them with colored paper, small toys, food, and sometimes candles. As these people
moved or immigrated to other countries, they brought this tradition with them.

Through the years many different things were used to decorate Christmas irees. As the world
moved into the 1900’s, many trees were decorated with strings of popcorn, homemade cards and
pictures, cotton to look like snow, candy in all shapes and sizes, and occasionally, fancy store
make glass balls and hand blown glass figurines. Candles were sometimes used, but often caused
devastating fires. Electric tree lights were first used just years after Thomas Edison had his first mass
public demonstration of electric lights back in 1897, The early Christmas tree lights were handmade
and quite expensive.

Today, Christmas tree ornaments can be found in nearly cvery size, color, and shape
imaginable, and they are used to decorate the millions of Christmas trees used throughout the world.

EEM AFTEREAZEVETN TR —TEE. BELERZERAHERFEREAN
TEKH T L AL ERAITEROMERE S ACKET, BRXPA T RETH—HEK
Bk, REl6HEL, MERHFAIERNANBHAEL, DA, HREEENT TR



LAREL 2Ty, BER MITHER, X OEHREUFE T Hbr, #A 19 HELE, FER
gL, BUBRIE, FA . ME, DERE, BAS, BARSHEEEEARR
B, ZMERHTHTRE, AMIFHRBTITH SR, HEYNIRRSH, BE, X3
MR ERERRET .

® Vocabulary Map

(D Directions: The following vocabulary map may help you form a schema on the main idea of the
passage . Fill in the map with what you think suitable according to the passage.

#
<
x
&
) )]
iR
. 2
Fe. |
%
(2) Directions: State the main idea of the text on the basis of the vocabulary map. You may begin 7
with the sentence given.
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about ; @
® Reading Comprehension
Directions: Read the passage carefully and find the answer of the following questions. [_Z.-.I
1. What is the story about?
2. Why did Joseph want to divorce Mary quietly?
3. What does “Immanuel” mean? %

4. What did the Magi want to do to the ¢hild?
3. Why did Joseph escape to Egypt?
6. What did the King Herod do then?
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7. How many times did the angel wamn Joseph?

® Vocabulary and Structure

Directions; Fill in the following blunks with the proper form of the words listed below.

™ disturb - pledge o exp;ose i disegrace |
fulfill vicinity weep incense

. A man who commits a crime and is sent to prison brnings on himself and his family.

1
2. She opened the door quietly so as not to the sleeping child.
3, There isn’t a good school in the
4. She over her sad fate.
. His father was 10 buy him a new bicycle as his birthday gift.

5

6. She was by her sister’s naughty conduct,

7. The reporter wrote an atticle to the deeds of the headmaster.
8

. Angel would help us to our dream if we go on hard working.

Part Two " Look Again |

@ Timed Reading (1)

Directions; Try to finish reading the following passage in 5 minutes and then do the exercises,

How to Pick the Perfect Christmas Tree

Some people consider the selection of a tree to be one of the most important decisions to make
during the Holiday Season. Many people will travel from site to stte, farm to fatm to look for the
quintessential (¥§AEAJ) Christmas Tree. This passage is dedicated to those people that simply go to
the neighborhood provider and select the first tree they find. The advice offered here will assist you in
finding a trce that will stand as a welcome decoration for your home.

(1) Always check for freshness. The proper way to check a tree for freshness is to gently grasp
alimb (4) in your fingers and pull towards you, going with the direction of the needles. The
needles of the tree should be brightly colored, give off a good scent and only a few fall off in your
hand. If the needles are hard, dull and quile a few come off, the tree has already dried out and
won't last long in your home.

(2) Don't buy a tree that’s bigger than the space available (8] #]F#). Keep in mind that the
average tree stand adds four (o six inches to the height of the tree and the star, angel, or top knot
{#845), car add as much as 12 inches, It’s best to measure the available space before you leave to
purchase the tree.

(3) Know how much of the tree you can afford. Tree prices can range from $35 to $ 100 or



more [ It should be about the same as last year’s or might be a little cheaper. It’s best to have realistic
(HM5EHY, SEBRRY) prices in mind when you go to pick out your tree.

(4} If you want the best quality, buy the tree as soon as you can. You might try checking with
your local nursery, to find out when they are expecting the next shipment of trees to arrive. Get there
as soon as pessible to find the best of them.

(5) As soon as you get the (ree home, you should cut the tree about 1/2 an inch off the
bottom. This is to expose fresh cambium (£ 8{/Z) which hasn't been sealed off by drying. Your tree
will then be able to drink more freely.

(6) Once the tree is up, give it water immediately. You can expect your tree to drink at least
1 gallon of water in the first 24 hours when it's in your home.

(7) Please remember 1o keep the tree away from fireplaces, heaters, close heat registers that

might blow towards the tree. And avoid placing your tree under direct intense (IEHERFUIAY ) lights.
{457 words)

® Reading Exercises

Directions: The following statements are all based on the passage vou've just read. Decide whether
they are true or fci:lse. Put T for true and F for false in the space provided.

1. The selection of a tree is one of most important decisions to make during the Holiday
season,

_ The needles of the tree should be brightly colored, give off a good scent.
If your house 1s 2 meters high, you'd better buy a tree which is at least 1. 95 meters 1all.
Tree prices are certainly higher than that last year.
Once the tree is up, give it water immediately.
You can not cut about 1/2 an inch off the hottom hecause it will die.

You should buy the tree as scon as possible if you want the best price.

pe = v th R W

Keep the tree away from the fireplaces, heaters, and close heat registers.

® Timed Reading (2)

Directions; Read the following passage within 4 minutes and then do the exercise.

The Memorable Christmas

1 It was a Christmas moming, Ruby Chan would not forget for the rest of her life. Being an office
worker, she had to commute (FEFTEIZ ) to work every day by MTR ( Motor Tram H % ).

2 It happened at about 10: 30 a m. She was waiting for a train on the platform at Causeway Bay
Station. Before she could shout for help the crowds behind pushed her into the rail tracks below.
3 Luckily, she fell into the 60cm deep well between the rails, designed originally for MTR

workmen to use in case of an emergency. She ¢scaped with a cut on the head and a sprained (4

i) leg

4 “It was terribly frightened as people around were screaming after I had fallen. However, [
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managed to lie down as flat as a pancake. ” said Ms Chan. “Then I felt an overwhelming force
rush over me and a sharp pain to my head. ” Part of the train struck her head a glancing blow,
eausing a cut which needed seven stitches (%%} ).

Ms Chan admilted that she had gone beyond the yellow line along the platform edge despite
MTR warning and was only thirly centimeters from the edge when she fell.

After the train stopped, MTR conductor leaped down to the rails and helped her climb up to

the platform. She was immediately taken to a hospital. She was discharged after treatment.
(237 words)

@ Comprehension Exercises

Directions: Choose the best answer for each of the following based on the passage above.
1. What happened to Ms Chan while she was waiting for a train?

A, She fell onto the platform.

B. She fell into the gap between the platform and the train.
C. She fell onto the rails.

D. She fell into a pit (%) in the middle of the rails.

. By Chan’s own account,

A. she had positioned herself at a further point on the platform than allowed by MTR regulation
B. the force of MTR pulled her down

C. a man in the crowd deliberately pushed her and caused her fall
D. she was suicidal ( B 22/%) that day

. Why do you think Ms Chan had not been kilied?

A. It was because the driver braked the train in time.
B. It was because she managed to keep the greatest part of her body in the well,
C. It was because her size was so small that she could fit herself completely in the well.

D. It was hecause the train had hardly stopped when she fell in the well.

. Which word in Paragraph 4 tells us that Ms Chan was only hit lightly and quickly?

A. Overwhelming, B. Rush. C. Sharp. D. Glancing.

Part Three Look Back

1 ® Cloze

&

Directions: Complete the short paragraph with proper words in the box, and change the form or tense

where necessary.

‘ shui repeat whole after everyone

kitchen more feel in curiously




I live in a crowded house. On Christmas Day I wanted something in that house, so 1 went

outside to get it.

I sat down on the front porch ([} and waited. [ knew, soon (I , I would get what I
wanted. (@) a few minutes my twin ( SUHIAG ) brothers came out and sai beside me. “Hey,
Maggie, what are yon doing out here?” they asked.

“I'm looking for something inside the house. ™ Isaid 3

“Can we try to guess what you want in the house?” they asked.

“Sure. " I said, so the twins starled to guess. Was it a book? No. A kite? No. The dog?
No. Was it animal, vegelable, or material? No, no, no.

They gave up. One of them thought it would be wise to get some help from our elder sister,
Becky. So he cried, “Becky! Come out here and help us guess what Maggie is looking for. ”

“OK. " she sat down on the porch with {4}  else. Now the porch was getting crowded. “Is
it animal, vegetable or material 7”

“We already asked that!” both the boys shouted.

“Okay, okay. Hmm. .. is it bigger than a bread box?”

“No. " T said. Becky wried some (5}  questions. | said “no” to everything,

Finally Becky gave up too. She went to the door and called, “Hey! Mom!”

Our mother came outside with paint on her hands. “ Would you help us try 10 guess what
Maggie wants in the house. " Becky said.

“Okay. Is it round? Squarc? Could I _ &  it?” When I said “no” to these questions, she

said, “This is very interesting, Let’s give your father a chance of it. Peter!”

Then Dad came running out of the (70 . He was always baking things. “I'm making a
cake. ”

“Dad, try to guess what Maggie wants in the house. ”

“My cake?” He was disappointed when [ said no. He tried other things. But no, it wasn’t any
of those things.

“Well, I give up. ” the rest of the family just sat ov the porch of the empty house, staring at
me and thinking.

I stood up and @ the front door. “De all of you really want to know what [ wanted inside
the house?” “Yes!” shouted the (@) family.

“Privacy (#E®)!” I said as I stcpped inside the house and locked the door. “Privacy!” I

1  and I laughed because I got some.

@® Translation

Directions; Trenslate the following paragraph taken from « letter answering o girl, Then discuss in
groups for the best version io be presented 1o the whele class.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Sunta Claus. He exists as certainly as love, generosity and devotion

exist, and you know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! How

dreary would be the world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if there werc no

Virginias. There would be no childlike faith, no poetry, no mmanee and no enjoyment, except the

# B % B & @
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emply and desolate in the world.
® Writing

Directions: Make a short discussion with vour classmates and try to find some information from ol
kinds of references, and then write an article based on one of the topics below.

1. Why are Christmas presents given®

2. Why are they delivered on Christmas Eve?

3. Why do we hang up a Christmas stocking?

4. Why does Santa wear a baggy red suit?

5. Why does Santa use reindeers?
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The cultures of the world are full of unexpected

green bananas with special value and meaning

Donald Baichelder



Part One A First Look

® Look and Say

Directions: Look at the picture and discuss the questtons with your partner,

& M % B & ¥ B ¥ B 2 B

Questions for discussion
I. What's the woman do you think ?
& 2. Does anyone around you believe the supernatural power?
3. Why are there so many witches and wizards in the world?
4. What are the differences among fables, myths and legend slories?

5. What are the differences of myths between the western and eastern countries?



