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Zhai Zongzhu, male, was born in 1938, in Caohu City, Anhui
Province. In 1960 he g.raduated from Fine Arts Section of Wannan University
(the predecessor of Anhui Normal University). He is now a member of the Chi-
nese Artists Association, director of Anhui Artists Association, associate profes-
sor and Chairman of Fine Arts Department of Anhui Normal University.

He has published An Introduction to Fine Arts in Religion.

He is good at Chinese colour-ink painting and water-colour painting. His
art products have been exhibited at home and abroad. In 1991, he held art ex-

hibition of his own in the city of Celle in Germany. His works are widely circu-

lated in the United states, England, Austria, Japan, Bulgarian and Germany,

and as well as in regions.of Hong Kong and Taiwan.
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A New Page of Fine Arts in China
Zhai Zongzhu’s Colour and ink Paintings

Guo Yin

His flower and bird paintings. complex and obscure;

His figure paintings, magical and fluctuating;

His landscape paintings, free and easy.

Mr. Zhai Zongzhu’s paintings on Chinese Xuan paper are outstanding. They
are not fully like traditional Chinese paintings or western oil and water-colours
but a universal aesthetic perception of art is strongly felt.

I have appreciated his work since the first time I laid eyes on his paintings
and read some of his original ideas on fine arts in an introduction he wrote for
his art exhibition.

Colour and Ink Painting is a brilliant exposition of Zhai’s artistic pattern

and his philosophy of art. This book is designed to reveal,step by step,the magic
of colour and ink painting and the way to master it. It puts forward a principle
that once you master something you will find how simply it really is. Through-
out the book , Zhai has continued to _develop his spirit of investigation and explo-
ration. He boldly voices his original ideas, explaining the “mystery of
mysteri&c"’ by Lao Zhi as the “black of blacks. ” Is his explanation in agreement
with the essense of Lao Zhi’s thinking?

“Wash painting is characterized by an easy .lyrical mobility. ”why not wa-
tet colour painting?

“Colour and ink painting is characterized by real richness and boldness. ”
why not oil painting?

There are more brilliant and challenging ideas that can stand close scrutiny
in this book.

In the early 50s, Chiang Feng. a well known painter in the National A-
cademy of Fine Arts, advocated that colour and ink painting is a branch of tra-
ditional Chinese painting. He claimed that since we could classify oil painting,
watercolour, and gouache by their material base, why not do the same with

colour and ink painting?



Zhai, however, points out that colour and ink painting is not merely a
product of colour and ink. He gives priority of colour to bring out the object
while ink plays the role of mediator and line-drawer. These principles are im-
portant; harmony , balance and combination of condensation and expansion. The
format is determined by four elements; apart from the employment of colour
and the combination of colour and ink, there is movement of lines and make-up
of mechanism. Still further, the author points out that taking colour as its medi-
um colour and ink painting differs from wash painting which takes water as its
medium. Colour and ink painting emphasizes the blankness in the painting as the
movement, while traditional Chinese painting takes it as a component of the
whole painting. The author expounds his idea that colour and ink painting, bred
in the Chinese tradition and employing the artistic patterns of modern and clas-
sicél western paintings, pursues an image, a combination of traditional and mod-
ern styles. Colour and ink painting is shaped by ink penetrating into colour; the
line structure is retained. its colour the summarization of colours in nature and
the expression of subjective feelings. The angle of this kind of painting is
achieved by a diversified focal point. The colour perspective is well suited irre-
spective of colour variation, brightness or purity. Zhai also relates in detail spe-
cific methods of how to draw colour and ink painting.

_This book on colour and ink painting turns a new page of fine arts in Chi-
na. As a combination of theory and practice, it will lead readers into a new
sphere of artistic appreciation. But I believe Zhai will not be satisfied with those
who are constrained by what he has opened up to them. He hopes they may cre-
ate original styles of their own.

The author of this book , Zhai Zongzhu. was born from a peasant’s family
and has not followed an easy path in life. He is now Chairman of Fine Arts De-
partment in Anhui Normal University, associate professor, a scholar and

painter.

Hefei City, Anhui Province
April 15, 1992
(English tr. Gu Xuman)
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