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Chinese Edition Preface

It gives me a great pleasure to write this brief preface to the Chinese translation of the Ar¢
of the Medieval World. When I was writing this book 1 was professor of medieval art history
at the University of London and so, inevitably, the book was intended principally for univer-
sity students. But I also had in mind any reader curious enough to explore the art of a long
gone age. The book was first published in New York in 1975 but as it enjoyed a certain suc-
cess, it was reprinted several times. However, I never.expected my text to be made available to
Chinese readers. To me, as an author, it is a great complement and joy and I am grateful to
Mr. Chen Ping for his labours in translating my text.

During the years when I was writing the book, I became more aware of Chinese art than
ever before thanks to my daughter, who begun university studies of Chinese art and archaeol-
ogy, which also included the study of the Chinese and later Japanese languages. She eventual-
ly married a fellow student of the same subject and so through them both and their friends
from China and Japan, I am in close touch with the arts of what we call the Far East. My
daughter works in the Far Eastern department of the famous Victoria and Albert Museum in
London and is writing books and articles on Far Eastern art, more recently chiefly on the arts
of Japan.Her husband, who specializes in the arts of China works for a well-known publisher
and is at present editing the Chinese section of an encyclopaedia of World Art.

Although I have now retired from university teaching, I am stillactive, doing research and
writing. I enjoy family life and such hobbies as gardening and travelling. Who knows, I may
even visit China in the near future.

I hope my book will help Chinese readers to understand and to enjoy the visual arts of
Europe in its very important, formative period. The understanding of each other’s culture
leads to greater richness of life and to greater friendship between nations, which is the hope of
us all.

George Zarnecki
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