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School Life
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vou will read about different kinds of ’0
international students and look at some

aspects of college life in the United States
and Canada.




International Students in the
United States and Canada

Before You Read
Getting Started

Look at the pictures and talk about them.

1. Name the places, things, and people.

2. Describe the pictures. Where is the place? What kind of place is it? Where are
the people from? What do they do?

3. How is this place like your school? How is it different?
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Preparing to Read

Think about the answers to these questions. The reading selection will answer
them.

1. What are international students? What are resident aliens? What are nonnative

speakers of English?

2. Where do most international students go to school?

3. Where do most international students come from?

4. What fields of study are popular with students from other countries?

Glancing at Vocabulary

Here are some vocabulary items from the first reading selection. You can learn
them now or come back to them later.

NOUNS

college
university
nonresident
visa
immigrant
refugee
citizen
language
state
province
oil
country
fact

Chapter One * School Life

ADJECTIVES

popular
international
practical
important
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PHRASES

nonnative speaker
fieid of study
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exercise

Read the following selection quickly. Then do the exercises after the reading.

International Students in the United
States and Canada

m\ere are many nonnative speakers'of English at colleges and universi-
ties in the United States and Canada. Nonnatives are usually international
students or resident aliens! International students in the United States are
nonresidents with F or J visas® Resident aliens are immigrants or refu-
gees: In addition? some U.S. and Canadian citizens are nonnative speak-
ers. They do not speak English as their first language.

California is the state with the most international students. Texas and
New York are next’ Other states with large numbers of international stu-
dents are Massachusetts, lllinois, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. Students
from Europe most often attend school in the northeastern or northwestern
states, and students from Asia usually go to schoo! in the midwestern and
western states. Latin Americans most often study in the South and South-
west, and Africans usually attend school in the Midwest and South, In
Canada, many nonnative speakers study in Quebec and speak French’
Some go to school in the provinces of Ontario, Nova Scotia, British Co-
tumbia, and Alberta’

Engineering is the most popular field of studylofor visa students. Many
study management and business. Most international students major in
practical subjects.' These subjects provide useful skills that help students
find good jobs.

Many visa students in the United States come from’the Middle East
and Asia, and many are from oil countries’ Iran, Nigeria, Japan,
Venezuela, Saudi Arabia,China, India, and Thailand"‘send"large numbers
of * students to the United States. International students in Canada often
come from Hong Kong, Malaysia, and the United Kingdom”

Visa students are only a small part of the many nonnative speakers at
American colleges and universities. But the facts show that nonnatives are
very important in American higher education.

After You Read
Getting the Main Ideas

Write T (true) or F (false) on the lines. The first one is done as an example.

1. _F  All nonnative speakers of English at American colleges and
universities are F or J visa students.

Mosaic I * Reading




2. All the facts in this reading selection are about international
students. They are not about immigrants and refugees.

3. California, Texas, and New York do not have many visa students.
Most visa students study practical subjects.

5. Most international students come from Europe.

Guessing Meaning from Context

You do not need to look up the meanings of all new words in a dictionary.
You can often guess the meanings of many words from the context.

Sometimes a sentence gives the meaning of a new vocabulary item.
The meaning sometimes comes before or after the verb be.

example: The context is the words around a new vocabulary item.
{What does context mean? It means the words around a new
vocabulary item.)

exercise P Write the meanings of the underlined words in the following sentences on the
lines. The first one is done as an example.

1. International students are nonresidents with F or J visas.
nonresidents with F or J visas

2. Resident aliens are immigrants or refugees.

3. Some Canadian provinces are Ontario, Nova Scotia, British Columbia, and
Alberta.

Sometimes the meaning of a new item is in another sentence or another
part of a sentence.

example: Most international students major in practical subjects. These
subjects provide usefull skills that help students find good
jobs.

(What are practical subjects? They are subjects that provide
useful skills.)

Chapter One + School Life ]
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exercise @ Find the meanings of the underlined words in the following sentences. Write them
' on the lines. The first one is done as an example.

1. Students from Europe most often attend school in the northeastern and

northwestern states, and students from Asia usually go to school in the

Midwest.
qo to

2. Many foreign students study management and business. Most major in

practical subjects.

3. Visa students are only a small part of the many nonnative speakers at
colleges and universities. But the facts show that nonnatives are very

important in American higher education.

Recognizing Reading Structure

Paragraphs divide reading material into topics. One paragraph is usually
about one topic. in the reading selection, there is a capital letter next to
each of the five paragraphs.

exercise’  Match each paragraph with its topic. Write the correct letter on the line. The first
one is done as an example.

1. _ D Home countries of international students in the United States and
Canada

Kinds of nonnative speakers
Major subjects of visa students

4. States of the United States and provinces of Canada with many
international students

5. Conclusion or summary
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