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Unit One

IS THERE LIFE ON EARTH?

HFER: FBIME AR USRI I8 DA P ER TS B A 7 B L 4R
{56 AN 238 558 B R BIR

HEES: TR RABR,
Jok B PR 2 M 8 T i BRIDUR B9 5 4 B35 3R R R &
B

HFLE#2: Study of the Text

Warm-up Questions and Introductory Remarks

Teacher: Before we study the text, I'd like to ask you some questions.

1. What do you think of the environment you live in?

2. Have you noticed the pollution in our lives? Can you give some exam-
ples?

3. What has happened to life on Earth?

4. What is a satire?
(A form of story where the writer points out our mistakes and misbe-
haviors in an amusing way, hoping to make us realize them and laugh

at them, and then correct them. )

Look at the title of the text. Why is it a question? Who asks this
question? Is the answer yes or no? This is a piece of science fiction, and
a satire, and it may provoke us into serious thinking. Let’s have a careful

study of the text.



Text and Questions for Discussion

Lines 1 =7

There was great excitement on the planet of Venus this week. For the

first time Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite on the planet
Earth, and it has been sending back signals as well as photographs ever

since.

The satellite was directed into an area known as Manhattan ( named

afier the great Venusian astronomer Prof. Manhattan, who first discovered

it with his telescope 20,000 light years ago. )

Questions

1.

Is there life on the planet of Venus? Why / why not?

(According to modem science, it is not likely any life exists on Venus
because the temperature and atmosphere there are not suitable for the
survival of life. Further See Note 1. 2. in Teacher’s Book. )

. What is Manhattan?

(See Note 1. 3. in Teacher’s Book. )

. Is it really named after a Venusian astronomer called Manhattan? Why

did the author say so?
(Manhattan in reality is the name of the central part of New York
City. The author is trying to be humorous. )

. What is the use of a satellite? What information can it send back?

(The author uses an incorrect word here. A satellite is a body which
travels through space around another body, like our moon. The author
should have said spaceship or space probe. )

. How long 1s 20,000 light years?

(See Note 3 in your textbook . )
_— 2 —_—



Lines 8 — 13

Because of excellent weather conditions and extremely strong signals,
Venusian scientists were able to get valuable information as to the feasibility
of a manned flying saucer landing on Earth. A press conference was held
at the Venus Institute of Technology.

“We have come to the conclusion, based on last week’s satellite land-
ing,” Prof. Zog said, “that there is no life on Farth.”

Questions

1. Whai are “excellent weather conditions”?
(Fine, clear, cloudless ,etc.)

2. What is a manned flying saucer?
(A spaceship that carries people from one planet to another. It is
shaped like the dish that goes under a coffee cup.)

3. Why did they conclude that there is no life on Earth?

(Let’s move on and see. )

Lines 14 - 23

“How do you know this?” the science reporter of the Venus Evening
Star asked.

“For one thing, Earth’s surface in the area of Manhattan is com-
posed of solid concrete and nothing can grow there. For another, the atmo-
sphere is filled with carbon monoxide and other deadly gases and nobody
could possibly breathe this air and survive.

“What does this mean as far as our flying saucer program is con-
cerned?”’

“We shall have to take our own oxygen with us, which means a

J— 3 —_—



much heavier flying saucer than we originally planned. ”

Questions
1. Why is the surface in the area of Manhattan made up of solid concrete?

(The surface is covered with roads and buildings. }

2. Why is the atmosphere filled with carbon monoxide and other deadly
gases?
(Vehicles give off a lot of waste gas. Factories give off deadly gases,
too. )

3. What are the two pieces of evidence given to support the conclusion
that there is no life on Earth? Why?
(Concrete covered surface and polluted air. These two basic conditions
for life are spoiled. )

4. Why should they bring their own oxygen?
(There is not sufficient oxygen on Earth for the Venusians to
breathe. )

Lines 24 - 32
“Are there any other hazards that you discovered in your studies?”
“Take a look at this photo. You see this dark black cloud hovering
over the surface of Earth? We call this the Consolidated Edison Belt. We
don’t know what it is made of, but it could give us a lot of trouble and we
shall have to make further tests before we send a Venus Being there. ”
“Over here you will notice what seems to be a river, but the satellite
JSindings indicate it is polluted and the water is unfit to drink. This means
we shall have to carry our own water, which will add even greater weight

to the saucer.”



Questions

1.

What might this dark black cloud be?
(Coal dust or smoke or polluted air, in other words, smog. )

. What is the Consolidated Edison Belt?

(See Note 4 in your textbook, and Note I.4 in Teacher’s Book. )

. What trouble might this Consolidated Edison Belt give?

(Dangers for surviving, e.g. poisonous air, lack of visibility. )
What does “seems to be a river” mean?
(A river should be clean and clear. But what they have seen is not the

case. )

. What kind of water is unfit to drink?

(Water containing deadly elements. )

Lines 33 - 37

“Sir, what are all those tiny black spots on the photographs?”
“We’re not certain. They seem to be metal particles that move along

certain paths. They emit gases, make noise and keep crashing into each
other. There are so many of these paths and so many metal particles that it
is impossible to land a flying saucer without its being smashed by one.”

Questions

1.

What are actually the “tiny black spots” on the photographs?
(Vehicles. )

. Why are they called “metal particles”?

(They are small and made of metal. )

. What are the certain paths?

(Roads. )

. Why do they emit gases?



(Because they burn oil for energy. When cars burn oil, they give off
gases. )
5. What’s the meaning of “they keep crashing into each other”?

(Tt refers 1o traffic accidents and jams. )

Lines 38 - 41

“What are those stalagmite projections sticking up?”’

“They’re some type of granite formations that give off light at nighs.
Prof. Glom has named them skyscrapers since they seem to be scraping the

skies. ”

Questions

1. What are stalagmites?
(Rock formations in caves that build up from the floor. )

2. What are the “stalagmite” projections?
(Buildings sticking up like stalagmites. )

3. Why does the Venusian professor refer to them as granite formations?
(Buildings are often made of granite, a type of stone. )

4. Why do they give off light at night?
(Electric lighting is used to illuminate the inside and to beautify the
outside of the buildings. )

5. Why do they seem to be scraping the skies?
(‘They are so tall, as if they are reaching for the skies. )

Lines 42 - 49
“If all you say is true, won’t this set back the flying saucer progre
several years?” :
“Yes, but we shall proceed as soon as the Grubstart gives us the
— 6 —



added funds.”

“Prof. Zog, why are we spending billions and billions of zlches to

land a flying saucer on Earth when there is no life there?”

“Because if we Venustans can learn to breathe in an Earth atmo-

sphere, then we can live anywhere,”

Questions

1.

What is the Grubstart?
(See Note 5 in your textbook and Note III. 32. in Teacher’s Book. )

. Why is the monetary unit on Venus called a “zilch”?

(In English, the word “zilch” means “zero” and here it implies that
the Venusian money is worthless. “Zilch” also sounds funny in Eng-

lish.)

. Can you paraphrase the sentence “if we Venusians can leam to breathe

in an Earth atmosphere, then we can live anywhere” 7

(The atmosphere on Farth is the worst in the universe. )

Summary Questions and Concluding Remarks

. What led the Venusian scientists to believe that there is no life on

Earth? (Question 3 in your textbook . )
(The surface, the atmosphere, the water, the space all seem unfit for

survival . )

. What, according to Prof. Zog, will add weight to the saucer? { Ques-

tion 4 in your textbook. )
(Oxygen & water. )

. What is this satirical essay directed against? (Question 7 in your text-

book . )
(Hazards, dangers, pollution on Earth, short-sighted scientists. )
_—7 —



4. Is all of the Earth as bad as the Venusians think? Are Manhattan and

New York City really as bad as they are described? What does this
show us about satire?
(Of course not. Not all of the Earth is as bad as the Venusians think,
and Manhattan and New York City are not as bad as they are de-
scribed. Satirists always exaggerate the problems they discuss to draw
our attention to them and make us laugh at them.)

5. What are some of the environmental problems in today’s world?

B air pollution

B water pollution

B forests disappearing
B farmland shrinking
B noise

M greenhouse effect

6. What is causing the environmental problems?
B vehicles giving off harmful gases
M factories emitting gases
M machines and vehicles making a lot of noise
B uncontrolled cutting down of trees
B massive use of fertilizer and herbicide
M buildings, factories and other facilities occupying farmlands
B people dumping garbage everywhere

7. What should we do to protect our environment?
W spare natural resources
B prevent waste water from being released from factories
W recycle
B make less noise
B plant more trees

J— 8 J—



B make laws to protect our environment
B use clean energy resources

B invent new clean materials

The setting for the story is the planet Venus. Though with its very
high temperature and lack of oxygen, it is unlikely to have any living be-
ings, the author tells the story from the point of view of the Venusians
with the purpose of criticizing, through satire, the serious pollution on
Earth. From the text, we learn how serious the pollution on earth is. It’s

high time we took actions to protect our environment.

Study of the Words and Phrases

New Words and Old Words

Teacher: When I say a word or an expression you've leamnt before, re-

spond with the new one in this text.

Teacher

(0ld Wonls or Expressions)

Students

(New Words or Expressions)

of Venus Venusian
bring to the surface land
sign signal
picture taken by a camera photograph
turn straight to direct
person who studies the science of  astronomer
space
mstrument to see distant things telescope
very extremely
possibility feasibility
occupied by man manned



