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Abstract

The May 4" era was very important in modern Chinese history,
especially in the great change of Chinese ideology. The trend of re-
thinking Confucianism in the May 4™ followed the historical orbit of
the transformcation of modern China’s ideology and culture, inspired
the new democracy culture. Based on the trend of rethinking Con-
fucianism, there rose a surge of culture and a historic testing trend
about Chinese traditional culture, which is delegated by Confucius
and his doctrne, Confucius and his theory underwent a severe test
in the May 4 era.

The trend of rethinking Confucianism which was ignored by
scholars is a cultural movement of rnodern national salvation enlight-
enment, which had plentiful and profound ideology cultural conno-
tation. It began at the time of Yuan Shikai restoration, marked by
the publishing of The Youth, ended at the time when the May 4™
new culture movement was over, marked by the argument of sci-
ence and meraphysics. So, the trend of rethinking Confucianism
and the May 4™ new culture movement were happened during the
same time ard their content were interrelated. This new cultural
movement wanted to break Chinese feudalism cultural ideals and sys-
tem of value, which was delegated by Confucius’s theory; to re-
thinking Conucius and his theory, then save it from the feudalism
ideology, to establish the spirit of science and democracy, to reform
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our national culture’s psychology structure thoroughly, toopen up a
glorious way for the development of new democracy culture by using
Marxism as theory and using Russia’s way as the method of the re-
form of culture. The object and the aim of rethinking of Confucian-
ism are as same as the May 4" new culture movement, but the
trend of rethinking of Confucianism had it’s bright cultural charac-
ter, it made the new culture movement plentiful byre valuate Chi-
nese traditional culture’s modern value in a culture subject that had
perfectly corcrete but was concerning the overall situation. The
trend of rethinking Confucianism developed in three different fields
by three interrelated threads, focusing rethinking and criticizing
Confucianism, differing the old and knew. Firstly, it caught the
social theme of old and new change of beginning of the Republic of
China, struggled in social politics field (in politics ideology field
mostly), by opposing the back to the ancient ideology and the
restoration of monarch, and trying to prevent the reversed trend of
the social politics. Secondly, it concentrated on the self reform of
Chinese culture, searching for it’s evolving form and way, took old
new struggle by penetrating into the bottom of national culture’s
psychology structure. Thirdly, searching for the ways of reforming
Chinese cultare and establishing Chinese modern culture's reform
and orientation that was conformed to the direction of advanced cui-
ture, by coraparing Chinese culture with the west’s in the develop-
ing background of world culture. It seemed that their development
were paralleled, but in fact, they went forward step by step from
the viewpoirt of logic. In May 4" movement era, peoples active
thinking set up surging culture rapids around the three ways, just
like note around melody. From complicated phenomena of culture

rapids, we can see the relation between the trend of rethinking
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Confucianism and the new culture movement. So, we set up a new
research method to study the new culture movement from the angel
of rethinking Confucianism.

It formed a huge old new opposed cultural tie in the May 4%
era, which opened up a perfectly large question field. For exam-
ples, cultural conservation and cultural development, cultural con-
servation and cultural import, democracy and science, Marxism
and Socialism, Chinese traditional culture and modern west culture,
the form and reform of the psychology structure of the Chinese na-
tion, etc. All the questions were gathered around the histortc
theme which s known as the development from tradition to modern.
In the process of solving these problems, the thinker’ s theory
thinking became more and more important, new terms also added
day by day. At the same time, the opposites appeared the weak-
ness of extrerne. It is impossible to solve the particularly huge mat-
ters perfectly in very short time, it needed a period of time from the
history. So, some essential question were resolved temporarily in
theory, such as the modern direction of Chinese culture, the essen-
tial reform of the cultural psychology structure of the Chinese na-
tion, etc, they just needed be examined by practice. But some par-
ticular questions must be discussed deeply. The research about Chi-
nese culture and Chinese developing way which happened after the
May 4™ movement era originated from the question fields which was
in the trend of rethinking Confucianism.

This thesis took Marxism historical theory and cultural theory
as guide, tcok historical methods as tool, committed the object in
historicism way, and analyzed it in theory, then judged its the his-
torical and cultural position. This thesis doesn’t agree 1o use the
paradigms of CCP history’s or politics history’s for research on the
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new cultural movement, because the important rethinking Confu-
cianism trenc. in the May 4™ moveraent era was covered up in the in-
fluence and control of this paradigra, so it’s very difficult 1o analyze
the new culture movement deeply in a historical and cultural way,
difficult to recognize the development phenomena of the culture in
the May 4" movement era, and it’s impossible to study the whole
May 4" age; this thesis oppose the paradigms of the “historical phi-
losophy” and the “cultural philosophy”, which were established to
criticize the trend of rethinking Confucianism and the new culture
movement by the foreign scholars, the thesis think that all subjec-
tive and over historical theory can’t recognize the reality of historical
and cultural movement which is hidden in the back of the historical
phenomena.

According to the principle of “seek the truth from facts”, this
thesis firstly set up the concepts of trend of rethinking Confucianism
and the criticizing Confucianism new cultural movement, studied
the development of the bright interaction between the trend of re-
thinking Confucianism and the new culture movement in a full view.
This thesis was based on primary materials, used Marxism's histori-
cal and cultural theory as ideology weapons, followed the tracks of
internal and external learning developments, then gathered some
opinions which were concerned to the overall situation of the re-
search of the May 4™ new culture movement. This thesis doesn’t a-
gree the “total anti tradition theory” which was originated from o-
verseas scholars, argued that there’s no “rotal anti — tradition” the-
ory or practice in neither the trend of rethinking Confucianism nor
the whole new culture movement, ‘“total anti — tradition” is just a
subjective and fictitious conception; doesn’ t agree the internal re-
searchers’ theory of “national salvation and the enlightenment paral-
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leled, national salvation overwhelmed enlightenment™, argued that
national salvation and enlightenmen: is a dialectical unity, “parallel”
and “overwhelm” appeared because they separated the relations be-
tween national salvation and enlightenment, made them opposed
subjectively; doesn’'t agree the researchers’ theory of “just over-
throw but no establish, destroyism was current”, and its derivative
“revolution is excessive, leave revolution”, think the criticism to
“distroyism” was serious, while there was not real historical target
in the May 4% movement age, but there were full of loopholes in
theory ; don't agree the theory of “national salvation broke off en-
lightenment, new culture movement was made up by two periods”
and its derivative “praise the former, censure the later” and “cen-
sure the former, praise the later”, think that both the trend of re-
thinking Confucianism and the new culture movement were continu-
ally developed cultural entirety, historical and cultural theme were
never suspended; don’t agree the very popular theory of “praise Li
(Dazhao), censure Chen (Duxiu)”, think that we should elimi-
nate the unhistorical ideals, evaluate historical persons including
thinkers based on facts, and so forth. This thesis deemed all these
extreme views were just come from the paradigms of “histarical phi-
losophy” and “cultural philosophy”, it can be overcome only by sci-

entific metheds of historicism.

Key words: May 4™ era The trend of Rethinking Confucian-
ism New Culture Movement Cultural Surges Tradition and Mod-

ernism The I'uture of Chinese Cultur
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