The Architectural Art of Hutong Gate Buildings

SESSVEE

I

FA BTN TR

e

ZHRE  E Written by-Li Mingde
281 - 8%, Photographed by Li Haichuan

; L 2 . ’
- s § J,. ‘,- 4 LN
-/'"./"'p; d -—-**v' 2 4‘\ o : ,
T it St it A&,&_—.‘_‘ .7 4).::... ::._ _../ ’_4_‘...-4_.)_._.4‘_“--—-—-—4 p- iy
'(4*»_; AT T G B ST AN ‘»" "4* Sl DG ?‘;+*K"J‘-o" A0S A’s‘;—-ﬂ@ EEEAS

¥ 6 d sk & R

China Architecture & Building Press




EBERSE (C | P MR

HEITRRREA /THEEZ. —t7. YEERL
A W ARAE, 2003
ISBN 7-112-05518—0

I.#... 1.z .. I RE-—BHRZRA—ItE®H
—EE IV.TU241.5-64

T E R4 E B8 CIP HIF%F (2002) 087767 S

B mEE KEE FE)
mA. ZEE

TR Rk

it X

HARITRBAZR
FHE %
Fg)ll B

¥R A 2k BER. BT (IERESERE)
o B OEF B
ERFTRRFERBERFTATSIREDR

FrA. 889 x 1194 XK 1/20 Elsk. 6 F#. 170 3
2003 £ 4 B —HKR 2003 £4 BE—RER

En#. 1-2,000F =ZE#r. 50.00 ¢

EB_N 7—112—-05518-0

TU - 4848(11136)

RRALETE BENAR

MAMNERBOM, THERTESR

(ERBUEREY 100037)

A4k htip: //www.china—abp.com.cn

M _EFE. http: //www.china—building.com.cn



fEEE T

Author Introduction

FIAE

RIS R, ZFRAFIL
TR M RBEIFT, TERT], /&
REMAXBHRR. FF CUasiFE %
EARY F (LR AR RS T . A5 R
BAE. LR A AERER T AU SR
BERERBLERBE.

Li Mingde

Member of Beijing Cultural Relics
Protection Association. He has studied Beijing’s
Hutong Culture and Beijing’s folk customs for
many years. He has published over 100 articles
on newspapers and magazines. His two
books,The Art of Gate Buildings in Beijing's
Alleys and A Guidebook to Alleys in Beijing,were
published. In recent years, he has worked with
CCTV and BeijingTV in shooting special subject
serials on Beijing’s Hutong and folk customs.
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After graduating from the Faculty of
Art and Design at Beijing Union University,
he continues to study the art and design at
the Academy of Arts & Design,Tsinghua
University. A lover of photographing and
Beijing’s Hutong culture.He has drawn
illustrations and has photopraphed pictures
for the book, A Guidebook to Alleys in
Beijing. .
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With a history of more than 3000 years Beijing is a world—renowned, cultural city

In-its rich and prolonged history and culture construction of alleys or Hu tongs occupies an important position .
According to historical records some of its ancient streets and lanes took shape during the Yuan dynasty ( beginning
from 1276 A. D. ) and were carried on to the present through the Ming and Qing dynasties. Most of the buildings
and locations of the alleys have not undergone much changes .

Taking the gates of some quadrangles in Beijing"s alleys and the decorative arts on the gates, gate lintels,
gate piers stepping stones for mounting or dismounting from a horse and screen walls as examples this book
attempts to show the superb, architectural art and folk culture of the gates through brief words and many colored
pictures. The varied, rich and fine brick, stone and wooden carvings on the buildings of the gates remain a treasure
of works of art today despite many vicissitudes. They provide vivid evidences for the study and textual research
of the culture of Beijing alleys. Whenever people walk through the alleys and look at the beautifully—constructed
gates and the decorative brick and stone carvings on them they feel they are enjoying a high degree of artistic
beauty .

Beijing is fast advancing toward modemization. Still people cherish a profound love for its alleys with their
history, culture and folk customs. With a historical and artistic analysis and introduction of the gates buildings in
the alleys and with over a hundred illustrated pictures this book will enable our readers to fully appreciate and
further realise their historical values and to carry forward their brilliant aspects .
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The most attractive buildings in Beijing’s alleys are the
gates of quadrangles. Of various shapes and sizes these gates
display China’s superb architectural art and Beijing’s long-
standing traditional culture.Back in the Yuan dynasty when
Dadu (present-day Beijing ) was being expanded the design-
ing principle followed was “to build the ancestral temple on
the left side and site of sacrifices to the God of land on the
right side, with the court in front and market at the rear” laid
down in * Zhou Li” or “the Book of Rites of the Zhou Dy-
nasty” . The city’s streets and lanes were constructed accord-
ing to a unified standard. There were 50 Fang or portions of
land, with straight streets and lanes between them. Accord-
ing to the Yongle Canon compiled during the Ming dynasty,
an avenue was 24 Bu(one Bu is equivalent to 1.54 metres )
wide, a street was 12 Bu wide and an alley 6 Bu wide. Big
streets and lanes were south-north oriented, ordinary alleys
ran from east to west on the flanks of the streets. Further
expansion was carried out on Dadu in the fourth year of
Yongle reign of the Ming dynasty (1406 A.D.). From that
time on down through the Ming, Qing dynasties, the Repub-
lic of China (1912~1949) and post liberation days the layout

of the great part of Beijing has not been changed much. To-
day Beijing has over 4000 alleys. A popular doggerel goes,
“Well-known alleys number 3900 and unknown alleys are
countless just like cow hair .” Some old streets and lanes
retain their orginal locations and names. For instance, the
Nanluogu Xiang district of the Di’anmen Dongdajie (street).
During the Yuan dynasty it was called Zhaohui Fang and
Jinggong Fang. The north-south oriented avenue and over a
dozen symmetrical west-east oriented alleys present the shape
of a centipede, hence popularly known as Wugong Xiang or
the centipede lane. The lane boasts rows of neat quadrangles
with their variegated shapes of gates. Some time-honored
dwellings still preserve stepping stones for mounting or dis-
mounting from a horse in front of their gates, exquisitely
skulpted Drum Stones on both sides of their gates as well as
screen walls, locust trees and other scenic sights. Part of the
alleys still use their original names. These give a true por-
trayal of ancient buildings and folk customs of Beijing’s
alleys. In story-telling and ballad-singing of the there was
such description of the gates of Beijing quadrangles:
“Skulpted animals sit on the bluish ridges over the gates ,on
two sides are posts for tethering horses, on the right amd left
are stepping stones for mounting or dismounting from a horse
and lanterns are hung in the centre.” A folk saying runs,* To
determine the age of a residence, just look at the size of the
locust tree.” It means that you can determine the age of the
residence through the age of the locust trees planted in front
of its gate. Generally a locust tree is planted on either side of
the gate. They are planted at the same time when the resi-
dence is constructed. Quadrangles are a typical example of
ancient Chinese buildings. More than that the styles and stan-
dards of their gates vary in keeping with the social status of
their owners. They were generally built facing south with
spacious and well-lighted courtyards. The principal room
faced south, wing rooms were on the west and east sides and



the room facing north is called Dao Zuo Fang or reversely-
set room. Most of the gates were opened on the south-east
corners of the courtyards. According to the theory of
geomarncy, it is the best and most propitous location. Exist-
ing quadrangles of Beijing’s old alleys and their gates were
mostly built in the Qing dynasty with a history of one to two
hundred years. A small number of them were built in the Ming
dynasty. These time-honored, beautifully-shaped and varied
styled gates together with their decorations such as lintels,
Qiang Yan or eaves, clasps, piers and others are highly valu-
able for both research and artistic appreciation. They are liv-
ing fossils providing us with clues to study the history, cul-
ture and people’s customs of buildings in Beijing alleys.

In the feudal society the gates demonstrated the ranks
and social classes of their masters. They were differenciated
in constructional standard and sculptural decoration. The gates
of residences of Princes of the Qing dynasty were magnificent.
They usually face south with 5-bay across or 3-bay across.
For instance, Fu Wang Men or the residence of Prince Fu,
the 13th son of Emperor Kangxi of the Qing dynasty at
Chaonei Dajie. It has a 5-bay principal room having a pair of
big stone lions on the two flanks of its gate. Gong Wang Fu
or the residence of Prince Gong at Hou Hai or Rear Sea has a
3-bay principal room with a pair of stone lions in front of its
gate. Such well-preserved residences are not many. The dwell-
ings of official and wealthy families mostly have Guang Liang
gates located on the southeast corners of the houses. These
gates are big and tall, their lintels and eaves are decorated
with exquisite brick carvings. They also have high steps and
spacious areas outside. Some of these gates are flanked with
white-washed walls shaped like the Chinese character “ /\”,
(popularly known as Pie Shan screen walls ). They are topped
with tiles and linked up at the back. Broad spaces are left
between the gates and white-washed walls where a pair of
stepping stones for mounting and dismounting from a horse
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are installed. There are also 4 posts for tethering horses. All
this adds dignity and solemnity to the gates. Such gates can
still be found in old-time alleys today. But most of the Guang
Liang Gates do not have white-washed walls, let alone step-
ping stones for getting on or down from a horse. Ordinarily
medium-sized and small quadrangles have Ru Yi Gates. Their
number is the greatest in several thousands of Beijing alleys.
They are opened between outer columns and have brick wall
on both sides. On their lintels, there are fine patterns of brick
carvings. The juncture of lintels and brick walls decorative
Ru Yi-shaped bricks implying auspiciousness. Thus people
call them Ru Yi Gates. Ru Yi Gates of Beijing’ streets and
lanes were largely built in the Qing dynasty, part of them
were constructed during the Republic of China (1912~1949).
Big Ru Yi Gates are one-bay across, medimm-sized ones
occupy more than half bays and small Ru Yi Gates take up
half a bay. Buildings of the numerous Ru Yi Gates are rich
and colorful in architectural design and style. Some have
meticulously-laid, fine-quality bricks, their panels and eaves
bear a great variety of carved brick patterns and their gate
clasps are decorated with fine wood carvings with words or
floral patterns. Some Ru Yi Gates are set with symmetrical
patterns of iron sheets. All these constructional decorations
show the wisdom of the working people in ancient China.
Exquisite works among them are of great value for research
work. There are also a good number of wall-typed gates,
comparatively smaller. Linked with walls of courtyards these
gates are generally adopted by smaller quadrangles or San
He Yuan, threeroom compounds. Besides there are Sui Qiang
Gates adopted by the majority of old Beijing residents. They
are simple and widespread. Some Sui Qiang Gates are built
of broken pieces of bricks and marl. Beijingers call these
gates “Walnut shortbreads”, a metaphor insinuating their poor
quality.
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A well-preserved gate of a large
quadrangle. Exquisitely-designed brick
carvings show the social position of the

house owner.
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This is a Man Zi Gate, another type of Guangliang
Gate. With its panels set between outer columns
it has no gateway.
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