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Ditterent Places, Different Animals

ifferent kinds of animals live

in different kinds of places.

For example, polar bears live
in the freezing cold Arctic. You
would never see one in the South
American rain forest. Flamingos
wade around in swampy wetlands.
They are never seen bounding
across the African grasslands.
The special kind of place where
an animal lives is called the
polar bear animal’s habitat.

flamingo [fla'mmgau, fla'mingo] n. k 7| &
habitat ['habitzt, 'heba tet] n.i% & 3
swampy ['swpmpl, 'swampi] a.;Z %44
wetland ['wetlend, 'wetleend] n.;8 3., 33 #
‘. bound [baund, baund] V.t ¥ wade [weid, wed] v. 3§ #



flamingo

The polar bear’s thick, heavy fur is just right for
keeping out the Arctic cold. The flamingo’s long,
skinny legs are perfect for wading in swamps and
marshes. These animals are just right for the habitats
in which they live. Being just right for a habitat is
called being adapted.

Turn the page to visit habitats all over the
world. Find out about the amazing ways animals
are adapted to their habitats.

skinny ['skini] a. & & 545, & ¢4 adapt [o'dept] v.i& N
marsh [ma:f, marf] n. ;g &4, amaze [o'meiz, 9'mez] v.{& ¥




CHAPTER 2

The Arctic:
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he Arctic, way up near the North Pole, is very

cold. The ground is covered with snow almost

all year long. There are not very many trees or
plants. In the summer, the Sun never really sets,
but in fall and winter, it is dark most of the time.
The temperature in winter is usually about -30°
Fahrenheit (-34° Celsius) and it can get even colder.
Arctic animals are adapted for life in a cold place.
They have some interesting ways of keeping warm
and protecting themselves.

all year long #3 Fahrenheit ['feeran hait] n. 4 X2 &

P Celsius ['selsios, 'selsios] n. 3% K2 A
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One way Arctic animals stay warm is by having
lots of fur. Another is by having a lot of fat. Polar
bears have both: lots of warm fur and a thick layer
of fat just under the skin. The fat acts like an extra
layer of clothing to keep out the cold.

Seals and walruses have a thick layer of fat, too.
It is called blubber. The thick layer of blubber under
their skins keeps them warm, even in the freezing
waters of the Arctic Ocean.

Meet the Walrus

Size: Up to 12 feet long
Weight: Up to 3,000 pounds
Life Span: Up to 40 years
Favorite Food: Shellfish

Main Enemy: The polar bear

Interesting Fact: The walrus’s
tusks are really very long
teeth. A walrus uses its tusks
to defend itself and as hooks
when climbing out of the
water onto ice.

keep out 4% .- it A blubber ['blaba, blaba] n. &5 (&)
seal [si:l, sil] n. %&£ shellfish ['felfif, 'felfif]
walrus ['wo:lras, 'wolras] n.:% £ n¥f, BEHEKEN
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Arctic hare

Believe it or not, having small ears helps keep an
animal warm. A lot of the warmth from an animals
body escapes through the ears. Arctic animals need
to keep in all the body heat they can. The Arctic
hare has smaller ears than most rabbits. And the
Arctic fox’s ears are smaller than those of foxes that
live in warmer habitats.
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Many of the animals living in the Arctic are
white. They are hard to see because they blend in
with the white snow. Coloring that makes an animal
blend in with its surroundings is called camouflage.

Camouflage protects the white Arctic hare from
other animals that might hunt and kill it for food.
Camouflage helps animals that hunt, too. The white
polar bear can creep over the snow and ice and
never be seen by the seals it hunts and eats.

Crafty Camoulflage

What you will need:

two white sheets and one red
pair of scissors sheet of construction paper

. .. .. .. o
Cut small shapes out of the red sheet and out of one of the
white sheets. Put the red and white shapes down on the other
white sheet. Which are easier to see—the red shapes or the
white shapes? The white shapes are camouflaged.

blend [blend, blend] v.;&4 creep [kri:p, krip] v.Jfe 4t
camouflage ['kemufla:3, kemo, flaz] n. 43
surrounding [sa'raundi, sa'raundm] n.ZR3%,
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The Arctic fox and the Arctic
hare actually change color. In the

summer, when the snow melts,
@ they shed their white fur and

How .

dnn.:: grow a grayish coat. When the
color help snow comes back, their white
the Arctic il

~ I fur grows back again!

e
shed [fed, fed] v.pi 3
grayish [grenf, grei*1f| a.;% & & ¢

This is an This is an
Arctic fox in Arctic fox in
the winter. the summer.
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ropical rain forests are found
near the equator. It is very
hot and damp there, and there

|

are lots of tall trees,
tropical rain forest

The tropical rain forest is really
like three habitats in one. The
canopy is the highest level, up
in the treetops. The understory is
the middle level, lower down in
the trees. The forest floor is the
lowest level, down on the ground.
Different animals live at each level

tropical ['tropikal, 'trapikl] a.# % ¢ understory ['Andastor, 'Andastari]
tropical rain forest # 3 @k n.F &k K

~ equator [rkwertd, r'kwetar] n.zkill forest floor FE A #%

canopy [kenspy n.X &, WA&
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THE TROPICAL RAIN FOREST OF SOUTH AMERICA
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Most of the animals of the
canopy never come down (o
~the ground. They are adapted to
their high habitat because they
can fly or climb trees. Some of
the flying animals are colorful
insects and birds.

Monkeys are the great tree
climbers of the canopy They can
swing from one tree branch to
another with their arms. Some
monkeys can even wrap their tails
around branches, using them as
extra arms as they swing through
the trees.

The tree frog has special sticky
toes that help it climb trees. It can

jump and capture insects as they
fly by.

wrap [rep] v.4 4%

capture ['keptfa, 'keptfa] v.i4 %k
howler monkey L3

anteater ['&nt i:to, '&ntit>-] n. £ ¥ &
macaw [ma'ko:, makd] n. 4 R #438
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The understory is home to
many members of the cat family.
They are excellent climbers and

can easily jump from tree to tree.

Some of these big cats have spots

that make them hard to see in the
shadowy branches.

jaguar ocelot

shadowy ['fedaul, '[edol] a. % i 49
jaguar ['dz@gjua, 'dz@gju,ar] n. £ £
ocelot ['ausilpt, 'asa lot] n./ )~ £9 5%




THE TROPICAL RAIN FOREST OF SOUTH AMERICA
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Meet the Kinkajou

The sloth spends most of
its time hanging upside down

Size: About 3 feet
long, including its

from green, leaty branches in tail
the understory. Because the sloth Favdriee Fooilel Tiule
moves so slowly, it can’t run and birds’ eggs
away from other animals. It Habits: Sleeps all
depends on camouflage to hide s Al g e
] ] i hole in a tree.
from its enemies. Tlny green Rarely comes down
plants called algae grow in to the ground.
the sloth’s fur and make it Interesting Fact:
look | Can hang from its
ook green: tail...and then

sloth [slau®, sloB] n. 4§ ¥ climb up it!
leafy ['li:f1, 'lifi] a.et % %

algae ['®ldzi:, 'eld3i] n.:& 3%, k£
kinkajou ['kipkadzu:, 'kinkadzu] n. % &
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giant anteater

Some strange-looking animals
live on the rain-forest floor. One
of these is the giant anteater.

The giant anteater uses its long
claws to dig into ants’ nests. It has

a long, skinny head that can poke
into the narrow hole it digs. The

anteater then catches the ants with
its very long, sticky tongue.

nest [nest, nest] n.
poke [pauk, pok] v.45. 1%




